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Tho orehogrApli} of propor DaniM fM)ovrB tl)e 87)*U)in adoptod by 
Iho IfidiiA Oovoramont for tUo O^im Iniia. That 

oytikm, wlilto lullioring to t]iG popuUr tipolliog of Ttty mil-known 
p3acci0» well jifl PuzgaJ), Lucknow, fto., employs io all utliur bobi* 
tho Towi>lx with tho following UAiform eounde 
a, M in woman : ci, m ia fotliur: r, ab In pelfca :*i, 110 io iatrlguo: 
a An Id oolil; u <n bell: 4, u In SKroj «. as Ln gtvy. 




PREFACE. 


0 UBiNa tbo prosont jcm throo folio volumi«H of 
' Lottors, DospatohoB and other Suto Tapora pruaorvi)*! 
in the Foroign Doportmont of tlio Govon»iiont of Li<Uft, 
177 4—17^5/ hivo boon printed by Antliority, «nel»r 
the careful octiting of Mr. Goorgo W. Fuji^^aU The 
period oovori tbo oatiro rulo of Warruii IfftHlingn. 
Tbo presont toIutdo ondoavoinij to exhibit for tlio 
drat time tbo aotnal work of that great 0 <»voruor- 
Oenoral, u reviewed from tbo firm etantlpoint of tbo 
original reowde now msdo available to thn Htudontw 
of Indian history. 


it^o. 


CHAPTEK I 


From Ciiueciiill to Calcutta 

WarUrw Hastikos, tho fti'St Gc»vovnor-OoQoral of 
BiitlyU Imlm, yffui bom ot Chni'cliill in Oxfordshire 
on tho 5 th Docombor, 17152. A fow iniloK off, aoroHK 
t)io Worooatonhirc hordor, l&y tlioTnanor of Daylcs* 
ford, whid) bod bdongod to Worrun'BforofAthom from 
tUo days of Honry 11 down to tho first years of Goorgo 
n Ono conspicuous mombor of thu family wan that 
Lord Hastings, whoso loyal services to the House of 
York wore roquitod by BicUanl HI with a violent 
doatli. On bis successor Henry VII bostowod tho 
Earldom of Huntin^oo, a titio whioli oru long foil 
dormant ondl, in 1819, tho right to bear it was 
confirmod to Francis Hastings^ as lineal doseondant of 
tho second lilarl. Kmm another bionob of tho same 
Htook had sprung tho Eavls of Pom broke, one nf whom 
followed tUo banner of tho Black Princu in tbo war 
between Peter tho Cruel and his brother Henry of 
Castile. 

At tho close of the great civil war which cost 
our first Ohaides both crown and life, tho fortunuH of 
tho Baylosforcl family hod undergone a sad eclipse. 


3 


WARM/^ NAST!NC:i 


Having freely risked liis life and pludgo*! or parted 
with ne&rly all bis property in aid uf tlio losing 
c*uao, John Hoatinga waa fain at last to uiako ovi.t 
all bia Yelford lands to Speaker Lonlliall, aikI bury 
himself in tbe old docayod roanoxshouKO at Daylesfotit. 
In 1715 Daylesford iUalf was sold by Samuel Hastings 
to a Bristol jnorchant. Samuels non, tlimi liootor of 
the parish, bad two children, of whom ryiionton, tin* 
younger, was only fiftuoii yean old wlivn In 173c lie* 
married Hester Wari*uu, daiigJitur of a g(*)itluman wlui 
owned a small oitato in GloucesU'rsluiM. 'llio young 
wife died but a few days after the biiih of Warmi, 
her second child; and a fvw wookH or monilis latrr 
Fyneeton himself disappeared from Ohiii’oblll, to xook 
his fortune elsewhere. The care of his mothorlcsH 
children devolved on tbeir patornal grandfathur, 
whose straitoned means ero long drove him to uoct^pt 
a curacy at Churchill. Heanwhilo l^uostons elder 
brother, Howard, was oaining his UvclUiood sh a dork 
in His Majesty's Customs. 

The rest of the truant widower's life-story is eoon 
told. Within two years ho bad married again, tlilH 
time a butcher's daughter. By-and-by ho took holy 
orders, and went out as chaplun to the West lodtcs. 
where he ultimately died. Nothing more ut known, 
or perhaps is worth knowing, of tho man who begot 
one of the greatest Englishmen of tbe oightoontfa 
cantury. Pynaeton served at least as a link in the 
chain' hereditary causes which helped to foresbape 
the'diaracter of his son. In after yeaia it pleased 
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Burko’s <]iat*inpercd fancy, fed by aomo scandal wldch 
Francis brought from India, to taunt Warren HfiAthige 
with his ‘low, obscure, and vulgar origin.' Jfiid the 
charge been never so wcdl founded, it could have 
taken, nothing fioni the honour due t" <»no •\vho«e 
public rocord needed no blajymry from the of 

HoraldH. It is clear tlmt wnx a g^^ntUunnn 

by birth ajid bri\jding; arid hin great fteeiiKi*r Ikim oi\]y 
hospattcitul lihuHulf with the mud which he flung hu 
recklcMily at the cdijecit ef hix wrath. 

From the vilhige xobool at (lliurohl)l, whei^c tra¬ 
dition Haul tlmt )u) *took his leiu^ning kindly,' little 
Wavrun at tlio age of eight waH ti aiiMjerred by IiIh 
undo Howard to a Hohool at Hewjngt«iji-lhitU, near 
London. Child an ho wax, he had alreiuly cenoefved 
4 purpose whioh immy yearn afU'Vwanla hltMunnud 
into a fact. One bright sum liters <lay, aa ha lay and 
mused l>oslde a streien whidt Mkirttd IiIh niiiivi» 
village, ho 'forincxl tho dote rut hiaticn to puruhanr 
hack Haylcsfoixh' 

The Iroys at Newington appear to i\ave been well 
taught, but very p(«»rly aJul Hcantily frd. Afh*r tM'o 
yoaiii of wiei-Htarvutien, wlileU ne doubt HtuiiU d hU 
growth and impaired IiIk iiatiirnl Mtiviigih, Wanvii 
was romovetl to We8tmiuMt<*r ficliool, of which I^r. 
NichelH Wto then lK*ad-muKter. Tin; liHt of uudvr- 
tnasUwx includccl the Hvholaily Vincent ilounw. 
Among W'arronH sehoolfellown were l/tnl Shelhuruo, 
ChurclilU. Clowprr, and his lifelong Iricmd, Klijuli 
Impey. In mental aptitudes and line suhelurly tUKles 
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tbo bard of Olney and tbo futuie Cbiof Justice of 
Beogal bad macb in ccomon 'with tbeir younger 
aesooiatc. And that boyish fHsndship bold them fut 
together in after yous. When Hastings was lin« 
peached by the House of Commonfi, Cow])Qr stcaiUly 
refused to believo him guilty. From tbo day when 
impey clasped bands agi^ with Hastings m (Jalcutts. 
tboro grow up botwoon them an in^aoy which ovojt 
sharp public dlSeronees could not permanently liii- 
pair. 

Young Warron’t life at Wostminstor gave fair 
promiso of future aohio^oment. A strong brave houI 
lay soothing within his puny frame. * Quick he wom 
and mild/ says Gleig; ' much addicted to oontcmpla- 
tion, and a bard student; but ha was lilcowjse bold 
when nccoMity required, full of fire, ambitious iu no 
ordinary degree, and anxious to excel in ovci^ything 
to which he addressed himsslf/ Ho liked playing at 
orickot, but his favourite pastimes vrere swimming 
and rowing, in both of which ho acquiiud so common 
skill. His sweet temper and engaging mansors soom 
to have made him a general favounto, while bis 
eleyersees and diligence in school>hours won many an 
approving comment from the head-master hiinsolf. 

In z 74; he came out first on the list of candidates 
for a Ejsg’s Seholaisbip; Impey taking only tbo 
fburtb place. Two years later tbs death of bis good 
uncle changed the whole course of Wan’cn's life. Hie 
now guardian, a distant relative named Chiswick, 
was a Director of the East India Company. Ee 


ms ARRIVAL AT CALCUTTA J i 

resolvod to send Warren off to 33 oDgal as a' writer' in 
the Company’s sorvico. Br. Nichols strongly re¬ 
monstrated against sudt a stop. 'What! Lose my 
favourite pupil, iho best scholai* of bis year! ’ In vtun 
ho ofihrod to keep Warren at school and send him 
afterwards to oollogu at his own charge. In i 749 
Chiswick took tho youth away from WeHiminsUsr, tliat 
ho might lunrn aooouiita and book-koi'piug from 
a compotont tuacJiur. In tho following datiuary 
Warren lla/ftlnga snilnd off in the ^'</'d'7tfor ('aloutta. 
Tho voyago loMtvd far hoyond the fivt«rago Uiiiit uf mix 
months. Octoborliad act in hufuro IhistingH lfindi'<l on 
tho scene of his fhturo trials lutd iinperiHl ml de renown 
At this timo tho Kant India C^uipany woih) taking 
breath aftor one of those moinontous erisi^M wliioU 
marked ovory stage in thuir career. *lirci*HeK pvefimdo, 
pulchrior ovon it,’ sums up ilio tale of tlielr fortuiitf* 
during tliQ pant hundred years. Towards tlie rnd of 
the Hoventoontli century tiicy had wellnigh been driven 
out of Western India and l^ongal. Tho Peaor of Aix- 
In-Ciiapcllo in 174K alone saved tlumi fi'om losing n\\ 
their settUunentM in Soiit)ici*n India. It was mainly 
in their y'oungost Hottluiuont of ('nleutta, with itH 
offbhoetHUp tliudangrH, that t1u>y di^ove aproHpmuiH 
tnwio, \indcr tiie wing of a Moghal Vic<*«jy who knew 
how to protect tho foreigner from all («xauti(UiK Hitvi' 
his own. During the ri*ei*nt fight feir Kiiprcniacy 

' (Ucjy'K lifi M'lrA.i I?, Is. iV’W>ir '/M 

SUJ(th nr*tiiMi IIjjiC llAstieiUN 

wiUi a hall oDktArt’ t«i riii,*fi.r ]ihii, jh <';:r.'KiMUsly nh'Urtl, 
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between the French and English on the Coromandel 
Coast, there was perfect peaoo among tho foctoiies of 
rival satioDB, FVcnoli, Dutch, aud Englioh, in Bengal. 
Under the strong yet peaceful rule of AH Vardi KlUin 
Calcutta grow into a rich and populous town, and the 
Company's warehouses were loaded with eilk and 
cotton studs, with saltpotro, lac, and spices, which th<i 
tall Indiamon l3iog near in tho KdgH would ciu long 
be catrying homo. 

The SihalidAr or Viceroy of Bengal was sUll in 
name a lieutenant of tho Orvat Mughal who ludd hie 
court at Dolhl But tho glory of t]ic Hoiiso of BAhar 
bad begun to wane ovon in tho lifetime of Anmngaub. 
Within lialf a century elneo his duatli it imtl 'gone 
gUmmeriog in the droain of things that wuiu.' Kg- 
thing remained of it lavo a dim twiliglit whicli 
seemed already d^ing into tho dark. The Mughal 
Bmpiro of Delhi, which at ooo time covoind nearly 
the wbolo Indian PoninsulA, had now dwindled, in all 
but name, into a group of diitriots surrguading tho 
cities of Delhi, Agra, and Allab&b&d. Delhi itself was 
socked in 1739 by tho Poreian conqueror, Nadir Bb&h. 
In tho name of the Delhi Emperor, Mughal, Path&o, 
and Persian adventurers founded dynastios for them* 
selves in Oudb, Bobilkhand, Bengal, and tho Deccan; 
while tho daring Mar&tb^ were wresting from his 
sway province after province in Southern, Westoin, 
end Central India, and the fiery Silthe in tho North- 
West were fighting against the Afgh&a Ahmad Shib 
for the sovereignty of the Punjab. Despoiled alike by 
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its on&mics Mid its sooiiilng: fiicntU, t)io ^fuglial 
Empire wm fast cnitnbling to pieces after two cea- 
tunes of supromoly Tigorous life. 

In 1750 tUo CompanyV flcttlomento in liongal, 
Bombay, and Mftclraa, weiti goveniful each by a Pro- 
sidoDt and a Oounoil of senior mrrdiaTitH. Tbo 
PrwddontH salary was tlun hut ^.300 a yc'ftr, wlnlo 
tboflo of liiN (JounaillorN mnged fvoiii Z’40 to ^100. 
The senior iiicx'Oiianta rocoivud ^^40, junior mrrclinul* 
facbjrs ivntl writcis only ^^,'5 a yi*iir. Tlw* 
surgeons drew no more tlian £^ 6 . On hiuOi piltauouR 
no Knglisluitan could liavuMvod wltli ileei^rioy In hucIi 
a Qpmato, ovon tliough tlxo (*oini>any allotved liini iVeo 
• commons' and ^ yearly supply of Mailoira from tluir 
own itcros. But tlio Company's Hcrvants wuro por- 
mittod to oko out their pay •with the protitn of iixlvalo 
trade; a porin ission which cerlai n of tl le 1 n caug] 1 1 At ho 
eagerly, Cliat complaints often i‘0ncli<nl tlir TikUa House 
touching the extravngivneo of yomig fellows who sat 
do>vn to dinner with a luuul of uiusic, &n<l rodu out in 
a cavriago and four. It appearH, usi the other hand, 
that Hoino young writci's, Iokh foitiimito or more 
priidont, went to hod ho on After sunsot, mthor than 
boar tho cost of candles and Hup])ui*. 

liastingR wns neither weak, g)\»cdy, nor dissoluto; 
nor does he appear to havo ilnisiiod his daily course 
with tho Kun. As a clerk in tho Keort'tary'H oihco 
he helped to keep tho lodguia, and to look after 
tho warehouatng of tlio goods collected by a staff 
of (iv/niunJitwi and their native undcrliugs of various 
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grades. His leisure boers were spout iu leersing 
tbe native Ungnages and in such reeroations as suited 
bis pone* his temperate babits, and bis fine social 
insUfiCts. In those da^s all businoas was ovor by 
&oon» when the youager tnon dined togotbor in the 
common ball. Then eamo the aftomoon siosin» to 
which punkahs wore still unknown. Towards Hunsot 
our countrymen took the air in palankcuns, or gUduil 
in native hurgus along the brorui rivor. Tbo taotory 
buildings and 'godowns’ woro surroundod by Uiu 
brick walls and bastions of a fort whidi hold a 
garrison of about two hundred men, mont of whom 
woro Sopoys. Within the walls wmv also good 
gsrdcoH and flsh^ponds^ ami a hoNpital fur the Hick. 
The Company's servants were not ill lodged in 4Uar- 
ters overlooking the rivor. A chaplain roa<l pmycis 
to thorn dai]y» and proeched on Sundays. JuHtlcu, of 
a rude and summary kind, chiudy in tho shapo of 
fines and floggings, was adininistarud by a Mayor, 
:^m whoso sentonoo an appeal lay to the Council 
itaoifh 

Calcutta, as described by one who saw it In thosu 
days, was already a ' largo, fmv, and populous ' town, 
contuniag * many private English merchants and 
several rich Indian traders' who suppliod tho Com¬ 
pany with goods brought down for export fhom 
inland. Acioss tho HfigU wore docks for repairing 
and careening the Company's ships. Tho trade of 

^ Wbool«r’B Swiv Jhcenb AtiiiA /ndtf. Dr. Buabrtid'B AAmb/iwa 

CKdQikWftb 
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BoDgal supplied ' rich cargoes for or sixty ships 
yearly; besides what w&s carried in smaller Teasels 
to the adjacent countries.' In saltpetre alone, of 
which they had the monopoly, the Company drove 
a traffic so lucrative, that their Dutch and Frencb 
rivals on tho H6gh tried all they could to wrest eorne 
part of it from their h&sde. Two years after Has^ga 
reached Calcutta, ite population was reckoned at 
400,000 souls, most of whom huddled together in low 
mud huts on ground which, during tho rsiny soaaon, 
heoamo a more bog'. At sll soaaone fever and 
dysentery bi’oodcd over a town begirt by swamp and 
jungle, whose only seavengora were jackals, kites, 
vulturoe, and crows, 

In October, 1753, Hastings was sect up to the 
flourisbbg factory at K^irobisdr on the Ganges, 
two miles below UumhiddMd, the capital of Bengal. 
Among the silk-weavers and ivory-workers of what 
was then the great trading-centro of the richest 
pminoo in India, he diichai'god his new duties so 
voB and honestly, that within two yeais he rose to 
a seat in the factory council, of which Watts ww 
then chief. From the first he seoms, by his own 
account, to havo lod a quiet, solitary kind of life, 
much takon up with hie own thoughts and pmpoeee, 
making no intimate fiiondshipe, and indulging neither 
in the ploaauros nor tho vicoe of his day. 

The death of All Vardi Khin in Apnl, 1755, was 
tho bc^nning of troubles for the English in Bengal 
' Ch««e*« Vvi/a^ to th« IIuQt«r‘B lif^rlaX ff aftifmr 
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8uTij-u(l'(UulA» bU grandsmi &nd lia«I many 

of Ibo vieea without tho red<'eiinn|f virt\iPK of an 
Aeiatic dcapoi Tlio foilnro of t)iu Oulcutta C^oiinod 
to aokLowlod^o him fonnally Bdbuhd/>v ^vu t}io 
pampoitd youDg NawKb a lutw Incontivo for iduTiiliT* 
iag thti inti'uuvQ foroigiiPi'H <if the wisUtli hi« coveted 
for himsolf. ICaely in Juno tlio foililiH] fuctory ut 
K(b*inihdMtr MuriX'Uih'ied wiUiotit n Mou' t(» iiii over, 
whelming nml WuttH liiniNoir M*aH eaeHed oil* 
a priHOnoi* to the •Sdl^alnlftr'a caiii]>» nlremly formlikg 
for a maroU HouthwaixlH. Ilimlinpi among tlio 
priROuors takun to MurHlihhDuhl. Jlut tlio .S(i)Mh(htr 
or bu mioiaten woro mci‘(Mfnl for their r>wu oikIh ; 
and Eaeiinga wm act froo on })>ul fni iuHlied ]>y tiu* 
fciondly cluof of a neighbouring DnUOi fnob>i'y. 

Smij.ucl'daullt noxi iumod hit* ariuH ngni))Ht CuU 
eutta, wboBo govemeu*, liogor Drake, Inul doelint>c| to 
flvrrendor a native rofugee of rank, or V) ceafo IVom 
atrongthoning the weak dofoncoN gf b'ort AViUiam 
againat tho outbreak of anotheT wur iiotww^u b'raiico 
and England. Drako^n offorta to turn the crafty 
Nowdb from bU aottlod purpose woru lutHwerod by 
the quick march of an army, wldcb cloeod round 
Calcutta on the z8tb Juno, 1756. One or two oulpoflUt 
were biavaly defended, but our people bad no Imidcn 
equal to the need. Before nightfall the NnwAb was 
master of the town. A general panic, duo not leaa 
porbape to physical ^an to moral cauRcs, soon filled 
the sbipping on the river with fugitives of both sozos 
and of every age. Next morning Drake himself, with 
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eoveral niombcrs of bis couneil and tbo commandiuit 
of Fort WiUiam—made bis way on board abip, leaving 
tbo rest of the garrison to their own dcvicc^N. Tbe 
ships then weighed anehor and <]roppc<l a few uiDcm 
clown stream. 

Holwoll, AS A leading membor of ecnneil. wliu bad 
borne his part manfully in yi'etonlay’s Jig)ding. n<»w 
took oomiriand of tlio troops tUuK Hlmtcierully aIaij* 
demod. All ihiovgh that day and far into tbr next 
afternoon tlio woaiiod little garrinon fnnght i>m against 
tlio doom will eh tbolr recreant country] sidn on 
board tlie fleet, made &0 kind of effort to avort. At 
lut, while Holwoll was parleying for a brief truce, the 
assulonis broko into tbo ilbguardcsl fnrt, iind made 
ptisoaurs of all wlio survived. I^y eight o’clock on 
tbo evening of Juno eo, one of the vc»r)’ HCiltrlest 
in tbo Bengal year, a hundred and forty-^ix muuIh, 
including inoio tlion ono woman, ha<l been Nipieoxt^d 
into a small guarcUrooin abotit twenty foot loikg by 
fourteen widu, lighted by two Hmnll wiitdov H sirt^ngly 
baritid. It was one of those culls or Jllnck Holes in 
which a few soldiers woio KOmrtimeH eoidlnod, 

Of tl)e horrors onduretl that night by its IndjdesM 
inmotcH Kcdwoll has loft a plain nnviiiiki.sbrd nconl 
wbicli still falls short of tluk sterji r<’aUty, No 
words, indued, could cxpi'css what even tin* hnugina- 
tion of Dante or Shakespeare ndgbt fail in nil its 
ghastliruAs to conceive. The IJazo of burning ware¬ 
houses and brtsairs iiitcnsifiod tlio tortuiik of closi^ 
tropical heat in that ovurerowded prinon, whose 
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^riLdowa locked meixly into ooc end of a long 
arcade *. At eix o'clock next morning, Iwcnty-two 
laeix and one woman passed alive out of tlie stoucli of 
t^at deadly torture-room. Holwclli who Itail been 
saved almost by a miracle, was oairicd off, with Kiveral 
0tb6r8> in irons to Mutshidiibdd ; wlnle the loat vfCTv 
left to pyoin Drake's paiiy on boaul tho fleet th«ij 
lying otf Govindpiir. A few days lator tlio sinjw Ciwl 
anchor at Falta, a villago and Diitcli station lu^ar the* 
confluonoo of tho HtlgU witli tho Ddniodar. Ifewi 
Diako rCBolvod to wait for thn answer wliicdi Madnix 
would auiifly send to bis prayer for liulp agaiiiHt tlio 
Sbbabdir. 

On the 2ud August tbo refugovn at I'alta won* 
cheered by the arrival of a sbip which brought Afi^jor 
Kilpatrick and two hundred and thirty solditux froin 
Uadras. Meanwhile Hutings kept Drake ivgulavly 
inforfflod of all that was going on, so far as he could 
learn, in Bengal. Frosontly euppllea ran short in tho 
oamp at Falta, and disease played havoo aiuorig tho 
t^opi. At Drake's request Hostings pleaded wltli 
the Sdbahdfir’s ministers so successfully, that a native 
market was opened at Falta, which supplied Drake's 
people with tho ftesh food they sorely needed. Jlv 
had also become the dbannol for socrot eorrespondcneo 
between bis chief and certain leaders of a plot against 
tbaii oppressive master in his own capital But tbo 
fear of detection drove him ere long in hasty flight to 
ChinAr, and thence down the Ganges to his friends at 

’ Boitoed’t SdimfivH Od OaktUut. 
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Ffllta. Here is tbo cool sOASon ho mAnied the widow 
of & Captain Campbell, who had conio over with 
Kilpatrick Matlraa only to clio of tho prcvaltrui 
dieease. Tho two tsocin to ba7o livocl happily t<jgothor 
until tho lady's death in 17^9. Her first child had 
died in coidy lufaucy, and tlio hucoikI mirviviMl hi*r 
but a fuw yotun. 

In Dt'CfUibcir, 1715^, Adiuiral Watfto)iK llrrl Imnii'Jit 
to FaltA tiu) lon^^^xjtcotiHi Hueooiini from M adr&s. Tho 
troops wt'i'o conut) ondcul by (.’olojud Itobrri t.'livis 
wboHO captuio and hoixiio dcTunei^ of Arcot, fn tho 
war butwuon tbo rival NawAbs of tbu Kavnntdc. 
luul nvirkod him out na a bora b^iulvr of iih^u in 
tiying oxi&od. Under chiefs so capable am Clivo and 
Watcon tho shamo of Drakeflight fixMii ('aUnitta, 
with oil that flowed thorufimn, was spcc<lUy atoiu^d for 
by tho rooapturo of Fort William and by tlie vigowiijs 
movemonte wbicli impidlud ^urf^*utl-<1auht to Aigti the 
treaty of Feduuary, J757. HiiMtingH hiniHidf siTVi d 
nc a voluntoor in CHvu'h ninall anriy, and tiiailv 
liintHolf uwful in iK'go^ting ten ns (jf pvaco with tlu> 
bowildorud SAbediditr. 

Tho treaty wam sbort-liTod. At tho fimt of 

anotlior KwncJi wav in Knropo, Clive mjtl Wntsou 
liOHtonud tu attack aud capturt^ tbo Ki\>nch Kcttlcnirut 
of Chandamogar in tho tvuth of tliu SAbabdArN 
commands and incnaccB. By tlio end of Juno, 17A7, 
Flaseoy bad been fought and won; an<I tbo Auccoaafnl 
plotter, Mir Jafar KhAu, wea installed by Clive at 
MurahidAbAd, in the placo of the deaih^doomed SurAj* 

B 2 
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ud'^aali. Sci'afton became R^^sidcxit at tbo Qdw 
Nawib’a oouit, iritb Haatiogs for bis aKsUtant' 
X«atar in the year, when Clive was mado Govoraor of 
Fort WlUUm, Scraftoa took hia scat in tbo CaJeatta 
Council* and Hoatiogi} filled Soratton’a place at bfur* 
flhid£b£d. 

It waa a porilooa position for so young a man. 
But Hastings hero a very g<Kxl cHinuctor, and f ireuin- 
stances bad made him older tlian Iuk yoars. It was 
no oasy matter for an Kiiglinliman so plaou<l to 
discharge with equal skill and upvigbtnoHS tliavariuuH 
duties which now fell to hbt lot. Ho Imd to look 
after the Company’s trade at KiisbnbiiHfiv, to pi'cas 
unwelcotoo advlco upon tbo now Haw(ib, to gtmnl 
againet tbs intrigues of rival ministers and no1d<»K, to 
eoUoot tho revenue of the districts lately coded to tlio 
Company* and to refor to Calcutta all quest! onn of 
spscud intricacy or importance. In Clive himself bo 
found a hold bard*boadod oounsoUcr and a loyal 
friend. When Clive wont homo in February* 17^0, 
Vansittart presently came from Madras to fill his 
place; Holwoll acting moanwhllo as Governor. 

By that time Kir Jafat bad exhausted tho pati<*noo 
of his English allies. The Calcutta Council resolvod 
to dethrone a ruler wheso affairs wore in wild dis¬ 
order* and whose dominions they had bad to defend at 
their own cost against plundering Manitli^, rebel 
barons, and a large Mughal army led by Sh&b Alam, 
the homelese young Emperor of Delhi. It was the 
Company’s troops that reecned Patni, drove the Hu- 
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gbal iiLvadeis out <>i Bisi'hAr, and quelled a formidal^le 
reToU in Bengal ittelf. The treaeury in Fort ‘WiUiam 
had been drained nearly of its laat rupee, and Hir 
Jafar Lad eo atjuandered his own resources, that hia 
troops were in open mutiny for many months’ arvcoiB 
of pay. At Kadras our countrymen Lad been involved 
for years in a costly ineossant warforo citiior with 
thoir French livaLi or with tbo niughbouring * country 
powers/ Bombay also hail its own quairols, intrigues, 
and diflieultios; and tho Oompony at homo wore bard 
piossud to find ways and moans for keeping up their 
suttlemontM in tho far East. 

After a biief but futile show of mlstanoo Mir 
Jafar lo^red peaceably from a post which he had done 
so Httlo fo adorn. Escorted down the river by a 
guard of English soldiers and Sepoys, tho detluoned 
Kawib was safely lodged with his family and followers 
in a pleasant suburb of Calcutta. Bis son-inOaw, Ufr 
K^isiiu Ah, was installed as his successor at Morsbid* 
^bftd. Twice therefore In about three years tho Oal* 
cutta merchants had played the part of king-makers. 
And drove a yet hai'dor bai’gain with tUe now 
Bawdb than Clive and Drake had driven with Kir 
Jafar. In return for tbolr good servioss, ho bound 
Kimaclf to pay eff Mir Jafar’s debts to tho Company, 
to endow thmn with tho revenues of BardwAn, Midna* 
pur, and Chittagong, and ho oontributed fivo lakhs 
of rupees towards the war in the Kainatie. l^or 
was be allowed to forgot tbo private interests of his 
new patrons. Vansittart himself, not a very grasping 
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mAii, pocketed a fee of ^5o,ooo» Holwell £271x0^ and 
two other ttecobers of cotmwl £2$s>^ each. Tho 
bold Colonel CaiJlaud, fresh from routing the troops 
of Shfth Alan, refused at first his share of the coninon 
plimder; but tho £20,000 allotted to him was remitted 
to his agents in England after his own departuixs from 
So&gckI Two other’ gontlomon rocoivod k^’i;5,ooo 
eaeh^. And those wore the men who had just Itocn 
denouncing tho folly which led Mir Jafar to wastu so 
muoh money on wcrthlew or groody favourites. 

Such ware the means by which many BngUs]\mon 
amassed tho fortunes which secured thorn place, power, 
or social advancement on tboir roturm homo. Mir 
Kfisiffi entered on his rulo with an empty ti’oasury and 
no clear prospect of roplomshiog it by other mstbocLi 
tbsa violenee and extortion. HastingSi who hod 
done his best to keep Mir Jafar straight and himself 
clear of crooked praeticee, romainod a fow months 
longer at Miirebidtb&d, until tho order dismissiDg Hol- 
well and two of his collsaguos fi’cm tho Company's 
servico roachod Calcutta in August, r; 5 i. Those 
gentlemen bad signod the farewell lottor in which 
Clive boldly rebuked his honourable masters for sundry 
aots of jobbery, corruption, and arbitrary injustice. 
One of tho vacant seats in the Calcutta Council was 
reserved for Wairan Hastings, whose worth Vanslttart 
had already learned to estimate aright. 

The first year of his new office closed or opened iio- 
portent epochs in the history of India. In January, 
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1761, on tbo plain aroaad Fdnipat, had beon fought 
the decisive battlo which broke for 6 time the power 
of the groat Mar&thi Loo^ue, without repairing the 
taJlan fortUDcs of the Houso of B&bar. Baidy in tho 
same month Cornao scattered the Mughal forooe at 
Suan; and SblUi Alain woe glad to mako on 
terms which recognised Kir lOUiin as rightful Siibali* 
tUr of liongal, l^olmr, aotl Orissa. Tliu samu nicuith 
saw tlio upshot of t)io long strugglo buliwunn >'ru»ch 
and Kiiglinh in Kouthom India, whieh openoti with tho 
fall of Ma/lrna in 174(5, Soon afh r tlio peace of Aix- 
la-OUapuUo and the death of tliu first and greatest 
^i»lm of the Ilocoan, that struggle wiw ivnowud jn> 
forioally under the llaga of rival claimantM to South- 
Indian thrones. KngliH]i offioen strove to hrttov the 
teaching of Bupleix, and the trained Sopoya of (Olvo 
and iawrenco fought like K^glishmen against tlioir 
h’rouoh and native <>pponi;ntA. In 17,(57, when Kraiicw 
and ICiiglaml woi'o agHiu at \rtH‘ in ISuropu, tlio struggJo 
in Sou them Iiwlia Inicamo a rogulw grapple for Ufo. 

It wont on with varying fortam\ until, in Sop. 
tuinhor, 1760, the doling Wly found lihneudfshutup in 
Pondlchorry by Iho f(jo whein ho had once plaiiiiod to 
<lrivo into tho sea. On tlia j6th of tho ii«xt daimivry, 
T76S, tlio capital of Frcncli India was aurrondi rcd 
by its starving garrison Into thu IiiukIh of the rcnoluto 
Kyre Ooote. Tlu'oe monW la later tho 1 a.^t of tlio Ku^ncli 
garriaons laid down its anna The di^fencos of Pondi- 
cherry were levelled to tlie ground 1 and the dreams of 
Dupicix, Biisay, and Lally renxainod for ever unfulfilled. 
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It iA 66£y Qow io SCO how sti’aD^y events were 
woi’king towards the issue which history has sines 
raeordfid. Had Ahmad Sh6b been defcatod at Pdulpat, 
a groat Uar(ttb(( eupird would havo replaood the 
orumbling empire of Magbais. But fm* tho vlc> 
tones of CUvo, Knox, Oaiilaud, aud CHrnae.our conn- 
trymon would have boon didvon out of Bcugul. It 
was the money furoisbod by Mir KAaim which broii^^ht 
the siego of rundloborry to a timely oIokli, bi«fikri« 
Haidar Alt could maieh to tbo ruiouo of )ns IVuioh 
allies. But fov tl:oj ealousioH and dissonsionH of Frcneli 
officors and tbo abeenoo of duu Hup{>ort from hoinii, 
the tight for empire between tho rival settlors in 
Southsrn India might have been indofloitoly j)rolongocl. 
Flaasey, Plinlpat* and Pondicherty are naiuw wbioli 
represent three critical stages in the growtii of 
our Indian rule. Plaasey made us virtual lusKtotv of 
Bengal and Bohar •, Pinipat opened the way to future 
conquests northward of Behar ; while PondiobuxTy loft 
us bee to doininato in course of time all tbo wide coun¬ 
try that spreads from the Arabian Sea to the Bay of 
Bengal. 

From this time forth the Company combine tho 
pursnit of peaceful trade with the funotions of an 
armed territorial power. As far back as 1689 one of 
their deepatebea contained these signideant words 
* The increass of our revenue is the subject of our 
care as much aa our trade; 'iis that must maintaiu our 
force when twenty accidents may interrupt our trade 5 
’tie that must make ue a nation in India.’ They 
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wiTC now drawing a goodly rcvonuc not only fniui 
large tracts of fcrtQo coimtry m Lower Ryiigal, lait 
frojn the Nortbcrn Circfira also, wlirnm* BuMy’K 
BolcUcia bod becu drivou out by Uio Oashnig IVdoniJ 
Fordo. In Rongal alono tlicy bml jiow a ngulur 
anny of nearly ^ 3,000 wbito Tuen aiul Hc^puyK; lln* 
Dutch at Cbitjsiiridi, oowcmI by tbiMr liiti* di b'Hta, 
could give no iVrthor ti'oiiblo; mid 11 m» little rriiiMMx 
of tbo Ilonibay inmdnu bad boon i)<dn^ gniMl ice 
against tliu plrivtiia of tbo Malabivv (bnuit. 'I'Jio griat 
pi'ovinco of ihmgal and Bihnr wu* rub^^l by a noinine^' 
of the (lalcutta Uouneil Fitni 1 tl lat patU of ei npir< \ u]» 
wliloUtlio Company woio now ci'oipiiig, no ivturn wiw 
pOHsibla tbonoofortli. Yrdin/a unUa I'rfitn'Huin W the 
moral of tlioir Mubsoquent cuucr. Tlu.» niagnt'i of 
oiroumstanco will draw tbeni on wait! through a tuuxi* 
of ware, allianoos, and cojnjuvota, to a bnight of 
political giuatnooH surpussiiig that of Aklmr and 
Auraagsob. 


CHAPTER ir 
CllEQUtnKl> VOUTUNKH 
1751-1769 

‘ Tksrb U no in oiif IncUaii history —wrote 
Sii* John Milcolm—* so rovoUinij an the four yoftrs of 
tbo weak and inoffi^ont mlo of Mr. Van»ittiirt>’ In 
yot stronger langungo Mooaulny clooJarcMi tlint tiio 
inteiTol between Clive's first and sooond ndininiH- 

trntion 'bos loft on tbo &mg of the Bust India 
Ooapaay a stain not wholly effaoocl by many ycarM 
of just o&cl humane govommout.’ It wiu indoed 
a dismal period for tbo honour of the Britlsli nomo. 
Vaosittart bimsolf woe a wolbmconing pci’son of 
average probity* but little force of cb&ractur. Hastings, 
who had much force of ohamoter^ eoiubined with 
rare abilitios and a namo thus for unbloiuiabod, won 
still young both in years and ofKcial atamling as 
compared with the leading members of Vanslttart’A 
Cooncil. Under the vicious system which, many 
years afterwards, was tbo bane of Hastings* own 
adminiatration, all power for good or evil lay 
with the majority in a eounoil whose Preeident ha<l 
only the easting vote. Vaasittort and Hastings wero 
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Qontmually oubvotctl hy colleagwcK who jUiowrsl atniW 
regard for any interesta oxwpt tlicir owiu 

In tlie first years of his rulo Mir K&sim had rlono 
hii boat to duservo goodwill of Iiw WiKlwluftlriiiw. 
Ho hwl diHiiiissod Mir Jafara iuvunriU'M, anil iiiAde* 
tlioui disgorgo the bulk of tlu ir jll-g«>tb*ii wrnith, 
Largo arrival's of pay bful broa disbum*d tu*l only 
to his mutiiuniM soldiory, but tUo t oiajHiiiyM 
SH woU. With the iiioiioy whu'U Iio m*ii 1 ilown Ui 
OidoutU our countryna*n at Mndriw wm* nmbUil 
to coinplcto tUo ovcrtlii'ow <if Ibo I'rviiidi. 
worthy wforma wuro or^lrnil in i*v(*ry hranidi of thv 
Kaw&b'H govomniont. Sibloni had justice 

boon administorod ho {imly, (tr tho ivsvnues ii]i]ilhMl 
to onds so praisuworthy* ah in tlio lirst two ynirH iif 
Kftaim’e rulo in IhMigal. 

But this faii’ pinsspc’ct was hoioi ovt< 1*111 uiih*d, Tin* 
Hiiulu Oovornoi* of i^vtnd had alrt^acly bmi HlMiiiiltHnnl 
hy his l!lng)isii fridiids to the grower <d' a H<fVi>n*iL(ri 
who cUargud Inin *wttii rrUtiiiing in Ids own (>o|fi>rs 
largu HUiriH of immv.y duo tho SniIi*. llaslirigH* 
plaou at tliti howl i»r tho Vatud Kw'tnry hiul 
Hllud ]>y JOlIis, thu vory woi'st niiiii wlioin tht* 
Calcutta Council could liavo solooti'd fin*MtHi a pc»st. 
Houd strong, vudctit, uiiKuupnhmx, iio r(i**uurd u* 
dcliglit in sowing diHMiisiou hi<tw*rrn thr NawAlfn 
ofHcors and tlio Company's Hc^rvurits, ^Ur K/tsittJ 
learned cro long to distrust hin Knglish alb is, w'hosr 
insolence ct(uall<}d tJicir rapacity. 'J'Ji** iirlvilfg^-sand 
immunities claiuiud hy Knglisli ti*adi i's mid tUvir 
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native friends rankled in the mind of a nilcr who 
saw himself robbed of much revenue by the tricks 
and rogueries that fiourUhod everywheru under the 
English flag. 

By vu tue of fonnor treaties tbo Company's goodK 
wervoscempt fiom all tolls and duties in any |)tu*b of 
Bengal. A dudiik or pass, signed by tho liugUnb 
Governor, soourod a froo passage fur tlio goods, ll 
was never la tended to eovui’ tiie private tra<ie of tho 
Company*! seivants, still less that of natives s\ibj(»ct 
Co Che NawiCh of Bungal. But out of tiiu oxoinption 
glow up a vast system of open smuggling, in whioh 
tho Company’s servants led tho way. Kveiy //w- 
nuts 4 ti& or middleman, every native a«iventurer wlic 
oould hire 9 ,da4ak or liy a Company's dag, cheated 
the reveoue in the same fashion. It was said tliat 
the youngest writer in tho C'ompaay’s service could 
make two or three thousand rupoos a month by 
Belli Dg passes to native eustomcn. 

Nor were these the only offences charged against 
cur countrymen. The ^aw&b himself, in a letter 
to VansiCCaii, comphtinod that ‘ all tho Englisl) cbiofh, 
with tholr gum^hcae, oncers, and agonte> in every 
diatnet of the Government, act ae eoUootors, renters, 
and magistrates, and, setting up the Company's 
colours, allow no power to my officers. And bceidcs 
this, the gum^htaa and other servants in every 
district, In every market and village, carry on a 
trade in oil, fish, straw, bamboo, rice, paddy, beteb 
nut, and other things \ and every man with a Com* 
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party's daflt&k in his band regards liiinsolf as not 
IcM than Iho Company Loud and bitter also were 
the murmurs of Mir Klim's officers against tiioso 
overbearing Bdkilm vrhoflo agent* forci'd tlio people 
to buy and aoU at the BahVm' own prico, under pain 
of a flogging, and sat in judgment on their own 
oausos without any rogarcl for the duerri's of tlie 
regular eouiia. 

On hifl way up to I’atnA in April, 1762, UaHtlngs 
reported to tlio Qovomor what hia own eyiH hatl aeon. 
To hia surprise ovory boat ho mot on tlio river lioro 
the Company‘8 flag, whioh was flying also from many 
places along the bank. At almost every village ho 
found the shops closed and the pooplu flvd, for fuav of 
fresh exactions at the bands of English morobanta and 
thoir followers. What he saw then and aftorwards 
convinced him that the IrwIsm doings of hia country¬ 
men could 'bode no good to tlm KawAba revonuos, 
the quiet of tho country, or the honour of our nation*.' 
It was the old tale of masterful ndventuroiu working 
tlieir mad will on neighbours too weak, timid, or 
indolent to withstand them. On the ono aide towered 
‘the strength of eiviliaatioxi without its muoy;' on 
tho otlicr cToucliod a multitude of fcoble folk, debased 
by ccntuiios of foreign tyranny, easto oppreasion, and 
all the lowering influenees of a tropical climate. Tho 
peoplo of Bengal in fact were as nhoep waiting to bo 
shorn by men who would certainly shear them to tho 
skin. 

‘ Uiirn SrtM /wli^ Bnok IV, oh, v. 

• Oluffs Wamn toL i. 
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But the roftiu purpcso of Hastings’ joumoy was not 
to deal with this particular griovanec. Vannittart 
had sent him to act os peaoomakor in tho diHpuU-a 
than Mmincring hotwcen Mir KAahn and tho Eogliah 
at Pato^ The NawAb bad latoly tronsforwl hin capital 
from Munhid^ihitd liighcr up thu river to ilongliyr. 
With tho help of a few Eui option advontunOT ho hiwl 
begun to iwxoilol Iub army aftor tho KumpcimfiiHhioii. 
Eo hod aJao made ovorturon of some kind to tlm Na- 
wAh Waah* of Oudh. Within tho now dofonenH af 
Honghyr ho sot up an arsonal for tho eaxiang of guns 
and tho iniUiQfacturt of muakots, equal to eny tlum 
nado in Europe. Moanwlulo EHis hiinsolf intlulgwl 
in acts of high-handed violonco, which could only fan 
the flams of KAsim^s growing rosontmont. HIh At¬ 
tempt to sciso and punish ono of the Na^vAb’s ofliccrn^ 
for refusing to pass tho piivato goods of a Cojiqmny’N 
eervant duty-fcoo, was followed by tho anwt of 
another, who was scat down in uons to (.'alcutta* 
for daring to buy saltpetre on hU master's account 
without the Company's leave, Early in i76a» ho 
despatched troops from the FatnA garrison to Moarch 
for desorfcem in Monghyr. The native governor 
fused to admit the troops, but invited two of their 
officers to acoompany him round the fort. 

To Ellis this seemed only a freah provocation. The 
troops were ordered to stand fast before Moughyr, 
Both parties appealed to Calcutta, whence Hastings 
at Vanrittarts request started up country to see if he 
could bring matters to a peaceful issue, At SAsserAm 


HASTJNCS’ lajSSION FAII^ 51 

ho got spcQch of the Nawib, who roa<Ul7 allowed the 
officer of Hflfltmge’ esscort to go and eeai'ch for de- 
sortere in Monghyx. The troops which had Icon sent 
thither returned <imctly to Patn^t. 

MJr Kfisim also agreed to a plan propounded by 
Vansittait'a envoy foi' aba^g the niiPChicJH onwcd by 
the conflict of rival powers and intcroMts iu Bengal. 
'Nothing.' >Yroto Hasting?, 'will ovw is'wdi the loot 
of those evils, till some cwtaiii boundary ho fixed 
hotwocn tho Nabob m authority aiul our privili’goM.* 
Hut tho plan wliicli sought to dofino that boundary 
was dUallowod by VanBittart'H colh'iigiioa os M) insult 
to tho Ejigliah name and a fratid upon tlio (Joiupiuiy. 
At the end of thvuo montlie, Hasting? returned Ut 
Calcutta, conscious of the failure for which )to whs 
not to bUme. 

In November, 1762, Hostings went up again tti 
Monghyi*. in company with VanBittmt, who still 
hoped to avert tho wor which loino of his Coujieil 
Boomed bent on pi'oveking, Kihiiin gave them a 
cordial weioomo. Alter some discusBien It wan 
agioed on botli aides that tho inJaivl trade of tlm 
Cumpony'B servants abould bu lialde only to an ••tl 
Vilttmn duty of nine per cent, on the ooMt of tludr 
gooda at tho place of pui'choso. In making tliiH Kiuall 
eoneu&don to a perfectly just domau<l, VonKittart ha /1 
reckonod without tho majority of his Council Tlicy 
were furious at the thought of muTcndeiing a fraction 
of their own privileges for tho general good. The 
new agreement was aunuUod with a storm of jeers. 
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Mir K^m retotted by issuing in M&rch, 1 76^, &zi edi^ 
which abolished all transit duties in Bengal. 

This obvious remedy for tho gUiisg injusdoe of 
a trade system which encouraged every form of fraud, 
plunder, and violence, robbing the ^awAb'a treasury 
and impoverishing his poople for tbe benefit of a band 
of greedy forrignors, evoked yet lender clamours ^an 
before against a prinoo w])0 (bus strove to place hU 
own countrymen on an equal footing with thoir 
privileged rivals. In vain did Hastings and Van- 
sittart plead for the right of a wholo nation to trade 
in their own country on the toims arrogated by a few 
strangeaie from TTestern laas. Tho minority in Council 
resolved to let Eisim Ali Khin knowtl^e full moaauro 
of hii wrongdoing towards the virtual arbiters of his 
fate. While two of their number baatenod up country 
to demand the prompt withdrawal of the obnoxious 
ediot, orders were sont to all the factories and gam- 
sons to prepare is effect for war. Bllis at Patn^ found 
hineelf fnt to take his own way towards results which 
ware soon to cost him and his oomrades very doar. 

Tho Kawib .saw his danger, but refused com¬ 
pliance with the demands of the English envoys. 
Despsiring of further help from Calcutta, he began to 
seek it &om the ruler of Oudb, with whom tiie still 
bomelees Emperor, Sb£b Alam, had found shelter. In 
epite of fresh provocations fromEUia, he still wavered on 
the brink of an armed struggle with his former friends. 

' In what way have I deceived or betrayed you ?'— 
he wrote in June to Vonsitiart. ' 1 never devoured 
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two or throo ci'oi’os of mpeea of tUo treasure of lltlr 
Jafav iCh&n. I coTei* soiled a of the land 

belonging to Calcutta; nor have 1 impriaonod your 
gomaahtas. Have I not discharged the dobte eon- 
tracted by the Kbdn afoi’onuiiod ? Did I procure from 
you, gontlomon, the payment of tho arrears of his 
army, or put you to the e);poo«o of znaiutaining tin* 
Company's foi'ooe ? .. .. 1 gave you a country whiclr 
producocl near a cioro of iiipeoa. Woa it for thiu only, 
that after two or tliroo monthfi you lUrouhl plaoo an- 
otlioi’ on tlio wmiful of the NisuUnat?’ 

At this moment Hastingii wee undergoing a sharp 
cross-fire from both pavtios to the ponding Qonti’Ovuisy. 
In the bittamesa of hia spiidt the Kawiib traced all 
hie troubles and misfortunes to Mr. Hastings, wlro 
bad once eounsellod him to ' engage the BngUsh in his 
interests,' and to accept tho fatal gift of government 
from their hands. In tho same month of June the 
imputed ' author of all those evils * bad been roundly 
reviled in the couooU-room by an angry oolloaguo for 
defending Mir Kitsim with tho unsampulous wia! of 
a birod solicitor. Tho strong language was followed 
up by a blow, for which Batson had to offer a full 
apology in tciice dictated by the Council itsolf. 

Somo weeks earlier Hastings Imd vainly pi otcatu<l 
against the largo powers which Lis colleagues resolved 
to bestow at such a juncture on the rash, wrongheaded 
chief of the Patni factory. The 1‘esult was soon to 
justify his forecast. The arrest of an English mcrch nnt 
and the seizure of a boat>loadof arms by tbo NawiibV 
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officers droTO EUis he« 41 oQg into open w&r. On the 
night of June 24 hi& troops c&rrisd the city of P&tni 
with a rash. Tbs INawib replied to this challenge by 
ordering the arrest of every Englishman in Bengal. 
Amyatt, a leading pardsan of Ellis in tbo Calcutta 
Oonncil, was in attempting to resist Kir Kfhdm's 
offioers. Patnii was rooovoi’ocl as oneily fw it liad 
boon lost; and ere long Ellis himself 'wltli many of bis 
oouatrymen fell into tbo bands of a coa(]ueror whoso 
passions were already boyond control. 

The campaign that folbwod was as glorious for 
our aims as the past tbroo years hsd boen disgiaco- 
ful to our civilmtion. In spito of tito July rains 
the bold Krjor Adams began his victoifous inaitih 
through Bengal. In five months he led bis little 
force of Europeans and Sepoys from Calcutta to tbo 
Karunzutsa; routing in two pitched battles many 
times his number of disciplined troops, winning four 
strong places by slaga or sssault, and capturing over 
four hundred pieces of cannon. Never bofoi'o tbo 
great Mutiny was a bard campaign more eplcudidly 
fought against heavier odde. In requital for the 
rout of Oiriah on Auguet a, Kir Klieim’s fury oould 
be elaked only by the blood of those who had fallen 
into his power. Several of his nobles and officers who 
had bean friendly to the English were put to death. 
Two great Hindu bankers of the Seth el an were 
dung into the Qsngce. The capture of Hor^byr in 
September sealed the doom of his English prisoners 
whom he had safely lodged at Fatn£. Walter Rein> 
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iiardt> known to EogHabrnw by bis Dicknamo of 
Sombro, which the natives iursod into SumiTi, was an 
Alsatian soldier of fortune, who hA<l transfoiTOcl his 
services from ono flag to another, until ho rose to high 
command under the Nawitb of Bongal This mfhan, 
who bad onco dcsoi*tod from on Koglinh 
cheerfully undertook tlm hutclioi 'H InisinrtM for whieli 
nono of Kasim's nntivo ollioors wou]<) volmitotT. 

On tho .^th Octobor, 17(^5, nearly two luiiidrud inrn. 
women, and chil<lron, wore nhot down or cut to ^noOCH 
in Sumru'i presunco by two comprvniuK of liin tii>pnyH. 
Many of tho prieonurs fought for their lives with 
biiokbatSi bottles, anything that came to hand. 
Their very oxooationort bogged that weapons shoultl 
be famished to thoir victims, since tho butchering of 
UDarmed men was no fit work for ftTnn'd aoMiora. 
But Sumvu sti uck down eomo of tho murinuivrn, and 
tho rest were driven to complete their rux'ulsivn tnsk. 
Bllis himself, with moro than fifty civil or ntilitnry 
odioers, was among tho slain. Anotlior victim was 
the samo Lusliingtcn who, aftoi* surviving tho horrors 
of the Black Hole, had served as llAHtings* <diitif 
aAsiatant at Uurshiddfa^id. Of all tUu prisoiirrH at 
PatnA ono man only, Dr. b ullarton, wuc fli«trrd. to 
join Adams presently on his upwanl march The 
bodies of the murdered, ono of tliem still brcatl;ing, 
were thrown into the ncarvat well. 

On the dth November, 1763, PatnA was stormed by 
Adams’ heroic little army. A week icter they were 

* Breouitf'a fiuat«<xl*» ScAws/ixm OU Otfntfjv. 
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hurrying forward in cba«e of a broken and die* 
hoartenod foe. But before Adams could reach the 
Kaiainn&sa Mir K(^im and tho butcher Suuu*u had 
found aholtor beyond that stream with Shnjd-ud-dauli, 
the Nawftb Waalr of Oudh. Worn out with toil and 
ezpoam’o, Adame threw up hie command, and rcacbed 
Calcutta only to dio. 

Meanwhile Mfr dafar, now old, loproua, and weak- 
wittod, fonnd bimiolf rclnetatod aa Nawiib in IvU 
former capita], on conditione which left him a moro 
tool in hU patrons' bonds. He promiaod to reimpoao 
all the old traneit duties against his own sul^ocU, 
to restore to the Company'a servante all their feruior 
immunities, and to pay largo sums into the Company's 
treasury as oompeDia^on for public and piivato losses. 
In these arrangomsots neither Vaosittart nor Eastings 
seems to have borne an active part. Both of them 
foresaw the brewing of new commo^ons with tho ro* 
sppearance of tho old incentives. Vansittart, writing 
to the Court of Director, deolarod his conviction 
that ' our connexions in this country are at present 
on a point where they cannot stand; they are either 
too great or too little*.' Hor did Hastings stoop 
to soil his fingers with any of the money which his 
collesgues pocketed on acoount of losses incurred in 
the prosecution of sn illegal trade. 

In spite of Adams’ victories, the fighting was not 
yet over. Mir Elisim found a willing champion in the 
Haw&b Wazir of Oudh. Early in 1764 Shujfi-ud*daul6, 

' Auter'i £rtt£fA fiwto /ndio, toI. i. 
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accompuiUd by ShAb AJftm &nd Mir K(Uim, mcircdiod 
at tba head of a powerful army towavdathe Karamn Aaa. 
Repulsed from l^atni on May 5, after many houn’ 
bard fightin^f, be withdrew for the lainy season to 
BaxAr. A W weeks later tbo mutinous spirit, which 
bad been fiasbing out fitfully for soino monthn paet, 
broke forth again among the Sepoys wltli Kuch 
violence, that M^'or Hector Munio w>ik driven to 
quoU it by blowing the rlnglua<lurH from thu crmnon’s 
mouth, Tho nmtineers rotumed to their soskuh and 
bhoir duty; and in October Muniu's foi^ce of sc>‘vofi 
thouttfind moo, mostly Sepoys, withtwonty-oightgunH, 
began its ovontful march upon BaxAi*. 

On the 231x1 of October, 17d4,Muni'o won tho sphmdjd 
victory of BaxAr, over fifty thousand of ShitjA's troops, 
wJiioU inoludod Suixu'u's disoiplinotl brigad(^4 and 
thousanda of those AfghA)t hoM«mcn vrho hod fought 
HO bravely at X^Anlpat. SInyA s «d)timcs of conquest 
in Hin<UisUin ^md ICAsim^H bopue of venguanoo un his 
English foos wore wi’ockod for ever on that disnstrouH 
field. Munro’s groat vietoiy r>pcn<>d Che way to our 
Hubsrqucnt capture of AllahithAd, drove ShAh Alikin 
to ti'cat for peace and pixjb*ctlou froiu< Lis noininol 
protcotoiv, and }>i‘Ought liiin in the following year, a 
needy and anxious suppliant, into tim BritiHli e»iinp. 
Mot many months wove to paf» bofoio Mir KAsim bad 
flod for shelter into Bobilkband, and the infamouH 
Sumru, whom ShujA would aot surronder an<l could no 
longer defend, was soiling his services to the JAts of 
Bbartpur, while the twice-beaten ShujA blnisolf was 
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fain to fiocept peace on thdt orm Ceims £n>m the 
Tiitunl ooiuiueroTs of Oucih. 

Wbea the news of Mimro’e victory reached Calcutta, 
HMtiDgs reeigned bic scat in Council and made ready 
for the voyo^ homo to tlic land wbci'o bis only child, 
shipped off throe yoars earlier, lay slowly dying under 
bis aunt's care. Nothing hut tho outbreak of war 
with KiUlm bad prevented liirn tbi'owiiig up tbo 
Company’s seiwicc in the middle of 1765. Vanslttort 
also wu glad to retire at suoU a niomont from a post 
which bad brought him little honour and vexations 
without end. In NovemLer the two sailed hotnowords 
together in His Majesty's ship Mulvuiy. 

After a rosidonoe of fourteen years in India, Warren 
Hastings was still a poor man by oompamon with 
other 'Nabobs’ of his own standing, 01 tbo modest 
fortune whieh be bad seraped together, not a rupee 
appears to have been obtained by methods wbioh in 
those days could have been called irregular. While 
men lilce Drake, HolwsU, Clive, Vansittart, Camae, 
made then* thousands at one stroke out of the needs 
or the gratitude of native princes; while the Oom> 
pony’s servants of all grades grew rioh on bribes and 
perquisites drawn from native merebants, placemen, 
and landholders—Hastings kept proudly aloof :&*ozn 
the general scramble for sordid or ill-gotten gains. 
To any one breathing an atmosphere so tainted, the 
temptation to eniioh himeelf by whatever means must 
have been very cogent; nor bad Vansittart's ablest 
colleague forgotten tiie purpose formed by the dreamy 
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child &t Churchill. But tu 9 o&tive honesty, or his 
proud self-respect, ensblod him to walk cleanly 
through the mire which defiled so many Bnglishmon 
of his day, not only in India, but at home. ‘It is 
certain ’—os Macaulay has neatly phrased iW that 
he was novox charged with having boi^nc a sharo in 
the worst abusce which then prevailed i and it is 
almost o<iually certain that, if hu had borne a sliaro 
in those abuses, the able and bittoi* enemies who 
afturwiudB poivocutocl him would not have failed to 
discover and to proclaim his guilt.' 

Before leaving Caleutta, Has^ga had sent his 
Mister, Mrs. Woodman, a thousand pounds, in rotum, 
no doubt, for her care of his littlo son Qeorgo. whose 
early death wah the drat nows that greeted him on 
his landing in England. On the widow of bis good 
uuolc Howcu’d he had settled an annuity of two 
hundred pounds. The bulk of his savings ho hod 
left in Bengal on security which, according to Gloig, 
ws« soon to fail him. Of tho four years which he 
spent in England very littb is known for ooi*tain. 
Ko vTss introduced to Br. Johnson, whoso personal 
knowledge of him was at least enough, as tlio groat 
man afterwards wrote, to make him * wish for more.' 
The literary taetos wJiich bad lout their polish to his 
minutes and despatches In Bengal found a now outlet 
in tho writing of much pi’ose and verse on vaiious 
topics of tho timo. During his first wintm* at homo 
ha applied in vain to the Court of Diroetors for fiveh 
employment in India. In tho following year^ 
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he gAve sooie useful, Btraightforwnrd eTiclenco before 
ft P&rliameutAry committee on Indi&n aifnii’s. 

About the same time Hastings laid before the 
India House a achccoo which, forty years afterwards, 
gave birth to the Coin|»ny'8 training college at 
Hftiloybury. Ho proposed t]\at the Company hHouM 
found aomowhoro in England a HOiulnary at which 
thoir writers might gain due knowlo<lgu of Peraian, 
in tboeo days tho ofHeial language of linlin, tlii\)iigh 
eompotont profossora imported tho l^t. Johnson 
pi'obably loolcod with favour on a Hchomo which inut 
with no onoouragoincnt in LoadonhaU Street, whore 
strict economy woe tho one cry. 

Between Lis rooent loaece in India and liU liheiul 
outlay on rolativea at homo, Hoetinga prcacnlly 
found himaolf very short of funds. His second mpioat 
for re-employment wm not mode in vain. In 1768 
the Court of Dirootors, lookiog out (w a trustworthy 
servant who would put things financially straight at 
Uadru, appointed Hastings to a seat in tho Kadi'sa 
CounoQ ‘ next below Mr. Hu Prd.’ In thoir letter to 
the President and Council they spoke of tho now* 
comer as *a gentleman who has served us many 
years upon the Bengal ostablishmont, with great 
ability and unblemished eharaoter.’ Early in 1769 
Hastings uuled from Dover on board tho /Hike of 
Qrafton for Madras. Bather than stint his relatives 
of the ud derived from his bounty, be bad been 
reduced to borrow the money for his own outfit. 

During the past four years the Compsny's afiairs 
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in Indift bad gono through strango ontuigleinoDta 
and momdiitous crlsca. In May, 17^5, Lord Cl Wo 
fldlod up tho H(igl! ea Qovoroor and Cominandor-in- 
Chief at Fort ‘WillUm, By that time i'amao had 
drivon tho MarAUiie back actonh tbo Jiiiuna and 
compelled tho ruler of OudU to huo fur pinoi? 011 Urin# 
dictated by his conquci’Orx. By a tnaty eciucludorl 
' with Olivo biuiwjif, Shujd Bgixjod to pay ft fliio of half 
a xniUiou sterling to tlio Coinj>any» to grAiit tho 
Company’fl BOi'vanta freo trado tlirougiiont Iuh diuoin* 
ioDA^ and to han<l over to hw Ungu lord SliAh Alani 
tho difitiicta of Kora and Allalidhild. In ndum for 
tbceo difltrlcU, and a yculy tribute of twonty-alx 
lakha A‘om Bengal, tho oxilwl Kmperov bcKtowcd, by 
grant, upon bii Bfiglish frionds tho Diwlni or virtual 
govommont of Bengal, Bohai', and OiiiMia, a territory 
twice M laigo and populous oa tlic BritiKli Island k, 
and yielding a I'ovonuo of tbi^eo million i>euadH. 

By thU stroke of policy the ('oinpany practically 
disguised tho true extent of fchdr tomtorlal greatness, 
under covor of the powers iiiipliod in a legal document 
signed by the titular hood of a disembodied Kmpiro. 
From the day when Mir Jafai* was first seated on tho 
mutniful of Bengal, tho Mcpti*© of govoinmunt had 
passed into tlioir hands. But tho Imperial yur^idn 
ruight servo for a time to mask the transforuiatlen of 
a mere trading company into a givmt political power. 
A puppet sovereign might still hold hie couH at 
Mumhid&bid and pi’etccd to administer Juetico through 
his own officers, while tho Company's troops kept 
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go&rd over the public peaC6i and tbo Company'e 
eervante ooctroUed the manag^ccient of the publie 
imoDoes. On tho death of Mir Jafar in 17^^'), bis son 
K^jm-od^ouU was placed on tho mock throno by 
tboso who bod just boon plundoiing his holploM father. 
Spencer and bis oolloa^uus in tliu Council took caro 
to dll tbeir own pursue at tho now Nawdli’s uxp4>n«.\ 
Twenty lakhe of rupeoH wok tlio sum paid oi^t to thciii 
froui tho doplutod tixicaury at 2ihir8liiiUl>dil. 

Ciivu's roappooranco in Ikmgal put an oiul to all 
sach atrocities, so long as lio rumauustl at bis post. 
But illnees sent liim homo again in i76t, liofuro his 
task waa half fialsbed. In thoio two yoars howuvor 
ho had done znuob to zetriovo tho fgjtuncs and tbu 
fair fame of his half-hearted employers. He had won 
from a noody Mughal ompuror the charter wliiob 
placed a mmohant company on tho throno of Bengal, 
fiy i^eatoriDg his forfeit kingdom to tlio ruler of Oudh, 
ha bad turned a clangorous foe into an obodieiit ally. 
His strong will and daunUow courage had quollecl a 
widospraad mutiny among his English ofRoers and 
ovarbomo all rasistanco within bis own Council. In 
spite of oabala around him and a grudging support in 
England, be bad cut down or swept away some crying 
abuses in tbe Company's eotwicc, had rotrcnchGcl some 
wasteful outlay, and done all in short that one man 
could do, under such eonditioos, to atone for the 
miarule, corruption, violence and financial blundering 
of tho past five yean. 

During his voyage to Madras Hastings foil dan* 
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gerously iU. Hu obiaf nurse was » married 
youQ^, chamiug, acoompliebGd^ whose husband, Barou 
Imhoffi & poor German nobleman, was going out to 
seek his fortune at hladraa. Between Hastings and 
Mrs. Imhoff the grovping intimaoy doopunud iitto love. 
Imhofi^’s noods, or perhaps his good-nature, inclined 
him to make the best of an awkward oonip1ieati<ui. 
How far Ids wife's passion had tlien led ber, n^ay 
pei'liaps bu a matter of opinion. By on arrange) uent 
made between the parties tbemsolvcs, Mr. and Mrs. 
Xmhoff wore to live on togothur m mm and wife, 
pending the issue of a divoroo-suit which tlio lady wfw 
to carry on with Haatinga’ money and the Buro)fs 
eonscEkt in the Franconian oourte. Okdg assurea w 
that Mr. a)^d Mi's. Imhoif 'lived together with good 
repute,’ first in MadrM and afterwai'ds in Caloutta. 
And Macaulay, for oneo agreeing with tho I'ovoruid 
chapliun, assumes that Hosting's love, like all hia 
passions, was not less strong and deep than 'pativiit 
of delay/ Certain it is at lutat, that sulf-euntrol 
and a tender ohivali’y towards women woi'o cciualiy 
prominent traits in Haatiugs’ clioractor. 


CHAPTER Jit 
Tirii En'kithii m Mad)uh 

2769-r772 

WiiBH Wori'ea Ha»fcing;a IfVTidod, in 17^9, At Marlva«, 
his now chiof, Du Prd, had Alrotuly boon inHtAllod ok 
Govoi'flor of Fort St Goorgo in tbo room of Lruironca 
Palk. TUo Porioo of Paris, in 1763, bad rostorod Potidi- 
ohony to tlio Fioneh, who In thoir turn acknowlcdgod 
onr good friend Mubnmmod AH as Kawih of tKo 
Kaitiatic, while both nations aeeoptod the frntrlcido 
Niaim AH as defueln rulor of tho Doccan. Thonco. 
forth tlio Nftwdb of tho Karnatio loignod by suflbianoo 
of bU English f^ioods, who undoitook tho nuHtary 
dofonoo of his kingdom, loating him to mismanago its 
intomal affairs. In 1765 an Lnporial Parmdn, oh' 
tainod by CUvo at Falk’s 1‘Cquoat, invostod the Com¬ 
pany with sovereign rights over the Northern Oliodrs, 
and freed the ruler of tho Kamatic &om his old 
eJlogianoe to the Nisdm of Eaidarihdd. Thus, within 
five years from the fall of Poadichorry, the East 
India Company became in affect tbo dominant power 
along the eastern seaboard of Southern India, from 
Orissa to Cape Comorin. 


J(/S£ HAlDAn AlJ 


45 


Tbd Niz&m however had no mind to acoopt an 
arrangement which ignored hie own cluma over the 
ceded provincoa. Alarmed hy hie threats of war, and 
painfully cone^us of a druned oxohe^^uor, the Madras 
Council agi^ocd to pay the VizAm tribute for tlio 
Ciro&rs, and to aid him witli tlioir own troopa in time 
of need. That time was fast approachlug. Haidar 
All Kb^ was a MubaminuJan eoldiur of fo^uiHu 
wboBo strong will and JauntlcsR eourngc, baoltod by a 
matohlcsB turn for intrigue, bad mado him tbo foi^c- 
moat oflicu* and at longtli the uauiping rulor of th<« 
Hindu kingdom of Mysuru, seated behind tlio woody 
rampaiia of the Kaatom Qhdta. l^or aomo yoaiii piutt 
be bad boon £llisg hia tioaauiy and enlarging his 
hontlere at tbo expense not only of the Malabar 
prineea, bat even of the MaiAtluts and tlm Nitdni. 
At last his growing powoi' provoked tlio hfixdin to 
moke war upon him in concert with the young Mari- 
ilul PeshwA, Madhu B^o, whoso famous fatbot*, BUaji, 
Jiad died heaxtbrokon after the rout of PAnipat. 

P^Iy in 1757 a great Manlth(t army invaded My^ 
soro. Buying the invaders off with a lai'gu riuiHOiri, 
Haidar next persuaded Nixiim All to Join him in 
attacking the very force winch had been doMpatclied 
from Mwliwi to the Nix^m’s aid. Cidonol Smith, how¬ 
ever, and his bravo bttlo army woio equal to tlio need. 
Two giviat victories, won against cnonnoua oddH, 
olcorod the Kornatie of all invodon, and drove the 
futhlsBs Nisdm All to sue for peace. TJm treaty 
which bad just been ao foully broken, I’alk’e Council 
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now renewed in effect with yet worse additions; for 
they bound themselves to fight for a twice pcijurod 
ally against the fierce, wily, resourceful Sultiin of 
Mysore. The Company, in fact, were oommlttorl to a 
long and costly striigglo witUtho stoutest, ablvst, and 
most dotorminod foo whom our aims ha<l evor on* 
oonntoi’od in Boiithom India. 

The Court of Dirootorft cried aloud agai)int the 
in whiling policy of their sciwant# at Maclnw*, Onc<^ 
more they declaiNxl it none of their huHinow to act as 
' uinpiron of Indostan.’ It was not for tlioir interest 
that either the KistUn or Haidar sliould l>o erushod 
altogether, while tlio MarAtbits, wliom they dreaded 
more than Haidar, remained to overrun India. 
Ail they cared for was to hold aloof the quarrels 
of the ' oeuntry powers'; and very strong was the 
laoguago in whioh they condemned the bai’gain Just 
made with the Hlsdm for tho possession of provinces 
still owned by the ruler of Mysore. And in tho opulent 
fortunes lately amassed by their own icrvants they 
eaw only fi'ceh grounds for the popular boUof that ‘ this 
rage for nogotiations, treaties, and allianoes, has private 
advantage for its object, mors than the public good.' 

Meanwhile the war agaisst Haidar Naik, as his 
opponents scornfully styled him, raged fbr some 
months with varying fortune. His etinng places 
on the Malabar coast were captured at one moment by 
a force sent hx^m Bombay, only to be retaken at tbc 
next by Haidaifs unstayiog energy. On his eastern 
frontder Smith pressed him so bard that, before the 
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and of 176^!, ho m&da ovorttim for pcaeo on tcrmfl 
which Folk’s Council unwisely rejected. Then, tun]ing 
iiorcoly on hU eesulantst whom Smith for a timo bad 
ccasod to command, ho drovo thorn acroea the frontier 
and sent a cloud of bonemcn to ravage tlio Karnatio. 

Cnee more Smith prcuod him hack towards Clion- 
galpat ; but tlio daring freohootor had not yet 
played hia last caixl Drawing liia opponent south* 
ward in alow putvuit, ho loft hie infantry an<] guns in 
tho IkilU noar Fondiohorry, and dashod off with six 
thousand of his beet horsemen towards Ma<lras. Fo* 
foTo Smith could overtake him, the gaino had boon 
won. From his camp on Mount St Thomaa> within 
sight of Madras itself, Haidar sent tho Madras Ooucoil 
a moseage which dcolarsd bis readiness to treat for 
peace. At hia request Kr. Du Prd> 'who Is a wise 
sirdar and one of the councillors,' came out to hie 
caisp for a friendly diecuaaion. On the 3rd April, 
1769, Haidar signed a treaty of his own dictating, 
which left him inastor of all hia former conquests, and 
hound each party to help tho other agalast all aa> 
sajlrmts. Wont of money and the cowardice of their 
native alhes were tho chief exousus pleaded by Palk’a 
OounoU for this lams, inglorious outcome of a war 
into which they had plunged so recklessly, with airoH 
so for transcending their Umitod means. 

If Haidar Ali set much store by the promises of 
hia now alliee, ho was soon to reap a bitter dUap* 
pointment. 

In 1770 a great Marathi army invaded Mysore, to 
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pusiab Haidar for witbholcUog bis promised 6iibut« 
from the Pesbwi of Poona. Agaioat auporiov num^rcra 
and good loading all Haidar'a strategy \raa of no 
avail; and nothing but tho Mar&tlii giMnl foi* i>lTmdor 
saved bis capital. SoringapaUm.from ccrtiiiii capture. 
In bis axti’Oinity Haidar appealed for hrlp to tljv 
Hadi'oa Connell Tb at help D u IV and I iIh ooI I 
felt bonnd to givo. But Sir John Lindeuvy, who had 
oomo out od King Ooorgo'a Bijvoy to tbo HawAb of 
tbo Karnatio, encouraged Muliaiomad All to taka liin 
own way in dcAaneo of bia Kngliali patvonN; mid tbo 
KawAb resolved to gratify Ins batrod of Jlaidar by 
leaguing Ulmsolf with Haidar's foca. On tbm point 
bowever the HawAb gave way; butnctliing could in- 
duoe bini to keep faith with tbe man ho Imted, and 
without bis support Du Pi‘d could do nothing forliis 
sworn ally. Shut up in Seringapatam. wiUioul bopo 
of aid fitiin any quarter, tbo turbulent nilor of Mysoro 
was ditvon at last to accept a peace wbicK stiippcd 
him of nearly half bis kingdom, and saddlod liis 
treasury with tbo payment of a heavy fino. Ho novor 
forgave tbo English for wbat bo coAsidorod a cowardly 
bre&ob of faitb. 

As second in Council and memhor of a Scloot Com¬ 
mittee for dealing with all tbo Company's affaire, 
Warren Hastings seems to have takon a moderating 
part in matters of foreign policy. His letters ebow 
bow keenly be resented tbe intorferenoe of a King’s 
Envoy at Areot with tbe powers entrusted to tbe 
Coundl of Fort St. George. It was an evil day, he 
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for bU countrymen in India, whon a King's 
minifttcT came out to thwai't the boat effoi'ta of tbe 
Company’^ officcrii, by sowing dissension between tlio 
Madiafi Oouneil and the prince who owed everything 
to tUoir support. It woe true that Lindsay 'h buO' 
c(«8or» Sir Holort Haiiand, hod boon cnjoluoil to act 
in all hftiToony with tlio Mfulroe Govornmont. But 
the post lie liold at tho court of Mubaiuiimd Alt 
gave hirii an authority llkoly to claMli with tbac of 
tlic Compuiy, whono ‘boiiciir and impoiianco* woio 
ostonaildy hiK chief concern. Hastings saw nothing 
but mischief In tho ‘imnatuvol poworn’ outruHtod to 
Hailand, ^powcia given not to oxtond tho BritiHii 
dominion, or mcimso tho honour of tlio nation, but 
auiToptitiously stolen out for tho visible puiposc of 
oppi'cssing tbo King's subjects and woakoning tho 
bands by which lus inHuonco ia siistained in In<Ua' 
The Company's affairs would ncvoi* proopoi' till tho 
King's minisCor was jccalled. ' His presonoo con do no 
good. Hu alienates tlio Kabob fi'om the Comfiaity, 
and is tho original cause of all tho distixiss which 
you have Buffoiod and oi^c like to suffer in your 
finances.' 

Tiiis was written to Sir Ocoige Colobinoku, tlicn 
Chairman of tbo Court of Directors. As a luyal 
servant to bis maetei?, Hastings ploadud tliat tho 
rocali of Harland was tho only way to untie tlio 
hoods of tho Madras Government for administering 
tbo affairs of tbo Karnatic, and scouiing to tlie Com¬ 
pany their propci* share of any advantage gained by 
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tbeir ^rma; ‘&t present tbe risk is alDiost wholly 
the Cotopany's, and the fruits entirely the Nabob's.' 
To Sulivan, one of tie Directors, he coinplains of 
the troubles browed within M&drtbs by tlic NawAb's 
Scotch partisans, who 'indoiuc hU jialoitsy of our 
govenment, food lua rcaontinents with every raMuidly 
tolotiiat the idle convei’sation of tbo settles i<>nt oaii 
fhnush tliem witli, and assiKt hiiii in hm literary 
polemic, lor such his Icttui’H of tlio Irmt two youn» 
may be truly called^-’ 

In spite of those zn&oifcst gitjunde for Juet coui* 
plaint, Hastings bore himself so disci'ou€y tlut^ughout 
the NawAb's contiovcrsies with Du Pro's Council, 
that, on tho eve of his departure for Calcutta, be 
received a parting usuranco of tho NawAb’a good-will, 
gratitude, and ondro satisiactios with ' every part ’ of 
Ml'. Hastings' conduct in relation to himself. ‘ Tliis,’ 
wrote Hastings, ‘ was too boncurablo a testimony for 
me to receive with a safe conscience; but I can, with 
an unblemished one, affirm that 1 never opposed any 
interest to his hut that of my employers.' It was 
this high devotion to bis masters' service which 
guided and upheld the future Oovernor-Oeneral of 
India tbioegh the darkest and roughest passages of 
bis stormy career. 

While bis mild influence lessened the friction of 
rival interests and authorities around Madras, Hast¬ 
ings busied himself to good eflect with the special 
'Work assigned to his hands. Py right of his place 
' Qlafg’s Wgnvi Ifeuiinfff. 
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in Couneil he ho^d the important poet of Export 
'Wu'ohouso Keeper,the datice of which hie prudeoet^ors 
bail been wont to diediargo by deputy. Ab a thing 
of ooui’se, tbe Coutparty'e invoatuioitts in silk and 
cotton had been so CHrdossly ovoisoun, that tbo 
roguery of native contractors bail brought about » 
markud iluohno in tbu cjuality of thu waives sluppiKl i»n' 
yc&ily for lihiglAiicl. HiMtiugn at onco I’UMoIvud to 
find somo rontoily for evils wluoK tUi'Civtuuud thu wry 
Ufo of a most iniportuit trade. 

It was no light task which }io hod uudortakujr; 
but his foriitcr uxpuionoo in Bonga.1 soiwod liiiu wulh 
He began by repruuing with a him baud tlie vx* 
tortiuns pi’aotisod by nativo middlo-man upon tho i>oor 
weaveis, who bdl boon foiced to work on tonns that 
plunged tbcin deeper and doopur into debt, and 
conseejuont suffbrlng. Tlioy had sunk into a statu of 
bondage as omul os that of tlio Isiaulites in hlgypt. 
Bofoio HastiiigM loft iladrori, a stoady impi^ovcuieiit 
had taken plooo in tbo bales of silk and cotton 
propoi’ud fcfi’ tho Eogluh moikols. Hastings scut 
homo to tho Court of Diiuotora a wulhcunsidunid 
schuino for placing thobr invostmonts at MadroH on a 
sound comiQoroial footing, la reiuly accordaiico with 
his advice, they reeolvod to untiiist tlio dutios of 
Export Warehouse Keeper to a separate ofHcur of 
proved capacity, and to furnish bim vnth a oouipctcnt 
st&fT of trained olerks. This officer was cmpowci^ed 
to displace whole body of contiactors and 
middlc'men by agents cf bis own. choosing, who 
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should de^ dindly inth tiie bMd-incn of the wftav> 
ing yi}la|;M» snd pledge them in return for flpecJal 
adTUiUgeft to nuke do eoD6rad« leitb privato ein- 
plo^^eis. 

Halting* * seiTkee in this coDnoxion hastt^ncil hix 
Tcmoy&l from tike ' CcMt ’ Freailency to tho erx^no of 
hie fatoro gTcatneoa. For eomo jeen jwuit. ov<*r 
ainco CliTo’e retora to Rngland. the Coiu^wny’K 
eifaire in Bengal hail boon falling haek into tliolr old 
disorder under the weak rolo of Vcrolat an<l Cartior. 
The rich pruvtnece won hy Clivo'a flw<»^l and 
Mosrodhjhie diplomacy bail Itocn led in tliu hands 
of native aduunistratons wboeo agenU llroced tlitdr 
own aontrymen in the name of a pcxuione<l aovuroign 
living in idk etato at Honhidil 4 d. An anny of 
Fanjdirt, A mi la, 8ardAx«> and aneh like gentry, preycnl 
like pamitoe on the people and fattened on tbi> 
rovonnee designed for tho Company^ uhq. Thn 
Eaglisb 'eoporrisoxs,' appointed In 17^9 to check 
these abnaee and to look after the Company's in* 
ttfcsts, were, in Hastings* own words, ' tho hoyn of 
the sfirice,* who made tbomeclvce ‘ rulon, very heavy 
nierB, of the people.' Agunst the mischief cauaofi by 
their ignorance or tbmr greed, tho Board of Bevonue 
at UurshidAbAd was too weak, or too dislioncst, to 
make much headway. 

Within the CaloQtta Conncil thbgs wore no better. 
Clive's reforms had fallen on barren soU. Every 
Councillor did that which eeemed right in his own 
eym—from the mtmey-grabWng point of view, The 
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Company's sorvant8 traded, bargained, and took 
bribes ae freely os they bad done in tho days of 
Vousittart. Tho golden ogo which Clivo bad pro¬ 
mised after hia return homo was realised only by tho 
gentlomon who wove making thorn fortunes at the 
Company's oxpenso, and by a numlnd* of uativo 
agents, ofNcoiH, and Iraidholdui's, wlio tliruvo upun tho 
Jobboiy and jMseulation tliai plnyod liavoo both with 
tiiu tmdo and tbo I’uvonuua of Jiongol. 

lu 1770, the yoai* wlicn Cartier auceooilod Vorolst, 
i>roko out thu toiTiblo fatidnu which alow moi‘u tliut a 
tliird of tho people in Bongnl, and turnud IiU'go trACtx 
of fortilo counUy into tigor«bauirtod jungle. Hcuiv* 
while, the Company itsolf woa borrowing money for 
immediate needs, and wu luvyirig iu otlior wayK thu 
full penalty of ite ti^ansformatlon into a political 
power. Amidst seeming riohoe, so grout woh its actual 
poverty that tho Dii^jotors asked for a loan fivin tbo 
British oxoliocjuer. TliO loon, which onvud tlioiii from 
impending bankruptcy, woe granted iu 1772, only on 
condition that tho Company Hhould pay tbo nati^^u 
;(f40o,ooo a year fox* tbu privilugo of holding a fo>v 
yeraij longer the dominions won by treaty from tlm 
KnipoJ'or of Bolbi. Tho epeotaolu of a niorobiuit 001 n> 
pany wielding all tho pewex*s and patronage of 
M^voroign rulers in tho face of tlrcir own Kovoreign, 
George 111 , was an anomaly which no English atatoS' 
man could readily brook; and tho tide of popular 
feeling ran very strong against tho whole doss of 
^ Nabobs,’ who, laden with the spoila of Indian scrviec> 
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ver® buy tog Uwir ttaj ai all costa into the Hoiisp of 
CommoM, and cclifwmg the tmcicut splendour of tbo 
highest and wealthiest county lords 
In view of the p<^riJs which encompaased them, tlio 
Court of Directors bad turned their thoughts t^i 
Warren Hastings, as the one ala'oug man whoKi^ higli 
abilities, unblemished oharnotor, and undoiihti'd xcal 
in bis masters' aovvioo, might oxtrleato their alhiivK jri 
Bengal fi*om tliu taitglo of duht, nuxuianagcoiumt. 
aoAi'chy, and wi'ong-Joing in which they luvl U>‘ 
oomo involved. Boforo tlm close of 177J, Ha>4tingN 
found himsolf appointed 8ocond in Council at Fort 
William, with the right of euceootUng Cartloi* in 
the govornmont of that Prosidonoy. In spite of 
some natural lugiuta at paiting from hia friends 
at Hadras, and fKm coUcaguea with whom ho ha^l 
wot Iced bamoniouely for more than two yoara. 
ho accepted this new mai*k of his employ era* con- 
fidonco widi & pJoaeuro beiglitoood by hU ‘jmrtial 
attaebmont to Bengal/ Hta fortune, as hu wrote 
homo to bis friond Mrs. Hancock, wae ‘not worse* 
than it had been two years before; but ho was ‘ not 
oertaixL that it is bettei'/ What other nan of bis 
standiug in tbo Company’s servioe oould havo said 
the same? 

All his letters of this pcsiod boar telling witness to 
tbo wnter's warm heart, bis gentle, sensitive, kindly 
nature, hia frank yet winning manners, bis gratitude 
for kindness shown him, bis loyalty to his colloaguoa, 

' OldiS, Auber, Um, HscauUj. 
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and Im Urga eh&ta of tbo oh&iity that t)unko6b qo 
evil. In the letters to Hnucoek and tlie Wood'* 
mane, he speaks no longer like a line gcntlemrui in 
full dross ; but talks in pixitty homely sontcncos that 
come ati'oigbt from tbo heart. 

On the and Fobriiary, 177 a, Hn^tings suilpd frotu 
Mach'Oit, and lan<W(l at (JHluiitta alKrut tlu« 20th. 
Doling tlmt time ho wioto tlioMt' lottoi'H to C't)K>hrfK>ko 
and Sulivrui, of wliieli mention linelly mado in a 
former pngo. In tlio long luttor to lAim*iiflr .Sulivan 
ho give« hW opinione fvw^y, in turiuH of Htiidiuil 
di'funinoe, on thu vuriouK topi<tfi whioli call fnrcMp(^cial 
reinavk. While lie ia all for anpplying the Account* 
aat'i OfKee with men from England^ ho (juontions tlio 
policy of sending out ns sooretiuuiu) to the local 
govoi'r month insn who liavo had no local oxpcrloneo« 
ami will probably take no intorwt in the OcjmpanyV 
wclfaru; to wiy iiotlung of the slight tluts oRricd tr> 
the jlint chumn and nnpirations of the Coinpany’n own 
suTvantn. And ho dwolln with quiet force on the 
impoiutivo need of ‘ making tlio rewAi^ls of tliu nervieo 
generally moro adoqimto to tlio duiien of it,’ in ae- 
cordance witli the principle olimdy applied to his 
own rlqiartincnt at Madras. Mis letter to Hiv Ooorgo 
Ccdohitjoko strikes tho key-note of hin plans and 
pmpo!«*8 for tlie bettor govenimunt of llongal. lie 
will ^ve his mind to ‘the improvement of tlio (.'oiii* 
pany’a finances, ho far as it con bo eftbeted without cn* 
crooohing on their futnic iiicomo/ In view enpccially 
of tho suftbiingH entailed by tho recent famine, ‘ tho 
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revonufi will ivspii'e luuoh hinnagemunt and a very 
gentle hand;* and &oiJi wliat he heal'd/iQure \» to bu 
done by economy, than can possibly be edbetod by 
onlargiii^ tho oollootions/ 

About tbis time Hastings rocuivod a letter of advice 
Aiid congratulation irom tliu friend to wboM) iiiUuvuco 
he owed, in part, bis nc^w appointinent. In tbo Hpjiit 
of a iniutor wiiiiiig to a foritiur pupil, boi\l i’livo 
oxbtii'tod tliu iww Qovevnor to not thu public iuUnvst 
above all ^a'iviite olaiitis, to triiHt Jiin own Judginunt 
I'Atboi' than tliut of uthgi's, to plan cniefully luid act 
daringly ii\ time of danger ^ 'nnvav onUrtainlng n 
thought of niiseaiTying till tlio niiHl'ca tuno aetuiilly 
happous/ Olid uvou tbon sottuig to work upon new 
BcLemcs* ‘ witb an opinion that tiino and punovoi'ancu 
will get tho bettor of ovoiything b' 
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Ths Nkw Okoku ih Ebnoai. 
i77»-i774 

It wm not UU tlio ijtb April, 1772, tlukt OaiTior 
haudod over to Histinga tlie keys of ofiiee, with tho 
chargti of a doplotod t)'dMUi7,a I»uis:leQaomo debt, and 
a govuxmont wholly out of goar. The now Qovernor'e 
eooret instruetjons from L&adenboll Sti'oot did oot 
tond to IfgLion the heavy burden which Woricn 
Haatinga had to take upon hiA shouldora. He was 
bidden to carry out a maUltudo of novdt'ul reforma by 
incanb and ogondoa utterly inadocj^uato to ao Herculean 
a teak. He wu told to make strict enquiry Into all 
tho ciiadecds alleged against the Oompauy'a servants of 
every grndo, to puuish proved oflbndeia according to 
their dcserte, to aweep away the monopolies that 
wci'c killing thu Inlaitd trade, to devise cheaper and 
surer modca of oollcedng tUo rovonuo, to rs-orgatdso 
tho Kawib'a household, and bring to account tlio chief 
native oificeiB in Bengal and Bohar. All this, and 
much more, ho was expected to do aa President of a 
Council in which every man hod an equal vote, 
while come at least of his coUcaguea were guilty of 
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tbo very malpractice wliich ho Ita<l brew iljnTl<*<J U> 
search mit an<l punish. 

By fftrco nf charnchT. tact, courtesy, ajvl a patlcjico 
almost aubUme, !Ha**dngR nmnaf.'c^l for two ymrM Ui 
keep his Council fairly up to the mark of Inn own 
aime. For aoinr wot^ka luToro lie took hm neat na 
Prwitlcnt ho lia^l hern ila^l at work, an ho wn^to to 
Du in 'itiwlinji, huniir^j. hut not iiiwiinlly 
(Ugeting/ Itwaa now hia tnni h> art; hot 'I hnvo 
hopw'—ho adtlx—‘of oA/r anpjMirt nml »•////«•/. I 
winU forno moiv.' 

Within a fortni|{!i6.tha iirw Covanmr hml taken iho 
flnt steps to wards odeciini; a revolution in tint 
affairs of Bengal. Dj) this tiino the inUTnnl 
goveiDTuont of tbo two provinoca, Bun^'al and Bolutr 
—for OrUaa wm HtiU hold 1y tito ManttliflK—Imii 
roinainod for oaeh in tlia liandti of a Ndih DiwAn, or 
deputy «govciiior, who looked after all mattvrH con com* 
iogtbo rovcnuo^tlio police, tlio oointa of juMticc, an<l 
the managoment of tbo Naw'Ab'H houMdioId. Under 
tho noiuinal oontrol of tho Company ho ha<l beGoiaoi 
in Hutings* worda 'tho Niaim (or rulur) of tho 
provisoe, and in real authoiity moro than tho Ndaim,' 
Within Bongal iteolf tbcao largo powc» bad boon 
eatruated by Olivo to Mubammad Ka^ia Khin, a 
Mnaaboin noble of approved loyalty and high ropxito, 
The outlying provinoo of BebAr was ruled in llko 
manner by K&j& Sbit&b Efu, the bravo Hindu chief 
who had fought under the wads of Patni in the front 
rank of Enox’e heroes. 
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In view of tbo otUs growing ou6 of &n on^getoont 
which toxidod to divorce the eubst&nco fiom tho show 
of power, the Court of Dirtctora hml et last resolved 
to bake the government of tho country utto their own 
bands. On tho 24th Apiil, HaAtlngH I'oeoived tbo 
loiter in wbioh they (uinounccd tlieir intuntion to 
‘stand forth an Diwdn,* and to ontiMist thoir own 
servants with ‘ tho ontii^c oaro and mnnnguTncnt of the 
Tovonues' of ungal. >1 rustings was 0)\j uinod to romovo 
Midmininiul lUsw Khdn front oHico, And to bring hint 
down to Calcutta to ddbn«l hiinaolf from cuiioin 
oliorgos of emhojteloinoiit and oppression into wbiolt 
onftniiy must be mado. ^miUr mcoanros were to be 
talcen against SbiCdi> Aiii'. Befoin many days 
these gentlemen bed been esoortod down to OAlouttOi 
whol e tbey luinainod ‘ in an easy oonAnoment * ponduig 
tbo issno of a trial oondnetod by tbo Govuriior Idinwlf. 
With tho Counoirs e(U]etion. MkUUcbon vn;s pinood in 
ebargo of Muiiaminad Kama's post. IJotb the prisoners 
were uMuvutl by Hustings of tJio deep i\‘grct witii 
vbioK iio obeyed tbo commands of his masters in 
Krgland» and of his own dusitu tv givu tlioiii all facili* 
^OH for tboir dofocco. 

Meanwhile, niattcii) of yob moro pixwijng iinportonco 
ongogod bis thoughts. For some yoni’s pa/<t tbo land 
revenue, tho one great customary source of bsool 
wealth in India, bad yielded very little profit to the 
real maskis of Bengal. Wboover gained by it. tbe 
Company were defrauded of bhair rightful share. Tho 
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bulk of it was drwnecl oif by a few uative officers, a 
number of Zamioddi'S, or rurenuo-fM'tnors, and a 
trwarm of greody underlings, at the coat not only of 
tbo Company, but of inilUona of bcipjcfcs mok-ivntcMl 
husbanclDion. After tho fain mo of 1770 tbo eollooting 
of 1‘eTvnuo in many districts scorned liko trying tn 
iu]uc«eo nrator out of a dry Hpongu. 

b'ur Hoitio wooka bufoiu OiutiurV j otuoitiont, Ilustinip* 
had Attaoked this burning question wltli hiH w’ontod 
oneigy and Btfituaiimnliko bi omltli of viuw. When tlio 
final oidois from England ruuoliod Idm. n /^eliemolur 
eottliog tho laud luvuiuiu on n sound footing for a 
toini of yean bail already been laid before Ida Counoil, 
and a ooinmittos appointed to carry it out In tbo 
heatH of a Bengal Juno, tbo CoTJimlttoo, licodod at lint 
by Baatinge bimsolf, sot forth on ai'ound of Investiga¬ 
tion through all tbo distiicbf of tlio province. During 
many weeks of wetj stormy, or aul&y woatbor, tliey 
pursaod tboir labouii Mdth much OlUgonce ond piuns- 
taking rescareU. But it was boon iUi»oovorod tlmt 
tile only way to get through a task so fonnidablo 
with clue despateh was to farm out tlio land revenue 
for five yean by the short and simple px’oooes of 
public auction. Tho lands of Bengal woi'o leased 
to the highest bidders among the Zaminddn^ or 
hereditary rent-ooUcctors, whom Lord Cornwallis 
afterwards transformed into real landowners of the 
modern English type. Those Zamindiia whose bid* 
dlsgs fell below the mark were pensioned off, and their 
lands put up to sale. 
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‘Tho farming Ry»tem forftcourso of your*, Bul>ioct<*d 
to proper chocks und rogulationfl, wemcd tl»o moab 
likely to affonl wUof to the country; and both t^> 
ascertain and product the real value oi the UmlM 
without violcmco to the rAyate.’ So wrote llaHtingn 
to the Court of Director; and suoh wiw tho npirit in 
which hiH collcngurt rtrove to ri*c«)n<dlr, the jiiUMi-HtM of 
the rulow with lho«(J of tlw^ nih^d. The JiiyatK 
roUovod from many of tliu himlc-nM under whh^h fcluy 
Ixatl long groanctl Tho i'onh« of tlndr luddbigH might 
no longer ho enhaimed at plennuro hy the iiamludAr, 
nor certain fines and cchbos bo extorted from them hy 
hiM agents and wtainers. Some clicok wan aho plaoeil 
on Urn power of the banyan, or villagc-nHiix'oi', to pvoy 
upon tho pcasanlvy at rates of intojcst ranging fVom 
thioo to twelve pwi' cent, monthly. The ZanfindAvn, in 
their tnm* wore soeured by their leases fn)m any 
inoi'oaHO of tho Oovwnmcnt charge; and tlxe payjnent 
of tliat charge by or inKtahiionta, was mwngrd 
for tlm most convonietit swiaons of the year. 'J'ho oflhr- 
iiig of pw^Bonts to the Company’s HPi-vaixts, ZamindAm, 
and native offioers was strictly forbidden. No collector 
thoncefoxtlx might ho e(mcorntd, diniotly «Jr imiireotly. 
in haying or sell ing grain. No yA \ropoan wn« al h»wei 1 
to bold lands in any part of the country ; nor might 
any native in tlic collcctor’H Borvico rout a farm or go 
security for any farmer 

Tliat the rcsulto of tbo Committco’H lalicmrs wore 
not wholly successful, takes nothing IVom the ci'cdit 
‘ Aitlicr. 
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due to them for good work dono or attempted in tlid 
faoo of licavy drawbacks. If, in next five ycaiw, 
the defaulting Zcbiiilnd£i‘n might bo cuuntod by liiin> 
dieiU and tbo arreai'a of land 1 ‘uvcquo cxccudoJ two 
millionfl, if tlw country still auffwcd from many forma 
of MTong'doiug, it must bo romouibcrud thattlio Com* 
inittoo of Circuit woic liku oxplorui*8 in uii known 
voglona, who bad no Uiiatwortby guidn to abow tlium 
the right track > that they had to ilecido iu IniMto on 
(juc«tiurw now to tUcir oXi>uriuiico; and that gentlu* 
man who might, in Kayos woihIs, 1 <i ‘doful liamlK at 
invwtinvnU,’ would certainly take acme wi'ong tunm 
in their iiitt attempts at pracUcol atatcauunuldp on a 
laigo scale. 

Tbo Informs thus act on foot iiwulvud utbeiD. Ung* 
lisb oolIuotOM I’oplaccd nativu Avnil^i in tbo civil 
managoinuDt of many diatiicbd, each as largo as an 
average £aglich shire. Over each group of diatricta 
or colleotoratci aoeminiBeiouer ww to act ae gonoial 
ovomocr. The Bovonuc Boaids at PatnA and Mur- 
ehid^b&d were tracefeiTcd aa one board to Calcutta. 
Tbo magiatorial and judicial powen, hitherto wielded 
by native IDiwins, FaujcKre, and Zamind&ia, wore 
largely curt^ed by the creation in each dUtrict of a 
civil and a cricoinal couii, over which tlie collector 
ruled supreme. In Calcutta iteelf, thonoeforth tbe 
capital of Bengal were eetablxehed two Oourta of 
Appeal for civil and ciimical caaes. Over the Sadr 
XHwijui Ad 6 lat, or chief civil court, the Qovemor 
bimaelf with two memben of Council presided Tbe 
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ikvh' A'tfcJwkci Addlut, or chief crimmal court, was 
etill entrusted to a I)cii‘Og((, or native juJg:e, appointed 
by the Goveinor iir Council. In each Court the 
wore aided by native aasccsory skilled iu expounding 
the eubtlotlce of Hindu and Muhammadan law. All 
tlreeo changes wore begun or eftVoted during* the 
year of Haatinga* government, 

Nor wan thin the wliolu record of work done in that 
period on bdialf of tlio new policy orduiiiuJ fi’oin 
Kngland. Ae the titular* Naw 4 h of Bongid liatl now 
eeiwod to 1‘oigu, the office of Ndtl Sfibah, or doputy- 
vicei*oy, wa« done away. The Nawitb'e Mtijhrnd woh 
out down by one Irulf, to eixtoen lirklie uf r’upves 
(ilrdo>ooo) a you*. Tiro pinjccNa of r‘otr*uncbniunt wan 
applied to tho ponnion Uitt and the uxpcnMcs of tliu 
NawAb'e houeoltolJ. For guardian to tbo little ^u'lnoo 
who had lately succcodod to hin father e titles, IlaHtinge 
aelocted tho Mai mi ]k.*gain, widow of the unfurtiinatu 
Mir Jatiir. Tu tho office of Jliwiin, or controllor* of t})Q 
household, he npiruinted GurdAs, son of hia old 
uiioiny and future aasailarrt, ^IidiArAjA Nnnda-KuiuAr, 
who had once hold high office in Mir Jatar e govern- 
ment. From tlio time whun ho bocamo Governor of 
HAgH under Shn^-ud-daulH to tho you* 1761, when 
Haetinga helped to convict hlui of plotting against 
the Company, Nanda-KuinAr's life had been one long 
intrigue. 'The man’—wi*itcs Hastings In 1772— 
'novor w*as a favourite of mine, and was engaged in 
doing me many Ill offices foi* seven years together.’ 

Tho misdeeds of that wily BrAhman, his plots, his 
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trefisoDB, and bis fbr^riefl> ^ere wll Icnown to tho 
India Honsd Board. But though bis clioi’Actvi* wab os 
bad as possible, hu inHuonoe with his own oountiy* 
men and bis power to bolp oi* barm tho Company')* 
intovoetfl wore supposed to bo vury great. His known 
abili^os might bo turned to account in ])i‘OAe(ui- 
tion of his hato^t rival, Hhya Klito. Tho Din^ctoix had 
bidden Hastings make what uso ho eould of tlio 
traitors aui’vlooH in tlUH connuxiont and MnatlngH 
oompHcd with tbo apliit of tltcir injunotionx }iy 
beatowing office an tliu m\. Homo of his eollragm x 
at fii'st opposed this inoaamx) ok tantamount Ut ap* 
pointing Handa-Kiiinflr himHolf. But the stroaH laid 
by tboii' Fi'csiclont on tho K(ijd's speojal uNofulnoMi 
for ths work m hand tuitiod their 1 ‘oluetanca into 
uaent*. 

In his moasures fm* repressing coiTupt and op¬ 
pressive practicQi among tbo Company’s aui-7ant«, 
Hastings ag«n obeyed the Court’s ijjjunctionH in the 
spirit I'a^or than tho letter. Tho powoi x onti ustod to 
him for this end ooald only serve, ho y/vtrto, 'to de¬ 
stroy every other that I am possessed of, by arming 
my hand against every man, and every man's against 
ms.' Most of those who had cooepirod to set up 
monopolies of salt, tobaoeo, betel-nut. rice and other 
grains were found to bo friends or relatione to East 
India Directors. Hastings suppressed the traffic with 

’ 8o» PnmM's jrm Ikt DnpBMrfit, other Ann. 

9 f the Omnmeni /iWM, 3 vola. foli.). CiJuitb. 1S9C. A 
work of tb« froatwi vilu* for tho wliolv Urm of Hasthigb* ruin. 
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% firm but delicate hand, while the question of punish^ 
ment wae allowed to elide. 

The improTement of the CorapAny’e trade was 
anothoi’ objoct of Heatings' eare. His lotton of this 
period show his oonvcneziQo with all kinds of practical 
details, hie appetite fur fresh knowledge, and the 
readiness with winoh ho could tin*n luddo fiiuu larger 
sut^oetd to disouee somo nuw method of piY'pariiig 
silk thread, oi* to give advice about tho purebaae of 
cocoons. liU duties, in fact, were ho multifarious 
that he might well complain to hw iiiond ])u Prd of 
’a mind discomposed, and a temper almost fermented 
to vinegar by the weight of affairs to which tho 
fgitacr Is unequal, and by everlasting teasing.’ Com* 
plainante from all quai’tom ‘ lialloo’d' him for juBtieOi 
whenever he looked out of window or took an airing. 
'Hevexibelcaa,* be wntos, * we go on, though slowly; 
and in the hopes of support at homo, and of an easier 
time hoi^ when proper channels are cut for tlio affairs 
of tho pi’ovifico to flow in, I pcraovuti. Neither my 
health nov spiiits, tbook Ood, have yet forsaken mo.' 
Tho support ho hoped for was not withhold; and tho 
good opinion of his Auonds in India was ratifiod by 
the terms in which tho Soci’et Committoo at homo 
expi'ossod tlieir ‘entire approbation,’ and promised 
him theii’ ‘ firmest support ’ in accomplishing what bo 
had so successfully begun. 

The year J775 opened with the trial of 
Shlt&b R&i before a Committee of which Hastings 
himself was president The prosBure of moio important 
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baBmeas> and thuGovernor'a politic doalrc to place tbe 
new rule on fim foundAtiooa, amply jnstiiied a delay 
Tflueb gave the prisoner nioie tijne to picpare bin 
dufence. Fiom the fii’st, Hostiugs felt oonviuced of 
the B/iJi’a iDnoccnoo, and wondei^d why ho had 
beoo brought to such account. 8oino montlia lutor, a 
full and hoiionrablo aciiuittal wm folloMxd by tlio 
restoration to UiH forn\oi' digni^cn under a 
nc7 name. In Aogiixt be set out bu' I’lrtnd m Duputy- 
governtn* of Bohar. But bi» hrnlth was mu broken 
that ho uuvvivc<l tlm Journey but a fuw weokH. 
UUl and Kaoaulay kill liim of a biokun Iiuart; but 
tbis^ aa Horace Wlleon rightly remarks. In <{iiito a 
gratuitous siippoeitios. It is just as likely that tliu 
ollmate of Calcutta disagreed with him. In acknow> 
lodgment of bis forinor* borviecs and recent sutfoiinga^ 
his son was straightway installed by Haa^uga in tlio 
ofRceo dcsbmod for the father’. 

The trial of Mubamumd Itasa Khfln Ungcx'ud on for 
a whole year. Tbo cbaigea against him wore in¬ 
vestigated day by day with unHogging patience; 
Hastings himself hlling the twofold pai’t of uxaminor’ 
and intorprutex. The result of examining scores of 
witnesses and hundreds of documents deopenod his 
old distrust of Nanda-Kumir and convinced him that, 
even if the accused were any way guilty, the time 
for proving Mm so had gene by, Nanda-Kum^ir'e 
evidence broke down cgregiously. The evil old Brih* 
man could only produce accounts that proved nothing, 
and reiterate charges which he always failed to make 
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good. At lost the long enquiry ended in &11 aoquittol, 
wbieh the Couii of Dlreotora subsequently confirinod. 
The victim of their rashness and Nancla-Kumilr's hate 
was restored ore long to much of bis fonnor eminence. 
More foi*taDato than bis foUow-sufterei, ho lived to 
hold high ofUce under the Govomraent of liongal, 
and to sec bia old traduoor doomed to a felon's 
death. 

SoiQO further changes in the inaohinoiy of govom- 
ment wore soon to occupy Hastings’ attuittion. Tbn 
now due of English coUocicu’a woi^u found unequal to 
tboir new dutios; and in 1774 thoir powm were 
tranefeirod to native Dlwtoe and Amils, control lud in 
iised matters by a Committoo of Kovonuo, which sat 
ddly izt Calcutta to hear complaints IVom r&yats and 
other Aggrieved persons. Tbo coUoctoratos were 
grouped into six divisions, each administered by a 
Provincial Council of five, whose dutios ranged from 
the hearing of appeals in civil suits to a cai’oful 
coquiiy into land tcnui'os and a general supervision 
of ixivanue acoounte. A few gentlemen, the pick of 
the Company’s sorvioo, wci*© sent on a roving 00m- 
mission to visit 'such districts as might require a 
local investigation’.’ 

Haatiugs had given Bengal a judicial systcin which, 
however ludo and impeifcct, aimed at dealing equal 
justice on fixed prineiples to all alike. This boon he 
determined to better by drawing up a code of Hindu 
and Muhammadan law for the guidance of the new 
> Aober. 

B a 
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coortA. Ozie part of tbo Uslc vaa coraparatiTOly 
aasy, for a good, if digeat of Uohammadan law 

bad baas niada by eommaod of Aonagscb. But the 
Hioda java, which ooacemed two>tbbxla of the 
people, were buried ui a multitude of hooka writtoo 
in a tongue which aeiy few Hmdoa oould nndor- 
stand. Tod of the moat Jeamodrandita in tlio country 
came down to Caleatta at HaKtioga’ apodal doaiiT, to 
compile an authoritative digest of Mlnda laws. Trana* 
latod into Peiaian from the Sanaknt originalH, tlio 
new code enahkd tbe ooarta to dcei<io all eaaea with 
oeitaintj and doapateh. Kr. Halliod, of tlio Cumpany'a 
aorvieo, then aet to work Qpon an EnglUh tranalation, 
which waa completed early in 1775. Wlulo it waa 
atill in progreea, Haaiinge eent the lirat two cliaptore 
to bia old achool-fellow, tbe gnat Lord ManaAoId, * aa 
a proof that the iobabitanta of thia land aro not in 
tbe savage atate in wbidi they have been unfairly 
represented.’ 

Meanwhile, HaitiAge’QovenuDeni had been engaged 
in remodelling tbe police of Caleatta. and had dealt 
acme vigorooa blowa against tbe more rampant forma 
of lawleaa violence in Bengal. Qaaga of Dakiite, or 
bandits, had all tbroogb the century been driving a 
brisk trade in rapine end marder among the feeble 
folk of a coontry in which law and order had become 
words of little meaning. ‘ They are robbers by pro- 
feaion, and even by bWh,’ wrote tbe Comroittee of 
Circuit in 177a; ‘ they are formed into regular com- 
monides, and their fsmiliee aubaist by the spoils 
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which they biing home to them.' hfost of them» in 
&ot, were raemben of 4 gnet robber caato bound 
together by hereditary tiee, by the use of a secret 
l&ognego and secret signSi and, like the Tbaga of a 
later day, by the common obeervanoo of roH^ous 
riice. They locked like traveOon or pilgruns, whoso 
only weapons were long walking-sticks, that Hcrveil 
ss bandlce for the spoar-heads hidden alx>ut tlicir 
dress. Ah their aitaeks were ma^le by niglit in gangs 
of thiity or forty, the elartlod viUagorH bad uo time 
for resistanoa From the banker to tho peasant, all 
wore plnodored withost mercy, and tbono weru 
fortunate who eecaped with tboir liroe. A portion of 
tiae booty wss eet aside tv the Zamindir vitli whose 
connivance the robbery had taken place. Tbo village 
headman and tbe Thinidir, or dtief consUblo, woi’u 
UflaaUy bribed to ttlaneo by a share of the spoils 
Hastinga act bimself to reproas those outngi.*H witli 
a strong hand. Ho decreed, vrith (ho sanction of Ids 
coUeogues, that every eonvietod Dakiit should hv 
hanged in his own village; that tho vUlago itMjlf 
should be heavily fined; and that all his fatnily 
should ‘becoDic the slaves of the State, and bu diH- 
poeod of for the general benefit convenience 
of the people, according to tho diverotion of tlio 
Oovommest.’ Faujdira, or chief officers of police, 
were placed in every district to protect tho peaceful 
villagers, and to take all doo mcasuroa for tracking 
cut and eaptoring DakdiCa And they wero further 

* aab«r, Ksjs's ^junOMte ZnHk OMrc'V’ 
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emporrered to demasd help froiD landholders and 
revuiue officiers in the disduuge of tbeir spoolal 
duties. 

Haatifigs, isdeed, was for holding tho Zoniinddm 
(hemaolvos aceountahla for oil gang>robheries on their 
eatatee. Tbo fact of their complicity vae afh*nvasxls 
proTod on the cloaroet evidence. But hut pro^ionala 
na this point voro act aside by the votosof an advc^nio 
uigerity in OonneiL HU leUora show huv kouiily 
he Kgrotted the Uek of all power to overmlo )m 
colleagDce for the public good. It apoaks loudly fur 
biB porsonal influeaoo that ho catriod hia Council with 
him on meet of tbo quMtiona dobaUnl is tlio drat 
three yean of hia rula But on this oecaalon his 
opponents were not to he talked ovofi and tho plague 
which be would have stamped out by tirnoiy rigour 
lived on to vex the greatest of hia sucecsson, Dal- 
heuaie himaelf. 

Besides tho endemic plague of DakAiti, and other 
forma of aodal diaordor, Bengal autfored from epi¬ 
demics of outrage eauaod by yearly irruptions of 
Sanjiei bandits, as Hastings tormed them, from 
somawbare beyond tbo Brahmaputra. Those naked 
wandering Fakirs roved in largo bands aoroes too coun¬ 
try on yearly pUgrimage to the ahrino of Jaganntth, 
* reomiting tbeir numbers with the healthiest children 
they can ateal,’ and plundanag the people right and 
left under religious pretexts. In 17731a large body of 
these ruffians, on their march through Bangpui, nearly 
cut to pieces two small parties of FarganA Sepoys, led 
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by English officors. SsTonJ battalions of i^gular 
Sepoys hod to bo employod in hunting thorn out 
of Bengal, and troops were ailorwardB poetod along 
the frontier to prevent all futmro raids h 

At the same time, other tioopa vroio waging a hardor 
fight ogfunet tbo BbuUa invadois of Kncli'Pohar, whoao 
young l^ii in 1772 liad appealed to IfaHtingK for liolp 
ill diiving tliem Ifoek to thoir own liilix. In rutum 
for such help, ho offuvi^d to acknowludgo tlio Com- 
paay’e ovoi'^lordsbip, and to assign lialf his ruvonuoH to 
tbo OovoiTimont of Bungal. His prayer was granted, 
and a small Supoy foroe hastened to his aid. Tbo men 
of Bhutdn fought stubbornly, but Sopoy diseiplino 
under British l6a<)lng boro them baok into thoiv own 
mountains; and in 1774 thoir loader, the ^ub imi, was 
glad to make peaoo on terms whioh rostorud to him 
his eaptui'od stiongbokls and gave Biiutia inoiobaats 
t)iu rigiit of trad big with Itaogpur. 

Out of this campaign sprang Hastings' pi'oject 
of sending a British mission into Tibet. Tlio Toshu 
Lflma, one of tbo two rival Buddhist BopOH who 
j'oigned in that far corner of tho Cliineso Empire, had 
written to Hastings ploading foi* tho morciful treatment 
of bis uni'uly vassal, the Dob BNjft. His ittcpiuet 
woe answored by the tixiaty of 2 774, which Hnatings 
followed up by sending Ooorgu Bogle, a young civil 
ofBoer of lino promiso, on a friendly mission to tho 
Litma himself. This moasuro, bo fondly hoped, might 
prove the preface to a new and profitable trade between 
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Tibet and India, fogle sat out io Hay, 1774, on 
bia stiangd journey into unknown i^ogious, laden with 
prosente and samples of Indian goods, and ehargvd ir> 
make diligent use of his opportonitica for gaining aU 
kinds of infoiniation by tbe way. A medical officer 
named Hamilton boro him company. At TasMisudon, 
the capitfJ of Bhutfbt, tlioy woru kindly ixscoivcd 
by the now Dob wlio hnd ivplacud tho Invador 
of Kdoh-Debar. At Dosliurigiuvy, in tlio mount^i 
land of TiiMt, they fuuiul a wniiu welcome finiti tim 
Tewbu I(imu liimsolf* in whose tiain tlmy ivoiyishcuI 
the Ts/Uipii, or Upper ]h*aliinaputra, and c)iU>vo<l thu 
lAma’s palaeo at TcKhu*LuniLo. Ho would havo 
sent them on to LhUsa, tho Grand iiiims own capital, 
hod not tbe Hogent's oiden barred tboir advance. 
In June, 1775. Boglo found bimsolf once moi^o iu 
Calcutta, wbeie Hastings i^ceivg^l him with open 
aims'. 

So far as trado witli Tibet wau eonoernod, nothing 
but friendly uiouages and some choice spewauna of 
tbe products of tbo eountiy canio of an entorpriso from 
wbicli Warron Has^nge bad hoped so much. Boglo's 
valuable letters and journals remained in manuscript 
for a hundred years. His good friend, tho Tesha 
Lima, died in 17II0 at Puking, bo fore he bad won 
permission from bie Chinese ovci'lord to open Tibet 
Co foreign trade. Bogle's early death in tbe foUowiog 
year was another blow to his patron*8 hopes and 
purposes. Heanwbils, tbe friendly intercourse with 

* OI«iS, Aubsr, Clemuits Hwidum'i Avmiitt. 
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BliuUci had been utnogtlicncd hy the mamtouaDCo of 
a yeoily thlv at Kanpur, and by two uiis^bus whidi 
Bogto*a comi'ado, Dr. Hamilton, lo«i within three years 
to the Dob lUjit a capital, At Itujt, in j 7K3. a wcond 
ejabaeay to thu TeHhu I^ma made Ita way untlur 
Captain Tumcn* to tlio point wlddi Boglu Imd ojivu 
roaohod. In llurch of tliu follow ini' yomr, Turner 
reported liiinflolf to Uuatiii|^ at I’atiiA. lUit the I'l'wt 
OovurnoX H career In ln<Ua woh fast noaiini' ita oltiao: 
and tlio fiuite of hia wine poliuy fiimlly diaii])peivru<) 
when Ofuklia ambition foi'cod tlio Cblnoae to block all 
the paaaua leading itito Tibet \ 

Before the cold aeoaon of 1774, lIoHtiugH had 
wrought a morvelleus dmago in what aeemud to 
him at tho outaut *a ceofuaod heap of indigeated 
uatdrieds, wild u the chaua itaulf.’ If Itia olferW 
to improve the Coiiipauy'fl rovonuoa had boxiio but 
little appu'ont finiiti ho had atiivou hoi'll At any rate 
to keep down the public debt, to eueourugu thrilt in 
cvciy dopai'tmu&t, and to incrciwe the boloncca in 
die Calcutta Treasury. He bad made bla intUmneo 
felt fur good in all biunohus of adniiniatrntivo work. 
Thu tragic of tlio cunutiy bad been athnulated by tlio 
1‘omoval of many local impo^its and by the adoption 
of a low uniform ouetouia duty. The village weaven, 
Toncued from boiidogo to grinding task'niaittorti, 
wero cot iVoo to make thoir o>yq hargiuna with tbu 
Company’s agents for the produce of thoir looms. 
The jnaouiacturo of salt and opium was brought 
) Uu’kJiara. 
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undei’ Governmont control, to become the source of 
a steadily gi’owijig 1 ‘ctouuo. A htaik ^vas opened la 
Oalcutta under* Hastiogs' auspices, and lie took special 
credit to himself for aboliaJiiiig all dutio«( and foes on 
marriage, lu abort, within the limits prusenbed by liis 
mofltors, wbo still shirked a pai*t of tUuir political 
duty, and ‘witb oHicial powers inocivt^uato to tlio Uak 
assigitod liim, ho bail suocoedud in pJanioiig out oikI 
laying suTo fouudatieus of oi^*iUsod rule over tUo 
pi'ovincos •won Iry the uwovd and dipbiiincy of tdivo, 

To liavQ acoomplifiliud so iimcK in two yem*H hrv\ a 
Iralf, ainid tbe drawbacks of a {Impressing oliinato, of 
a Coun^ unwioblyin numbers and tuna^ous of tUeiv 
lights, of subaltornfl unused to regular control, of 
private iutercets, claims, and joalouxioH wbicU doHhed 
witli tlio public good, and of oiyIcis from the India 
Houso *whioh sometimes mane<l or hindered tlio 
sucouss of his own measures, while gravo quesdone of 
foreign poUoy called for timely deliberation, wss a 
fost cf consUiictive skill and patient pilotage wliiclr 
alone entitloa Hostjogs to i*ank among etatesinon of 
tho highest order. By breaking up his Counojl into 
oommitttica and replacing boarils with indlviduale, ho 
got much of bis work done bcttei*, more quickly, and 
•with less fnetion, than ever before, lotelloctually a 
bead and aboulders tallci* than any of his coUoagueSi be 
Dover wounded their pride by assuming au*s of su¬ 
periority, but Btiove to win their support by force of 
patient roaseniDg and steady conciliation. Some¬ 
times indeed, by his own confession, he was * obliged 
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to mako aacrificos' Trbich his inaturo judgment dis- 
dppi’ovcd. Bar well, who aftorwards heoame hk 
atau&ch ally, wfi£ at dint a rather ungi'acioua opponoQt. 
The moat troubleaoine of hia colloaguca waa Sir Ilobcrt 
Barkoi*, who tbon ooimnandocl tho Bongal aiiny. TJio 
Govoi’nor’a zvai for I'otrcnohmont druw him into ' a 
violent aquahhlu ’ witli that bravu but bot*to^u|>('rcd 
ofticcT ovor Uvo dtHhojuling of a few hundred native 
borao. Thu violuneo waa all on ono aidu. Sir liobort'a 
angiy outburst againat oouiomion which he <L)tCHtccl 
wu mot by Haatiogs with a courtuouy aitHwor 1*0- 
grottiog thd iti'ong language of tho Gonoral a protect, 
and pleading hit oarnost dcfili'o to ' livo iu peace witli 
all men.’ 

VTith one or two oxcoptiona, bowovor, Haatingn had 
hit Council well in band before tbo middb of 1773. 
‘After vaiiouB conteats, dieputes, protoata, aud an 
almoet open ruptui'c'—be writca to hia ft lend Du 
PjiI—‘ a porfoot baimony aud conddence have taken 
pbeo amongst ua.... I am aaaurcd of a moHt ooixlial 
aapport from my aaaociatos, and can vontuio to dclc> 
gate a aharo of my laboura, whioh I have lutJiorto 
undertaken alone, to others, without the aasio bayard 
of saerifioing my own authority^' Aa the Council at 
thia time eonaiated of eleven or iwolvo membera, hla 
maateiful patience muat have aeiwed him even better 
than his practical knowledge, cool judgment, and clear 
head. 


^ Qisig. 
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Thk RoiiiLr.X War 

1771-1774 

Ih tho miAit of hispoAOoful Inbouifl, Hastings Icopt 
from tbo finb a carofa) watob ovui' tlio oourso of uffab m 
outaido tl)0 Baogo! fi’ootioi’B. yrom tbo £nt, ho saw 
ilgns of inacifcttt dangor to tUo poaco of his own 
provlnessin tho diaordei's that nootliod orouud tliom. 
Tha ivatloas UordtbfU woi^o fast rooovorlng tbo gix^und 
tboy hvl loat in tbo rout of P^lpat In 2769 tho 
Peabw(i» Mddhu Rdo, had aout foith a loigbty army 
to bfrvry tbo pooplo aud dospoil tlio piiAces of North- 
om Indio. Aftor lovying UaokiaoU on tbo Jfit and 
Rdjput Stotoh, those locusta swaimcd through Rohil- 
khand* threatened Cud b, and driving the Uughal troops 
before them entered Delhi itself in tho winter of 1770. 
Haaters once more of tho Imperial city, they invited 
Shdh Alam thitbor &om bis tomporory capital of 
AUahibdd. In spite of earnest remonetranoes from 
Calcutta, the weak bnt ambitious son of the murdered 
Alamgir eagerly caught at the prospect of re visiting as 
Emperor the home whence he had fled for* Ms life In 
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1757, Before the clcso of 1771, Sh/Lij Alam ro-entere <1 
Delhi upder & stroog cecort of Smdliia'a ItoiKCiuen, 
and let lumeolf be inetallod oq the throDo of Akbar 
by tho won ■whoao fathers had so rudely shakon tlu» 
oropiro of Aurang^b. 

Kor seven or eight year" past tlio fftmouK old cHy 
on tlio Jumna, witli tho fluirounding tliMtiictK, had 
been ably governed in tlio ICuipui'ci'K jmitK*. fhvt by 
tho RohillA ohiof, Niyfb-ud-dindii» wid after hin di ftth 
in 1770 by hi® son, Zdbitft Kb (in. Thi^y hohjngid to 
that laou of Patliiin mountainverH vblcli ban givun 
tho name of Rohilkliaad to tlio old Hiiidt; provijico 
of Katber, sUotobiog frotn tluk Upper Oiuigcx iiurtlw*HKt 
to tho Himilayas, By tho middlo of tho olghteonth 
centuiy, tho rich wcU-watoroJ pUinn of llohilklmitd 
wo parcelled out amemg a group of kindiud ohic(tains. 
vtho turned tholr Mine against oaoh ollior 'tvhon tlicy 
wcio not cngagCHl in fighting tlig MaiudKiM or tho 
Na\r(tli>WtusCr of Oudh. In times of npocial <lAngcr 
tlicy rallied wund thoir J/iyfs or Pi*otrctot, Ibihinat 
Khiin, tho oldest and truaticHt meunber of the elan. 

Ono of these oriacs happonod in 1772, when tho 
Mardthds once moi'o ravaged Itohilkhand. Tho Itolnllft 
chiefs turnofl for liclp to Bhujit^ud'dauld, the son of 
their old foe, Safdar Jang- The crafty Wazir of 
Oudh agi^ecd to help them in driving out tlxo Mard- 
if R^mat KbAn would give him a bond for 
forty l^hs of rupees. Tho bond was given in ac- 
coidanco with a treaty signed in July, x 77a, by both 
parties in the presence of Sir Bobcii Barker. In May 



78 


WARREN NASr/NGS 


of 6he following Mardtb^ foil back aoroas 

tlio Gauges befoi^e a oombmod movement of troops 
fiom Oudb and Bengal K A few mootbs later tbu 
bulk of the Peshwi's army weis marching southwards 
acioes the Nubadi, laxlen with tbo plunder of many 
provinces* to prepare for new onterprjsosnuaivrhomo. 

Meanwhile, the liiokleas Suiporu* ^b 4 h Alaui hn^l 
roaliso<l the fuU moaning of those iliondly whioli 

had lui'cd him back to the Palaue of t)to Miiglials. 
Ho found himself a incro Stato*dumuiy in tho haiulK 
of his now patron, Madhajl Bindhia, who maElo use of 
the iropoi^ name to cover' his own sciiemrn for ro* 
trioving tiro losses of P/lnipat. After a campaign in 
which he hod taken part, his sew allies kept for Urenr* 
selves the booty tlioy had pi'omised to sLaro with him. 
They fomented disturbances around Delhi,and attacked 
^e foi‘008 which ho sent to put them down. Hii best 
geasral, Mii'ar Hajaf IChdo, was beaten back by the 
hosts of Tukaji Holkar, and before the year's end Delhi 
opened its gates to the MarAtlKt oonquoitira. The 
hslpleaa monarch had to disown his bravo defender, 
and to make over into Maritbd keeping those very 
provinces of Kora and Allahfib^ which Clivo had 
mtored to him in 1765. 

All this happened in 1772. It was clearly im¬ 
possible for the English masters of Bengal to let 
these provinces, which linked Bchar with Oudh, 
pass into the bands of their most formidable foes. 
By Hastings’ order, both of them were straightway 
I ReaM't raO 
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gaaiiwonod withl^ritish troops. On tliat point thi* (*'>“ 
voiTior ami Iiw Couacil wcrOKpociliJy of oik* mind. 1“ 
keep tbo ravening Manttlut liordcs out of tin* country 
lying botwcoii KWwah and Allabilljjtd, wan a clear 
nocwwifcy aliko for tbo luHHtcw of lk*jignt and Oii'U* 
ally tlio NawjtMVftzir, Tlio (loveinor. for Inn jmrU 
made %1it of any iumicdiabi daiig<*r. 'On* new 
PwIjwA NAiityan IWo wiw a ytmtli of njncti*i*ii, niifl 
tlio Mai'fitli/w wciv ‘siok of a knig oainimipi.' I bit 
HftHtingn' coU{‘*^;iioR voted for pniiojd nciK>ii. iind In* 
adnutted frankly, if not witUovit ri'giel, U»o need for 
flueU a ooinvo. 

A civil ofticor waa aciit to udnuiiiMter tlo- two pjn- 
vinoM in the Compajiy’M name*, pc Toling Llir <110 ^1,1011 
of their Aiturt dispOHid, IfiiKtInjih kiH*w lloil tin* 
Company vwo atrongly act against nny i iiI(irg‘*iio*rit 
of tliulr donnmona. Ho wiw wiiling b> lioM Kora 
and AllaliftlNtd in triiat for Khdli A lain, if Cm I pi'in{*<* 
would only liavo agtved to follow Ida ndvlci*. Hut 
tbo Kmpcrui* would agreo to nothing until hlHum^arH 
of tiiljuto for Hoiigal wore duly paid. To idl BueU do» 
jii&ndatliu OoventoT and hia CidhuigurH iurnud & deaf 
e&r. Hoforo tbu fail lino of 176^-70 Jiciigai Wl Ix'on 
drained of (<peciu in <>rdoi* that tlio tribiito inlgltt l>a 
1‘ogularly paid, i^inco tlicn, chiefly in eoniicquonoe of 
the {amino, no pay men tn had been made. And mean- 
while tbo Ibnpcior bad nob kept foitb with bis English 
friends. Ho bad not only flung himself into the 
hands of their worst osotuies; he had even intrigued 
agsdast the Bengal Govaramant by eending Major 
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John Morrison bs hie «srof to Eng^nnd, to troat for the 
transfer of Bengo] from the Company to tbo Ciown. 
To pay Sliih Al&m any part of bia tribiito would bo 
tantamount to enriching the M&iilth^i whoso tool and 
aocomplioe he had now become. ‘Kls dcscriion iff ns, 
and onion with our oncsnicB/ wiote to 

Sulivan, 'leave us witliout a protonco to tiu’ow a^vay 
more of the Company’ll property uptm lum. CKprciully 
while tlio oloiiua of our Sovereign ai'u withludd forit.' 
To pvoTont all fuvtUer misumiemtnnding, Ihiitringn 
infoxinod bh(lh Alam that ho must look for no moro 
tribute fiom BongaL ThU atop was henitily ap¬ 
plauded by tho Couit of Diiv?ehirfl, who liacl tlioni- 
■elves suggested it, some yeai« heforo, m a proper 
penalty for any attempt on die lilmpcrorb poii to 
' fling himself into tho hands of the Marfttlnis, or any 
otlicr power.’ 

Hsstugs owns that this transaction was jogordod 
<ixL the most criminal light' by many poiionA both in 
India and at homo. But tho blame, if any, rests 
chiefly with tlie Court of Directors, as Mill himself, 
no iriend of Hostings, has pointed out. It must more¬ 
over be borne in mind tliat tho Emperor’s own conduct 
bad given Hastings ample grounds for withholding the 
tribute promised by the treaty of 1765. Hastinga 
bad good cause for looking on Shih Alam as a 
willing and dangerous tool in the hands of his new 
patrons. In surrendering to these the provinces 
which Clive’s bounty had bestowed upon him, the 
Emperor himself had virtually annulled the contraet 
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wUch entitled liizn to leceiTe the tribute. Acting 
with common prudence on grounds of public policy, 
Haetinge refused to fulfil hissbaie of & compect alroedy 
broken by his former &lly ^ Any other eUtosman in his 
place would almost certeJnly have doixe the same thing. 

As the Emperor bad steadily refused to rogun pos- 
session of his lost provinces by ronouneing hU oloiui 
to the foifuit tribute, Hastings resolved to inako thont 
over on certain conditions to his neighbour and ally, 
the Nawdb-Wa^ir, who bad shown hhnsolf a strong 
ruler and a sarviccablc friend to the pevrur he had 
once so reckloesly defied. had roanons of his 

own foi' acekuig help from hU English allies. The 
money which he claimed fvom R4hmat Klutu was not 
fortbooming. On ono plea end another, tile Itohilld 
leader* evaded the claim*. Forgetful of the aholtor 
afforded him by Edhmat's countrymen after tbo rout 
of Baxdr, tiie crafty Wasir eanght at so oppoiiunc 
a pretext for carryiog out bis fathor's schemus against 
KohUkhond. Ho had already persuaded ShAh Alain 
to invest him with the office of Frotoctoi^ in the rooju 
of lUhmat Kh(b. It only remainod for him to secure 
the ccuntcnancoj if not the direct support, of Ills 
English neighbours. 

In answer Co his pi*oposale, mado in tlio early pari 
of 1773, Hastings, with the full eensont of his Council, 
agreed to hold a conference with the Warlr. Their 
first meeting took place in August at Benares, and 

* FetTMCs 

' ' Us sUileU Mins bsrsf&Md lyluf to liia ovamods.’—F orrab. 

f 
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the conference I&sted off on for about a fortnight. 
So private were the interviews, tb&t Sir B. Barker 
made a special grievance of his exclusion therefbom 
By a covenant signed on the 7^ Septerahcis the 
distriota of Sora and Allab&bfid wero made over to 
the Wazir for a sum of fifty lakhe—then wortli ntoro 
than half a inillion^payahlo* part down» tlio roet 
within two youv. The eorvicos, whenever noodful, 
of a British brigade wm hired out to Shuj^ at 
a fixed monthly ebargo, with a proiuiso of forty 
lakhs for tho Company at the close of the prqjoetod 

oampugn^ 

HasUngs'fear of tho Mai’ithfis, wbo would coi lainly 
renew their r^ds on die first opportunity, his doop 
distrust of Sbdh Alam, bis beUof in Shi\j 4 s usofulnoss 
to Bhdsh interests, and his xoal for roernitisg tho 
Company's finances, all conspired to lead him in tire 
direction pointed out by his able but unscrupulous 
ally. In the middle of September he set off again for 
Calcutta, with tho Treaty of Benares in his pocket. 
Of the twelve members of Gounul Sir E. Barker alone 
found any fault with the ti’oaty. Whon he argued 
that the Emperor could transfer to other hands the 
powers which in 1765 bo had bestowed upon the 
Company, Hastings boldly declared that tho Com* 
pany's rule rested on no So'nad^ issued by the Mughal. 
* The sword which gave us ^le dominion of Bengal 
must be the instrument of its preservation; and if 
(which Qcd forbid) it ghall ever cease to be ours, the 

' 01«is, Fermt * Aab«r, Uill, 
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next proprietor will derive his rights of possession 
from the same natural ohorter 
This was the plain English of our position in India. 
It maj have suited the views of Clive and the Direc* 
tors to obtain from a titular King of Delhi a formal 
grant of provinces already won by the valour of their 
troops. Tho same show of loepoot for logal sanctionn 
narked tho Company's later policy down to the 
oatflstrophe of 1837. But tho foot remains that ovon 
at this moment our rule in India rests ultimatoly» ak 
it did at first, upon the ewoi'd; end HaHtings* plain 
speaking blow aside the legal cobwebs which had 
begun to overlie the fact. Dealing with tho case 
before him os & stotesxnsn bound to do tho best he, 
could for his employ ore, be eaw the advantage of 
etrengtheniag his one Sul'S ally by an orraugement 
wbieh would replenish tbo Company’s coffcm, while 
it reared a new bulwark against Mardtba aggrosaion. 
He hold that Rohilkband was to Oudb, both goograpbi* 
cally and politically, what Scotland hn<l boon to ] 2 ng« 
land before the days of Elisabeth. Tho KobilU lordH 
he regarded os a weak but tioublesome race of odvon- 
tuiem, who had no speoiol right to continue governing 
a country which they had provod 50 powerless to 
defend. It seemed to him, therefore, a thing of course 
that the task of guarding the line of tlio Upper Oongcu 
should be entrusted to more capable bands. 

One loading clue to Hostings’ policy may bo found 
in that want of money which coutinued to vox the 
* Atiber. 
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masters of Beng&l. He owned himself doubtful of 
the judgment thei ought be passed upon bia aeto at 
home, where he saw ‘too much sti'css Iwd upon 
general maxims, and too little attention paid to the 
oiTCumetancoB which require on exception to bo mado 
from them.' But he took comfort in thinking of 
‘ the acadental concomso of oii’cumstanccs/ tJiat en¬ 
abled bid to 'i^elievo the Company in tho diHtrowt of 
thoii affhirs' by moons which appearod to him entirely 
harmless. ‘Such—bo widtea to Sulivon—‘was my 
idea of tho Company's distross at homo, added to my 
knowledge of theu* wonts abroad, that I should have 
been glad of any occasion to employ thorn foroos, 
which saves so mueh of their pay and expenses 
Foot of tho ifaiiithds was another and yet more 
powerful motive for a course of action which has unco 
been often denounood, by nono moio eloquently than 
Macaulay himself, as a wanton aggression upon tho 
innocent rulers of a woll-govomed and ivosporous 
land. Hostings bod followed with anxious oyes tho 
gradual resurrection of tho Morithd power i^om tho 
bloody hold of P&nfpat; and his sqjourn at Madias 
had g^ven him a sti'oog foretaste of the mischief 
which Mardthi greed, cunning, and ambition might 
work among the distracted communities of Northern 
India. If the countrymen of Sivsjl once gained a 
permanent footiug in Kohilkhand, Oudh itself wxmld 
eooa be at their mercy, and the English might have to 
fight a desperate struggle for Bengal. The innocence 
> oi«is. 
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of the KobilU cbiefe had just displajcd itaelf in 
segoti&tioiu with Siadhia and Holkar fbr objoota 
dangerous to tho peace of Oudh. Instead of paying 
their debt to they were plasuiog a r^d across 

the Oan^ into the country about Oawnpur. Instead 
of thiiTing in almost Arcadian bliss, the pooplo of 
Robilkhand were a raok-rontod peasantry, livbg amid 
scones of Jawlees strife, doomed to suffer oliko from 
the oxactions of their own maston and from thu 
moreiloss raids of ubiquitous Mar&tbis'. Tboin was 
disunion too among the Robilli Isadora, some of whom 
sided with the Wazir of Oudb, while others stood 
neutral, or vory unwillingly espoused the cause of 
lUbmat Shin. 

Hastings himself avowoclly based his Rohilli policy 
on high political grounds. He had ' long oonsidciud 
the power of the BohllUs as dangerous to that of the 
Wasir, the only useful ally of the Company/ A 
jealous dread of this powerful neighbour would drive 
the Eobill&s at any moment to join the Maiithib in 
warring on the Wazir. The consequent danger to 
Oudh and Bengal could bo averted only by the con¬ 
quest of Rohilkhand. Our ally—he argues in the 
same Uinutc—would thus obtain ‘a eomplote, com¬ 
pact state shut in effectually from foreign invasion by 
the Qanges, &U the way fVom the frontiers of BehAr 
to the mountains of Tibet, while he would remain 
equally accessible to our forces... eithorfor hostilities 
or protection. It would give him wealth, of which we 

^ Eamlltoo's Bt 9 l«n/^ 0 u RokiOdi. 
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should pftTtftke, uid givo him secmity without 007 
dftogei’Ous iucieftsd of powov/ The biduging of the 
W&^ir's frontiers nc&ier to the Uar&thda would cor^ 
tainly * mder him more dependent on us, and coinont 
the union more £111117 hetweoo. 

The momont clioeon by tlio Waafr for entciing on 
the oonquoflt of Itohilkhand waa oppoituno. No puat 
Msittth(i force wsa present in tlio Qangotio Dudb bo 
hijidor his preUminejy movoinoiibu oeross tho Oruigcw 
in tho leet weeks of Shitli AUin luul confirmed 
tho grant of Allah&h&d and Kora to tiio Wajdr, and 
oven oidored a body of Lie hliigliol troops to aid that 
prince in Lis campaign against the KohilUs^’. In 
Maroh, 1774^ Colonel Champion's biigado crossed tho 
Karamoisa at Shuji'e request, and in April tho allied 
foitee entered Rohilkbaach In aocordaneo with the 
Treaty of Benares, Hastings had already deputed 
Middleton as political agent to Lucknow. On the 
33rd April, 40,000 Robilli^ wore routod noai* Katra 
with heavy slaughter by Champion’s disciplined troops. 
Charge after chaigo was broken by tbe £ro fiom his 
well^Borred guns, and tbe enemy turned in swift flight 
before the bayonets of bis advancing infantry, most 
of whom were Sepoys. lUhmat Khin himself was 
among the slain. When the Bght was fairly ovei*, 
Sb^ji, who had been looking on fiom a safe distance, 
let his own soldiers loose for the work of pillage, 
which they achieved in a style that provoked loud 
murmurs horn their disgusted allies. ' We have the 
^ FoTKBt’i * E««a». 
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bonoat of tb© day ^^^xcl©inwd the latter-—' and thoec 
banditti the profit/ 

If Sljuj 4 -ud-dauli left bia bravo allies to do all tbo 
fighting, be did not forget to reward thorn with a 
liberal ebare of hia guns. At the end of tlie campaign, 
which lingoi'od fitfully to the doao of tho year, Choin- 
pion’s brigade rcocivod a donaAion of ton lakhe and a 
half, then equivalent to 50*000} a very fair allow¬ 
ance for so stcall a foroo*. 

Fais-ulU KhAn, who had unwillingly taken part in 
the war, withdrew tho wrecks of tlio BohillA aiiny 
towards the Hills- It was not till August that 
Champion's brigade was called upon to complete its 
work, But the RobillAs woie in no mood for furthov 
roaistanoe- The Wasir had already offuiod them 
terms of peace. As their stores of food wore running 
short, while Champion was nearing tho mounts ns 
witlun which they had taken shelter, those tenns 
wore at last accepted by Faiz-ullA KhAn, who, on 
payment of a heavy fine, was allowed to rolwn 
his father's fief of RAmpur. His followers, to tho 
number of 18,000, wore penoitlod or compelled to 
migrate across the Ganges into tho distviets around 
Meeiiit, whloh had boon gi’anted to the BohlllAi 
Zahita Khin* aa a reward for his adheronco to the 
Oudh Wash *. 

That tho conquest of Bohilkhand was stained by 
some of the ci*uelty and injustice so common In 
Eastern warfare, may be granted as a thing of courae. 

' Stobbs’ ’ Kmds. Aubor. 
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But the tale of lu^’Ox wbicb Uacaulay, foUo’viug 
Butlco, has etoiopfid deep into the popular mind, diftbrs 
mdely from i^ecoi^ded facts. Some vjlla^g may have 
Been plundered and burned, some blood abed in pui^o 
wantosQcea, some tracts of country laid waste. 
Shujd'Ud'dAuU was uoitber woiae nor bettor than 
tbo average of Ebstem rulers \ nor vr&a there mucb 
to obooso botwcon bis solcUors and Hdftx KfUimat'a. 
It is folly to suppose (hat tbo now master of lioliiU 
kband would turn a rich province into a desert, or 
extoiiainatc tbo very pooplo to wboao industry ho 
would look for increased I'OYonucs. At ono elbow bo 
bad CoIoDol Champion, at the otbor Hastings' own 
agent) Hiddloton^ both empoworod to rcmoiutrats 
fi'cely, aud tbs latter even to use threats, on behalf of 
humanity and faiisplay. Champion was a good officer, 
whoso fseliags often blindad Lis judgment; and bis 
jealousy of Hiddleton sbarpenod bis readiness to 
believe all stories told against the Wasir, Tbs oom« 
plaints bo forwarded to Calcutta were often at variance 
with the reports which Hastings received from Middle* 
ton. Hastings could only remind the Oolonol that ho 
had various means of inclining tho Wasfr to tbo side 
of mercy, if he chose to employ them. 

The honour of the British name, as Hastings after* 
wards pleaded, was left in Champion's keeping, and 
if that honour was tarnished, Champion alone could 
ho held to blamed In his letters to Middleton, the 
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OoTomor oi^joiits bixu to ose all ijisinfliicnoc onlwh^lf 
of Ribmai’a family, to remonistralo Tvith the Wazlr 
a^omatovery act of cruelty or wanton violence to his 
new aobjecta, to imprcea him with the English aL>hor> 
ronee of ‘ every ypccice of inhumanity and opprcaHKtn, 
and, in the laat rosoit to work upon Iuh feaw of lowing 
the oountonanco of hia EngliwU alliua^. 

In spreading slanders against the Waxtr, (liainpion 
seemed to forget tho port whielt ho lunwolf hut] pht3'od 
in the campaign of i;54, when, by liia own who wing, 
ho helped to destroy 'upwai'tle of looe villngos ’ In 
Shigi’s Ui'ritoiy. But for the Juno tuina, ho wrote 
complacently to Voaeittart, 'we should have done 
very considm'ablc more damage,’ Ohainpion in fact 
was enraged with Hastings, who had ixfuwd not only 
to grant him unlimited control over tlio Oovornmciit 
of Oudh, but even to lot his soldiers sliaro in tlio 
plunder of Bohilkhand, His own evidence, ok ru- 
oordod a ycai* lator, recanted or toned down many of 
his former imputations. The ovideneo of other onieerN 
and a careful study of tho contemporary records now 
fully published for tho first time in Wr. b'onxwt's threu 
valuable Folios, leave no groimd for rational buliof in 
the legend olaborated by Burke and Macaulay out of 
the reckless slanders which Cbampion fatliorod, and 
which Francis spread abroad *. 

Few men of equal mark have sufibred so cruelly 
as Warren Hastings from the malice of personal one- 


' ni«ig, FVrmt. 
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mlea, tbe inid cnslaugbts of party oratorB and writers, 
aod tbe ffliseoneeptions of ono-Gided critics. Ono 
psfDpblctcor of his day coolly afiirined timt 500/000 
RobilU families wem diivuii across tlic Jujdqk, and 
that Bcbilkliaiid bad become a barren and unpeopled 
waste. Mill bimsulf asserts that 'every ono who 
faoio the namo of Rohilbt was either InitcJierud or 
found Ills safety in iligbt and in exile.' An<l Mae* 
aulay, impoving on Clnunplgn, tellsliew ‘more tlian 
a hundiTid tlionsaud people ilud from tKclr Uoiiies to 
peetilontial junglotf,’ away f^’om the tyi^ariiy of luin to 
wboffi a Cbilstian Qovumniunt boil 'sold tlieir Kub- 
stance and thdr blood, and tlic honour of tlioir wives 
and daughtoi'S;* Hastings looking on witli folded 
ariDS * while tbeir villages wore burned, tboir cbildron 
butchered* and tbeir women violated/ The truth, as 
wo have seen, was widely difToroni The' oxtormina* 
Uoo' of tbo KoluU^s^ word no longer used in its 
oiigioal aoxuo'-’moant only the expulsion of a few 
PathAn obiofa with 18,000 of tboir people tbo 
lands which they or thoir immediate predecessors 
bad won by the sword. Soma thotisanda of those 
Fath&os stayed behind with Fais^nlU KIi£n and other 
chiefs of the same stock* Behind also romained nearly 
a million fiindu husbandmen, who, says Hamilton, 
were ' in no way affected ' by the change of masters, 
but who would certainly have starved if tbo whole 
country bad bean lud waste. Instead of looking 
carelessly on at scenes of untold outrage, Hastings 
did his beet to stay the hand of a conguaror whose 
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mdiffcrenco to tho suftbiinga of othcre was 
by & koeD regard for hia ovn inUrotrts 
Muck blamo b&a boon cast upon Hoi^titigx for tJio 
part token by British troops in such a war. In 
the letter confirming tiio Treaty of BcnaiS'S, tli«’ 
Directors ocrtiunly <loi)iurrod to the nuployiju nt of 
their solUiort in a war wagoil botwiHMi potion- 

tatee. But thuir oouNuro wntodun grouniis of \»>\Hy 
alone, of tho policy wliiuU IiikI Iwl Onuii so ofim Ui 
aiTaign tUo wnvUku j^rocoudingw of (Jii ir siTviinlM in 
Southern India. It is obviously unriiiv lo judge On* 
etatofljnon of tlio days of Ooorgo if I l>y llir ilhifal 
standards of our own tbiiu. Tho moral sense of 
HastlGgR’ contomporariuH did not rosliian tlieui iViun 
employing Bed Indians against Ibuiv own (uiuntiyinon 
in Nortli America, Tluxu yewfl after tb(^ Hnliilld \^’av 
an EogHsh poor declared in tlio IIounu of l.nnis. with 
rofcienco to diis vory prfietiec, tliiil 'wo, won* just if! id 
in using all tlic inoiuis whiuli Clod and uatuiv W 1 pul 
into our hands;’ and I<ui\l (diuthiun stoisl nearly 
alone in donouiioing the uhu nnulo of 'tlioso liorriblo 
heibhounds of envogo wai*'*/ Tlie grrat bulk of 
Champion's 101*00 woro Hepoys of tin* saiiM* rfu^i* with 
thOBO wiio fought far tlio Nawuh-\S'iuli*. ’fjio iuin*r 
werono moro savages timii tlio lioldllu J’aUiiliis; nnd 
their oxflcflsoe were grossly oxaggi ratod by ('liauipiou 
and his fiends. 

It has boon urged by a rocent writi*r nf no 

• WllHn's ocUlion sf illK, Kmw'. llnuiiUoti, lil. 
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email repute that tbe att&ek on the T^obiU^ was 
' t?T0Dg in priaoiplo^ for they had not provoked oe 
But of tvo evils, Hastings chose the lesser. If tho 
BohiUis had not directly provoked him, their in> 
trigues with tho Marithds woi‘0 & etaodiDg d&ngor 
to Bengal and Oudb. It woe hotter, ho tliought, to 
join in ci'usliing thorn than to run tho rink of being 
crushed himsolf. K strong political necessity drove 
him in aolf-dofonoo into a lino of action similar 
to that which English statexmen at homo a^N 
wards puisnod towards Donmark, on two momorablo 
oocaaiona during tho war with Napoleon Buona¬ 
parte. Haatiogs, moroovor, folt hound in common 
jnstioe to dght for an ally whose good-will had boon 
proved by his recent oonduet, and whoso olums 
against Bihmat Kb&n were founded on tho treaty 
whieh an English gcnoral had poisonally helped to 
promote. In their daspatch to tho Directors, Kutinga' 
Council laid particular stress upon 'the honour of tho 
Company, pledged implicitly by Qenoral Barker's at- 
testation for the accomplishment of this treaty, snd 
which, added to their allianoc with tho Vizier, engaged 
us to see redress obtained ibr the perfidy of the 
Bohilliis/ Were their persistent broach of faith to 
our ally, and their negotiations with the common 
enemy—the Maiith&s—no provoea^ons to the part 
which Heatings played in the ensuiog war ? 

' sir 1. Warwt 



CHAPTER VI 


The Rwulatino Act 
I773-J775 

Iv tho vory first yo«r of Hastings' Oovcxnmont tiio 
CotQpsfi/s affairs ’woro rlguUy ovu^baulod "^y Pavlia- 
mentuy Comroittoos, whoso catiuirioAroBuUocUnLorti 
North’s Rogulati&g Act of 1773. Up to that tuno, 
S8 Hastings vi'oto to tho Court of Diiooton, 'our 
constitution is nowboi'o to bs tiaood but in anoiont 
ohartsn, which woi'O Atimod for tho juviitdiotion of your 
trading scttlomosU* tho rates of your exports, and tho 
provision of your annual invesUnont/ No wondoi* 
that thcM proved wJioUy unfitted for ‘ tlio govoinmont 
of a groat kingdorci nod for tho preservation of Ite 
riches from private violoueo and ombo;<sloLnoDt/ Tlio 
now Aot was tho first serious attempt iua<le by tho 
British Lcgislotuvo to set up is India a form of govom> 
mont suitable to the ohaogod eonditions of tho Com¬ 
pany's official work. 

The new Aet ordained that each Direetor should 
hold ofiioe for four years, instead of one. The ^ualifi* 
cation for a vote in the Court of Proprietors was 
raised frem j^5oo to j^iooo. No Proprietor might 
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claim more tbac fcmr votes. The Governor of Bengal 
waa traitfformcd into a Govemor-Genoral; Ins Council 
weA Induced to four looinKcis; and under tUcirjomt 
control were placed the Oovonuiiuntn of Madraa and 
Bombay. Tho Govemw-General 8 nalary waw fixed at 
j^25»ooo, that of oacb CounciUor at Jt’i 0,000 a year. 
A Suproino Court of Judicature, consiatiug of a C'hiof 
JitRtico ojid tliixio puisne Judgi>R, wna to ailiuiiuntcr 
English law from Calcutta for all Britinh Kuhjeota in 
tho piOTinooa lulcxlhy tlie Oovniior^ncucral. CupioK 
of all <dvi] and uiilitary <hvpatcli<« n'oeivcil at tliu 
India Houho weru to 1 h) fovward<^tl wltldu a Corttdght 
to oortain mornbom of tlto Liiiilfibry, for tlieir inf(>nufr> 
^n if tboy ebon to 2‘oad tbuirt. but not fur their final 
ordoTB tberoon. Tho Company wuro Huouml m all 
their 000111101*0141 piivilcgee, inoIucUng the trado in 
salt, botol-nut, and tobacco. Aa a inavk of public 
eonfidcncoi Hoetinga wae appointed Govomor*Gonoi*aI. 
The olamours of tho India Houeu against tbenu now 
curtailmontB of their charterod nghtH wero preecstly 
allayed by a loan of J^i,4oc,ooo from tbo national 
ezohequer. 

Of tho new Councillora, ono only, Biobard Barwell, 
bad belonged to Hagtings' old Council. Tho other 
three, General Clavering, Colonel Monson, and Philip 
Francis, •were eeleotod in England by Lord North's 
Ministry for the manifest purpose of moulding tiie 
policy of the Indian Oovemment in accordance with 
the views of Parliament and the Crown. Even if 
Barwell were to follow Hastings' lead, the nominees of 
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the Ministry mi^Ut asfely be trustod to get the nppor 
hRnd in a govorniog body vrbere each raomber would 
have an equal vote. For the vice of the old eyEteni 
ro>appearod ia the new; and the i^ret Governor- 
General of BriiiE»h India found bis hamle tied yet 
iBoro offooUvoly than the erowbilo Govornor of Bon- 
gah The now Oouncillorn woi*e formally enjoined to 
cultivate all good-will and bannonyin tho dUohargi^ 
of thoir appointed duties. But tlio Buquol wan aoon 
to show what sort of val\io tboy attached to a form 
of words so littlo consonant with tbuirown projucUeue« 
or with the spirit of some otlror rules laid down for 
their especial guidance. 

The Act of {775 may be said infect to liavo soUlcd 
nothing save the ligbt of Farliazncot to control the 
political management of the Company’s affairs. It 
ccrteunly curtailed in vaiious ways tbo powon an<l 
patronage, of the Court of DiiaotorR. It improved 
the intornal economy of Loadonbsll Stroot. It applied 
to British sulgocts in India those regular prinmples of 
law and justice which provailod at borne. But it 
sei'vcd only to inflame, instead of allaying, the old 
conflict of rival authorities and unsottlod juiisdiotiona; 
it reduced the Oovcrnor-Qeneral to a tnoro cipher, 
threw all bie foreign policy out of gear, and gave 
birth to a long and violent quaitol botwoen the Cal* 
cutta Council and the Supi'omc Court. Tbo maobinery 
designed for ' the better government of India’ was all 
there; bat the means of putting it together, and the 
power to make it work properly, had been forgottea 




WAIfREN HASTINGS 


The new Cousdllore sailed for India in April, 1774. 
Aootiier siiip which started on tho same day carried 
out Chief Justice, Sir Elijah Impey, and bis three 
colleagues^ Ohambcre, Hyde, and Lomaiatra. The 
two ships kept near each other thi’oogbout the voyage. 
Several of tho party took with them tholr wives and 
daughters. Of the three CouneUiore, Olavoving, who 
WM also appointed Oomcnander-in-Ohiof, wns an 
honest, hot-beaded soldier, who had lod tho attack on 
Quadoloupo is 2759, and whoso PaiUamontary In- 
fluonoa had raised him into favour with t)io King and 
Lord I 7 orth. 'He brought,’ says Hestings, 'strong 
prejudices with him, and ho roooivos all his intonig<mco 
£1*020 men whose aim or interest it is to inoroaso those 
pr^udioes/ The Hon. George Monson had fought 
in Indian campaigns on the Coast, and Woo a 
prominent part in the conquest of Kamila in z75s. 
He appears to bavo been a man of small intolloot, 
arrogant, rash, self-willed, but easily led by those who 
paid him the needful defei*onoe. Last of the trium¬ 
virate, but far tho first for intcHoot, ability, culture, 
and fbrc« of cbaractor, comes Philip Francis, who bad 
been for some yearn chief clerk in the War Office, and 
has now boon ldenti£ed by competent judges with 
the author of the once famous * Loiters of Junius/ 
Macaulay, in his well-known description of that 
vitriolic satiiist, Lae, according to Herman Mori vale, 
the biographer of Francis, g^von us a perfeot like- 
nesa of Francis himself. ^ Juniue was clearly a man 
not deeUtute of real patriotism and magnanimity, 
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a maa wboee vioea wore not of the sordid kind. But 
be must also havo been a toan in ibe blgbost dcgjoo 
arrogaiit and icBoIent; a man prono to molovolojico, 
jtnA prone to tbo error of mistaking bia malovolonoo 
for public Tirtuo. Boost tbou well to bo ongiy 1 was 
tbo qaestioQ asked in old time of tbo Hobrowpi opbot. 
And he answered, "I do well” Tbia was evidently 
the temper of Junius ; and to this caiiso wo attribute 
the savage oruulty wbieb diagmees aovoral of bis 
letters. No man is so moi^cilcss as ho who, undui* a 
strong dalualon, confounds his ontipatlilos with bis 
duties*.' Merivalo bunself spoaka of his ‘pi'ouil, 
unaccommodating spirit,’ wbilo Sir James Stopbon 
adds ^fslsohood, treaebery, and calumny' to the list 
of bis darker traits. Francis’ malignant nature, his 
keen, versatile mtsUect, bis ari^ogant self'esCcom, bis 
strong pi’Opossasflions, bis combative ins^ncts, bis 
orafty daring, bis wrong-headed xoal for any cause 
that took bis fanoy, all those qualities tnavkod bim 
out as a leader in the long and furious struggle into 
wbiob bis party were about to drag tho Oovoimor- 
General of Bengal. 

Friendly lottora bom Eutings awutod each of thu 
Councillors and Judges on thoir arrival at 5fadra8. 
To one only of tho numbei*, his old school-fellow Sir 
BUJab Impey, he wrote without raservo, as rojoidng 
at *tbd pinapcct of seeing so old a fi'lend,’ on whoso 
support he might safely reckon in ‘ the peculiar 
circumstances ’ of bis new position. On the i ptb 
^ tfulTUlfl’s ifmoirt^Str P. PmiwU, vol. 11. 
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October, 7774, tba vhole p&rt^ Ujided at Cb&sdp(ll 
Obit, aftor a oairow escape from shlpwraok at tbo 
S&ndbc&ds. The hour was noon, and dome of tbe 
party grumbled at tbo beat, the confusion, and the 
laok of nilitaiy parade. But the landing was duly 
heralded by a salute of eoventcon guns, and tbo 
absence of tioops was owing, as Eae^nge said, to tbo 
distanoe of tbe landbg-plaoo from Foii William'. 
An officer of Hastioga* staff eonduetod tbo wholu 
painty to tbe Oovoinor-Gonoral's own bouso at Alip^, 
where he himself and most of his old eulluaguoK stood 
prepared to wclcomo tbom with all befitting courtwy 
and respect. The now Counoilloi’S, howovox, made 
but a cold return to gi'QOtiogi which they wmo in no 
mood to censtrue in a fair and friendly spirit. 

On tbe following day the new Council mot to i^ead 
tbe letter of insti’uotions sent out by the Court of 
Direoton for their behoof. The Ooveinor^Oenctal 
and bis colleagues woio enjoined to act harmoniously 
togethor for tbe goneral good, and for the peaceful 
advancement of the Company's interests, financial 
and pcUtioal. A separate Board of Trade was to bo 
established. The military outlay must be kopt within 
certain limits. Enquiry must he made into past abuses 
and oppressions. The land revenue syetem, as worked 
by Hast] ogs, was to be let alone, and all correspondence 
with the country powers might be left to the Govemoi- 
Oeneral, on condition that the letters were duly laid 
before hie Council. 
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As Bsrvell hsd not jsi returnod to Oalcutts, the 
CoiuKul adjoiuned for business until tho 24th, yrhin 
Barwe]] took bis seat at tho Board. On this occasion, 
Hastings laid before bis oolloagues a olsar and oonueo 
review of tus past administiaticn. The first part of 
tbo Minute was rccciTsd without any sign of dis> 
sent But bis account of tlio Treaty of Bonaros and 
the BohiLUk Wai* at onco brought out the latent 
bostlUty of tbo Francis faction. Tbcn bmut forth on 
Hastings* bead a storm which was dustined to rogu 
against him long after his first assailants had died or 
returned home. Monson called on tlio Oovernor- 
Osnoral to produce all the letters which bad paaecd 
between him and bis agent at Lucknow. HsstingM 
declared that no power on eortb could autUonso bim to 
give up letters written in the strictest ccnfldonco, how¬ 
ever willingly be would fumuh all extracts bearing on 
msttei's of public inteinst. Baiwcll loyally stood by 
his old chief in refusing obodienco to an ox p<ntt favio 
law thus suddenly sprung upon tboin^. 

But the new Councillors, eager for tho fray, and 
confident in tbe goodness of their cause, would take 
no denial, nor stoop to any compiomiso, liowovor fair. 
Striking at Hostings through bis agent, they promptly 
voted tbe rocall of Middleton from Lucknow, appoint¬ 
ing Charupion to act in his 8tead^ This was tbe fiixt 
blow dealt by Lord North's omissaiios against their 
nominal chief, In a quarrel which, as Macaulay puts it, 
'afterdistractingBritish India, was renewed inBogland, 

* ForrML * Aab«r. 
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and ill wLicli all the moet eminent Btatosmen and oitttors 
of the fl^e took actlre port on one or the other aide.' 

Soon after Mkldleton'e recall, hia place was per¬ 
manently filled by Bristow, the nominee of the do¬ 
minant majority in Council. Champion was ordered 
to withdraw his brigade forthwith fmn Bobilkhaml, 
and to enforoo speedy payment of all monoya duu finm 
the Wasrfr, under a throat of inmoving tlio Bi*iti«h 
ti'oope from Oudh itself, Tho very men who had just 
been denouncing the Ti'oaty of Benares and iimighiiig 
against the wiekodnoss of the Bohilli Wal^ saw no 
inconsistoncy in I'eaping the solid finite of a policy 
which stank in their fine nostrils, In vain did 
Hastings bring all the weight of his reasoning and 
his skilled experience to bear againet measures which 
tended to upset bis bost*laid schemes, to destroy his 
isiiueDcs with nelghbouiing princes, and to dishonour 
him in the eyes of his own subjects h His opponents, 
with the reins in their own hands, seemed wholly 
incapable of behaving with common fairness, or even 
with common deoeney. At the oustocnaiy meetings 
of Council, Eastings and Barwell might plead never 
so earnestly for delay, for farther enquiry, for tho 
deference duo to officxal experts; they might record 
their weighty protests against the acts of colleagues 
whose ignorant rashness equalled their self-conceit. 
But Clavering, Monson, and Francis gave little heed 
to arguments and appeals whioh commanded only two 
votes in a Council of five, Mercy and modesty were 
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unknown to Philip FranciS) whow zeal for 
1*0^1*668111$ wrongs scorned but to mako him the more 
implacable, and who wi*ota to Clive aa if he alono 
could be tiiisted to save Bengal from ruin *. Clavoring 
and Moneon might soem to stand forth as loaders in 
the strife now raging, but they were really t£ elay 
in the hands of a potter who knew how to mould 
them for tho fuithoranoo of hie own onda. 

Before tlie cloao of 1774 tho Conncil-rooin in Fort 

William_tho new Fort which Clivo had begun to build 

a little lower clown the river in j 75 7—was become 
the econo of bitter and pi'olongod dsHSonsione, which 
reminded Hastings of bis implouaj^t exporioneos in 
the days of Voneittart’s rulo. The insults ho had to 
put up with rankled deep in a nature at once proud, 
sensitive, and kindly. Souetimoa ho thought of leav¬ 
ing ^e field to hifl pitiless opponents. But his sense 
of duty to bis sroployers, a proud oonaoiouancu of hie 
own deserts, and a clinging belief in Lord North's 
apparent friendliness, deoicled him to remain at his 
post ponding the issue of his appeals to the Dirootors 
and theii* friends. 

Heaawhilo hie tompei*, naturally quick, must have 
been sorely tried at tho CouneiUmeetings, whoi‘0 every 
act of his government was reviewed in a captious spirit 
by colleagues whose zeal for refoiming abuses seemed 
to spend itself on their President alona Whoever 
else was right, Hastings was always found to be in 
the wrong. ‘We three are king,' eaid Francis; and 
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very loudly did the fact proeleim itself to the 
astonished oltlsens of Calcutta. The Chief Justice, i& 
his letters to Lord Thuiiow, bitterly complained of 
‘the haflUewr, insoleace, and superior airs of authority 
which the mcuibors of the now Council use to tbo 
Courts’ Hastings fought them with patient eoungo, 
week after week, in spoochos, Minutoa, protoaU, and 
earnest lottoi's to frioade and ofQdal patrons at homo. 
Both parties Indocd kept up an incossant ilro of 
written dooumonts against oaoli othori both in the 
Oouncil-i'oom and in theii* privato dwellings. In tbo 
war of Hinutes, the Govorn«’>OoQora) was more than 
* match for bis assulants, but the lattor could appeal 
to much more powerful friends at home‘. 

When the TioloDOO of tho mr^orlty passed all bounds 
of endurance, Hostiags and Barwell would save their 
dignity by leaving the Council-room for* that day. But 
nothing ohooked the headlong pugnacity of tho trium- 
virato. They never lost a chance of wounding their 
President's pride, ignorlag his authority, or undoing 
his work, Almost every detail of his past policy was 
shovm up as a crime or a blunder by the men who 
had been speciaJly warned to work harmoniously with 
their future colleagaes. The extent of theii* rancour 
against tho Oovemor-Gonoral may be measured by 
their mode of pressing their enquiry into the oiroum. 
stances of the EohilU War, and by tho tenour of thoir 
deslings with the ruler of Oudh, The officers of 
Champion’s force were invited to bear witness aguost 
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the man who had aold their services to a ruthless 
tyrant. Colonel Leslie declined to answer for the 
opinions of the army as to the moraJ oharactor of the 
late war. The evidence of Leslie and Hannay was all 
in favour of the accused. 

Baffled at ono point, the three inquisitoi'S at¬ 
tached another, to nearly as Utllo purpose. Thor© was 
no evidence of the cruoltios imputed to the Waalr. Of 
the EohillAa and tlioU* real charactci* they learned many 
things which slwuld have constiained them largoJy to 
modify tboii* former miseoncopWons. But no amount 
of new facts could stay them in tlioir fuidous career. 
They even found matter for a fresh charge against their 
President in the handeomc donation wbicl^ Shujfi had 
bestowed upon Champion’s tixwps. And, in spite of 
ail the ovideneo before them, they denounced him to 
the Directors as one who had waged war with ‘an 
innocent nation,' and oountcnoncod some of the woint 
atrocities committed by his ally^ 

As if to proolaiin tbo essential pottinoss of thoh 
motives, tho throe Coundllore flavoured their despatch 
of November 30 with cemplmnts of the scant couvtoey 
shown them on them first arrival. They had been 
stinted of their proper salute, no troops wore drawn 
out to greet thorn, Mr. Hastings bad recoivod them 
at his private house instead of tho Council-chamber. 
Then there was undue delay in issuing tho new 
commiBsions, and the ceremony of proclMining tho 
now Govommont was marked by the absence of 

‘ Aub«r, Forrat. 
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befitting pat&de. BetT^cen tbo fiatt a&<l the second 
meeting of the Council tbe zncmbcit wero left ‘ in ibo 
most ensious, not to eoy disgraceful, situation^.* This 
careful bailing on small grievanocs, most of which 
were grouDdless and all alike MtoIous, marks tbo 
temper in which the ClevoriDg faction ontcred on 
their ofiicial tasks. 

To ShujiC-ud-daul& tbo new policy of tlio Calcutta 
Council soomed like a rending of all tho tius tltat 
bound him to his English noighbonrs. h'or uomo 
years past ho had stood firmly by his allianco with 
the power which had aparod him in 17(55. For 
Bas^Dgs ho had conccivocl a strong pcjreonal attacli* 
moat, which rofiocted itself in his intoioounso with 
the Biitiah Rceident at Lucknow. When KicUUcton 
showed him his letter of itcall, the Waxtr buivt into 
tears over a step whiob socstod to betoken some 
hostile purpose towards himsolf Thoro uo some 
grounds for thinking that his death, in tbo follovylng 
January, may have boon hastened by tho sudden 
change of policy in Calcutta. Ho loft behiad him 
a letter imploring tbo Governor'General to extend 
to his eon tbo friondahip ho had always shown for 
the father. 

With these last wishes of tho dying prince, Hastings 
strove hard to comply. But tho forwgn policy of his 
Government bad wholly passed out of his oontrol. 
Franois and his colleagues hastened to brush away 
all existing treaties with Oudh, and to enforce their 
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own coupons upon the now Was^ir, Asaf-u(l-<lftuW- 
Their agent Bristow, with whom they hold the samo 
kind of correspondence which they had so latciy 
condemned in the case of Hastings, threw himself 
with pliant cagomeag into all thoir plane. In vain 
did Hastings and BarwoU plead to:* the fair oheorvonco 
of foimer treatioB and for the personal rights of the 
young Wazir, as heir to his fathca**a tiirono and pro¬ 
perty. In vain did Aaaf-ud-Jauli protest against 
demands which saddled his kingdom witii now bur¬ 
dens, and robbed him of tbo vay means of carrying 
on his government. Before the end of May, i 775 > 
had ugnod a now ti'oaty, wbieh tranafM'wd to tlio 
Company the revenue-rights over Chait Singh's Be¬ 
nares domains, and raised by 50,000 rupees a montl: 
the subsidy his father had paid foi* the Bi itish garrison 
in Oudh. At the ssuio time he hound himsolf to pay 
otf, with all speed, tiio halooco of his father's debt 
to iho Company. 

Besides these bard conditions, with hie own ai*my 
mutinous for long arrears of pay, tho holplcss youth 
was forced to surrender to bis fathoi’'s widow ncai'ly 
the whole of the two millions steiling which 
bad stoi*cd up in his treasury for uso in times of 
public need. Kedtbor in law nor in fact had tho 
Queen-mother any right to a shai’O of tliia large 
treasure. She already possessed a Jaghir, or landed 
estate, which yielded her £toy thousand pounds a 
year. But she claimed the two miUioQs also under 
a will which was never produced; and her eon was 
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frightened hy BrUtow into aigning away Lie right 
to thne-fburthe of hie lawful property. 

Hastings steadily refused hie sanc^on to acta which 
be waa nttarly powerless to forbid. Even tlio direc¬ 
tors demurred at first to the notion that their treaties 
with Ouclh bad expiiwi with tho doatli of Shujft-ud- 
dauli >. But their souse of justice soon gave plaoo to 
the satisfaction dcrivc<l iVom tho now imprevemont 
in their financial pvospeoW. In Docomher, 177 6 ^ they 
iwordod tlieir * ontire approharioa ’ of a hargjun which 
appaa>rocl to promise tlicm ^ solid and permanent a<l- 
vantages.’ Among the first fruits of tho tiuaty thus 
forced upon tbs new Wasir was an alarming mutiny 
of his unpaid soldiers, which could not bo quolled 
without the shedding of much blood. 

Meanwhile tho Oovotnor«OcncraI was trying baid 
to set himself right with tho powers at homo. Ho 
sent Lord ^ovth a copy of all his corrcspondonco 
with Middleton. To his friends at tho India House and 
among the ?ropricton ho wi'Ote in a strain of anxloae 
pleading for their support against tho malioo and tho 
wrong-doing of hU foes in India. * There arc many 
gentlemen in England '—ho writes in April, 1775, to 
hiB confidential agents, Oraham and Macleane— who 
have been eye-witnesses of my conduct. For Ood’s 
sake, cal! upon thorn to draw my true portrait, for 
the devil is not so blaok sa these fellows have p^ted 
me ... If 1 am not deceived, there is not a man in 
Calcutta, scarce in Bengal, unconnected with Cla- 
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veriog and bis aescKsiatea, wbo doca not oxccratc their 
conduct and unite in wishes for my success against 
them/ Some weeks earlier ho bad no^fied to both 
these gentlemen his wsolution to retuiTi home ‘ on tho 
first ship of the next season/ if the Directors shouhl 
disapprove of the Benares Treaty or of tiio Rohtlld 
War, and ‘mark an evident diaincUnation' towarrlw 
him. This announeemont ho loft tJioin froo to inako 
such uso of as they might think propw. By the 
inidcllo of May, things had happonotl which iviuwhI 
Hastings to change his mind and wifelulraw fmm hi- 
sgonts the discrotion given them in MarchHf' 
detonniued at all hasarde to await tho Ikhuo of his 
further appeal, ‘believing it impowiblo that uicn 
whose actions aw so frantic can ho pormitted t« 
remain in ohargo of so impoitant a littst. This 
ohange of purpose was woU known to I'is coUcagues, 
for Franoia writes in Novomboi' to Lord Barrington 
that ‘Mr. Hastings la doturminod, at all ovonts, to 
bold it out until the lOturn cf tho answer to luy flrwt 
letter**/ 

Writing by tho same mail to tho Chairman of tho 
Company, Francis advised him to recall Burwoll 
rather than Hastings: ‘You had better keep thix 
man, who has some pai'ts and consideraMo oxperi* 
enco/ By that time bo had learned to con’CCt HIh 
first impressioDs of ‘this man’s’ character and abili¬ 
ties. But six months earlier the position for Hastings 
bad become wollnigh intolerable. His oppoiicutK 
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liftd stnpped him even of hie patronago. Bcyoml the 
m&Degemeut of the revenues and sueli other business 
as none of his oolloagues ventured to taka in hand» 
he was little kottoi* than a clerk in Ills mastere' 
asrvice. His countrymen in Calcutta saw with won- 
dei'ing eympatby the political offaoomcnt of tlioir 
nominal bead. Many of the natives, witli their usual 
readiness to desert weak, hod lK.gun to play into 
tho hands of the ri’anois faction, who woi'e bent, as 
Hastings said, on raking up‘out of tho dirt uf 
Calcutta’ any bits of scandal which might servo to 
blacken his good namo. Every one who sought to 
curry favour with tho triumvirate, or to pay oif a 
grudge against tho QovomoisQonoral, found In the 
new Council greedy iistonon to his tale. No story 
was too absuiii, no informer too vile, no means too 
crooked, for tlio ends they wrought at under tho guise 
of seal for the puhlio welfare. 

An Indian Oovornment, says Maoaulay, *has only 
to let it be understood that it wishes a particular 
man to be ruined, and in twenty-four hours It will 
be furnished with grsvo choigca, supported by do- 
positions so full and oircumetantial that any poraon 
uDaccnetomed to Asiatic mendacity would regard them 
as decisive It is well if tho signature of the deedned 
victim is not counterfeited at the foot of some illegal 
compset, and if some treasonable paper is not slipped 
into a hiding-place in bis house.' 

There is no need to accuse Francis and his coUeaguea 
of suborning false witness against their chief- It is 
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enough to knew that thoir ignorant rashness dwIv- 
them an easy F^y ^ 

thoii* notorious enmity towards the Goveraox'-Goncral. 
In their scaroh for evidonco of Haatinga' wickedness 
they clutched at any faUohood which cwuo to hand. 


CHAPTER VII 
HASTItfaS AOON14TK8 
J775-J77? 

FoARMOdT antong tbo ci‘Own who woro now pocking 
at tho wounded ccglowtuHAetiuga' old onomy, Kenda* 
Eluiudi'. Tl^at wily Biidiiaan auw tho ifglit moiaont 
for t&king full rcvoxigo on tbo mm who hod more tiian 
once exposed (v&d thwutod hie mlBCliiovouB intrigaea. 
On the iitb Uorob^ 1775, ho dolivoi’ed into Francis' 
bands & letter which» at Kanda-Kuindr'a retiucst, was 
laid next day before tho OounoU. It was banded in un> 
oponod* but Francis owned that bo bod semo inkling of 
its general purport. Tho writer charged tbo Oovomor- 
Oenoral with vaiious acts of fraud, eerruption, and 
oppression. Hastings was openly accused of taking 
bribes from tho Hanni Begam, of sharing in the 
plunder amasiod by Rasa Khdn, and of pi'ocuring that 
officer's acquittal in return for another large bribe. 
In a second letteiv which reached tbo Council on tbo 
35tb, Nanda-Xumir asked leaye to be board in person 
at Ibe Board, and to biing witnesses forward in sup* 
port of his charges. 

Monson moved that tbe should appear be> 
fore tbe Board and produce his evidence. Hastings 
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mdigiiaiit>l7 deoidd the of his oollesgues to onter 
into charges coding from a eomco so foully tMAtcd. 
The triuiuTiratd insisted on their demand, Hastings 
Tshsmontly pvotcatsd against so gross an insult to his 
office and himself. His colleagues, if they chose, might 
form tbomsclvos into a Committee of Enquiry. But 
be utterly refused to accept for bis judg;c8 tho men 
who were really bis accuscis, or aohnowlcdgo in any 
way tboir right to bring such matters hcfoi'O tho Boaid. 
He 'could not auShr the dignity of tho First Msglsti'ato 
of this Ooveromont to bo dabuod, by sitting to bo 
arraigned aa a oriminal at the Counoi] Board of which 
ho was the President by the man of oliaracter so 
notoriously infamous as that of Nanda>Kumdr.' 
Barwell demanded that the whole question should 
be refen'ed to tho Supz'ome Court But the trium¬ 
virate wei'6 above all considoratioDs of justice, decenoy, 
and coromon sense. At length Hastings bi’oko up the 
mooting for that day, and quitted the Counoil-ehambar, 
followed by his one supportor, Bsawsll K 
That a Oovornor-Oonoral in euob a itiait could not 
have acted otberwise, with any regard for tho dignity 
of his office, no sane person will now deny. And yet 
one grave hlatoiisn, writing long aftmwai’ds, had thu 
courage to contend that Hastings' ‘ eagerness to stifle, 
and his oxoi’Uons to obstruct enquiry, on all occasions 
where hia conduct oame under complaint, constituted 
in itself an art^e of proof, whitdi added materially to 
the weight of whatever oame against hira from any 
* aubtf, Qleis, fomsU 
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other aoarco It is from passages Uko thjs> which 
ahoiind m James Mill's Bietoy'y, that wo learn bow 
much of gross uiif^ nsss may he ooverocl by an aii* 
aod tone of ssvero impaitiallty. 

It was lato in tho aftojneon when Hastings an'l 
Baiwell withdrew from tho stormy dobato. Monsou 
and Francis at onco voted Clavering into tho uinpty 
chaii'i and NikU<Ia*Kiiimlr was sunniionud lioforu tlm 
mock Coundh Ho produced »letter fi^m tlic Mtuini 
Begam, in wlueli Hastings iiguroil oh the I'cocivor of 
pi'osunts from that lady at tho hands of Himdo-Kumdr 
biinsolf. The ugitature was found to differ widely 
from that of a letter sent by ha* a few days back 
to Sir John D'Oyly of tho Soorotarlat The seal, how> 
ever, appcu’od to bo the Bsgsm's own. A mcssago to 
Hastings failed to bring him back; and the trlumvi- 
i^ato, in spite of bis abscnooi tho lateness of tbo hour, 
and tho lack of real pi’Cot hastened to pass tlioir judg¬ 
ment on the case. They found Hastings guilty of 
taking pi'cscnts fhom tbo Bogam to the valuo of 
£35,000 i and they ordered him to «pay that sum 
forthwith into the public treasury 

The Oovemer*Ocnoral refused to obey any ordei' 
issued by & Court whoso right to try such cases he 
utterly disowned. The letter itself he pi’onounoed 
a pslpahle forgery, a fact which the Begam boraelf 
ere long attested. Meanwhile, fresh charges were lud 
before the Council by the B&ni of Bardw^, by an 
emissary horn the young Hawib of Bengal, and by 
* Hill. ^ Aubir, Fomst 
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other worahippers of the rising sun. Some of these 
stinok ftt Hsetinge through his own oountrymen: 
Onmt, an aocountant, and the two Fowkes, father 
and son. One obecuve na^ve aecusod him of cm- 
beseling the gieatcr part of the salary payable to the 
FaujdjL* of Hdgli. No evidence of leal weight was 
adduced in any instance; and yot tbo triumvirate 
reooidod tboir firm conviction that thcro was ’no 
species of peculation A^cm which the HonouiabU 
Oovamor*Qeneml has thought It reasonable to ab¬ 
stain.' They deliberately charged him with having 
by such moans alone amassed a foituno of foity lakhs 
of inpses in two years and a haJf. 

Thiios in that month of March did Hastinp break 
up a Couneil-nieotiag, rather than beu* the indignity 
of presiding at his own tiial. ’ The trumpet has been 
sounded/ he writes on the S5th« 'and the whole 
host of inforenoTB will soon crowd into Calcutta with 
their oomplaiuts and ready depositions. Nanda- lCum(ir 
holds his darb&r in complete state—sends for Z 4 mln> 
ddts and their vakils—coaxing and tbreatoning them 
for complaints, which no doubt ho will get in abun¬ 
dance, besides what he forges for himself.’ CJavcaing 
and his colleagues spent thcii* days in rummaging 
official papers, interviewing accuseis, examining wit¬ 
nesses. and jotting down the evidence thus elicited. 
The busineas of taking notes and formulating charges 
devolved upon Francis, whose skilful pen was busy 
weaving a rare web of lies, assumptions, and innuen¬ 
does, for the ruin of a Governor whose place he aheady 
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aapired to fill. ‘Waa it for thiB/ asked Haatiogs, 
• that the legislature of Gi'eat Britain formed tko new 
system of government for Bengal^ and armed it with 
powers oxtonding to every part of tho British Empire 
in India *V 

Evcai HantiDgs* resolute spirit quailed for a moment 
at tho prospeot which lay hofovc him. 'Vo Imvo MOon 
how at this timo ho wrote to Loitl N^irth prc^wiiig 
either for his immodiato recall, or fen* nomo edeav tokou 
of that Minister's oontinued BUpport. But the dtsupon- 
dont mood was not to la« long. WJiiJu ihanci*! wax 
exulting in tho near succcas of his flclmmcH for sup¬ 
planting hia only rival, and Nanda-Kumflr waa tasting 
the swcots of gr'atifiod wvongo, they little know what 
an under-curicnt of disaster was ore lung to suck tho 
lattor down fbr ever. In tho orisis of hU fortimos, the 
Qovocnor-Qeaeral turned for help to tlm Supremo 
Court. On the X Jth Api-il, 1775, a ohavgo of oonspiraoy 
was lodged in Court against tho Brdhman, tho elder 
Fowko, and ono or two of their abtitorB, Tlmy 
wore aeeusod of ootnpolling Kamil-ud-din, a rovenuo- 
faiteer, to bear false witness agalnHt tbo Ooveinor- 
Oaneral. After a long and careful enquiry, Fowke 
and Kanda-Kumdr wore bound over to take their trial, 
and Hastings to prosscuts them, at the next assizes. 
Clavering and his sdlios proved their respeet for the 
Judges end for their own dignity by paying Nanda- 
Kumir the unusual compliment of a formal visit at 
his own house. 
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But NeraesiB waa already dogging the Br£hman*B 
steps. On the 6th May, Nanda-lCumir was charged 
before Lemaistro, as the sitting roagietmtc of Calcutta, 
with obtaining a large sum of money from a dead 
nau's estate by moans of a forged bond The 
accuser was an attorney named Molian Prastid. 
Lomaistie and Hyde wont through tbo case together. 
Aftei* an enquiry which lasted all day, tUoy com- 
mitted the accused to jail for trial on a felonious 
charge. 

The blow which f^U so suddenly on the old arch* 
plotter* bad in fact been houglog ovci* him for more 
than a year past It has been clearly shown by Sir 
iTames Stephen that ever since March, 1774> Mohan 
Pi'esftd had heen trying to get hold of eortam docu¬ 
ments essential for the oponlng of his ocsc. Those 
documonte were thon lodged in tbo Mayor’s Court, to 
which he applied in vain for their snrronder. When 
the new Supreme Court woe set up in the room of tho 
older tribunal, Mohan Pias£d renewodbis applications 
with better sucoess, and about the end of April, i7;j, 
tho nsedfHiI documents passed into the hands of 
Nanda*iCum^*’8 old enemy, who lost no time in burn¬ 
ing thorn to ecoount ^ 

Duhng the month that elapsed between tho aiTcst 
and the trial of Nanda-Eum&i*, his pati'ons in the 
Council pursued their old tactics with relentless zeal. 
Bceauae tho Manni Begam disowned her letter to 
Nanda-Kum&r, they found a pretext for turning her 
’ 8U J. St«ph«a’e A^>Kena>‘M(2 
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out cf Her office &nd appointing TUj^ Ourdas in bcr 
stead Tlie poet of Ndib SfibaH was revived foi* tbe 
benefit of Muhammad Kasa Chin. In the teeth of 
HaatiDge’ protests they conferred hJuldts, or robes of 
bonoar, upon the Itdni of Bard^van and her infant 
son. In tbeir lettcin to tho Diroctoin they o?»proa»ud 
thuir belief in Kanda-Kumir s innoconco, hinhHl at 
Haadngs’ eomplioity in tlio matter* and acciiaod the 
judges of treating tho prisonor with necdloss ciucdty 
beforo hill tvial. TItey doinandod that ho should l>o 
enlarge^l on baU. They scolded Impey for qncatiomng 
the wiadem of their intei^fercnce on behalf of their 
imprisoned friend. Nanda-ICuisAi' bed oomplainod to 
the Counoil of the injury done by bis Impiisonmont 
to hit casto; and the Council had taken it upon 
themselTOs to enquire into the matter before ro- 
fetring it to tho Supreme Court. The Judg:ee refused 
to let him out on bail; but Impey sent hie own 
physician to see the prisoner* ftnd did bis best with 
the help of certain Pandits to i^movo all diflicultiee 
raised on the seers of caste. Meanwhile, Hastings 
wrote to Graham and Maoleano tho letter of May t8, in 
which he revoked his former Instructiona* and deolarod 
himself resolved to await the issue of his last appeal 
to the home Ooveinment. The fact that ' tho old 
gentleman woe is. jail* and in a fair way to be banged/ 
might well encourage him to stand his ground* pending 
a reply to tho scathing sentences in which he ospoeed 
the persistent malice of men who* after making him 
'the butt of unceasing persecution for these seven 
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months past,' had finally blackened his honest effoi’ta 
to justify himself. ‘ This is tb© very wantonnoss 
of oppression; it is like putting the man to th© 
raok, and exclaiming against him for str uggling 
with his toimentora j while rewards are hold out 
publicly to those who will ottbi* tiwmsolvos as iny 
aceusors 

On the 8th Juno, 1775, in the height of tlio hot 
season, Nanda-KumAr was aiiaigued bofoivj a Court 
of four judges, headed by Iinpoy, with a full Kiigliah 
jury, on ehuges oapltal aoeoi’diiig to hIngUsh law. 
Two English banisters defended the prisoner. 
Throughout the trial, which lasted eight long days, 
the judges woio their wigs, and rodx'od, it is said, 
throe or four times dally to change their linen. The 
trial lasted until 4 A.u. of the idtb, when a verdict of 
guilty was bought in. With the ontuc eoneuirenoe 
of his foliow'judgee, Impey sentenced the convicted 
foigor to death. 

It might have been expected that someoftlie 
powerful Mends would have mado a stiong ofibrtto 
save the life of a man whom they had lately held in 
such high esteem. Franels was ready at first to do 
something on his behalf, but Clavoring and Mouson 
fiatly refused to meddle in a business which had no 
bearing on their public duUes *. One of the jurymen 
signed the only petition for a respite which ever 
reached the Supreme Court. Francis himself took no 
Dotuee of the piteoue appeal for help which Nanda- 
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iCumir Addressed to on tUo lASt day of July^. 
A petition from the conTiot wm h&ndod to Clavorio^ 
on the 4th August^ but bo took caro to know nothing 
of its contonto until after the sentence bad been 
carried out. And whon tho petition came to bo laid 
before the Council, it was Francis wbo iii’Ht do 
manded that tlio paper should bo burnt by ilio com¬ 
mon hangman, oe oonbuning a niaiufcst Ubol on tlio 
judges* 

On tlio morning of the^th August, 1775, Nimda- 
Kumitr was baogocl on the Maidan outside CidouUa. 
Ho underwent his dootn with 0 <^uiot coumgu and 
dignity not uncommon at sucli moments among lus 
countrym(d). A detailed account of tho oxooution, 
written at the tixno by Hacrabie, tho ShoriA* of 
Calcutta, a brother-in-law and a faithful foliowoi* of 
Philip Francis, was afterwards to fuiiiish Burko and 
Elliot with a theme for much furious invective, and 
te become the groundwork for some iplen<lid poxsagoH 
in Macaulay's well-known essay. Buiko was novur 
weaiy of proclaiming that Hastings bad muidorod 
Nanda^Kumlr by the hands of Sir Elijah Impoy. 
Macaulay, with far less excuse for bis evil-spuaking, 
brands Impey with tbs foul fame of JoA^oys, and 
docIaroB that none but idiots and biographers can 
doubt that Hastings was real mover in the 
business,’ even while bo doubtswbetber Nanda- Kumir’s 
death can justly be isckoned among Hastings’ crimee, 
A recent writox, Mr. Beveridge, tries in vain to show 

^ U«ri 7 Bl«. ’ Impej. 
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th&t ibd Qoveraor'O^neral did coDspire with Impej 
to murder his endent foe 

It is tree tbet Hastings bad been driven into & 
corner* and it is certain that some men is. bis position 
would not have scrupled to save themselves ftom 
utter ruin by foul means. But if past character eounte 
for anything* ^7alTen Hastings was not tho man to 
screen fVom any show of complicity in ono 

crime by tho deliberate commission of another. Full 
weight at leaet is due to his solemn declaration^ zradu 
on oatb before the judges* that bo bad novel*, directly 
or mdivcetly* ccuntenaoeed or forwarded the pi*ojeou- 
tion for forgery sgainit Handa-Kum4r. Nobody in 
Calcutta, not even in Hastings’ Council, seems to 
have directly impugned the juatiee of the vordiet* or to 
have plainly hinted that tbe Govemor-Oeneral took 
any part in tho prosecution; for Francis' letter of 
August 7, to Admiral Hughes *, deals only in cunning 
innuendoes which tho i*oado4* may intorprot as he 
will. 

Biographers may sometimes bo foolish; but so are 
Icrities who jump to roah conoluslcns Ibom promisee 
I howovov specious. Because Nanda'Kumitr's death 
may have removed a viper out of Hsatiugu* path, 
post hoc need not therefore bo tiaRslatod jpre^er hoc. 
There is no valid evidence to support this view. 
Sir James Stephen* who is neither an idiot ooi' a 
blograpber, but a high judicial authority on the law of 
evidence and the criminal law, has gone more deeply, 

’ B«v«ridaa*s Trial ^ yatiintja Nojtda-Xunir. * Merivftla. 
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carefnlly, uid imjATlUlly, thaa any other writer, peet 
or present) into el) the doeomeute )>e«rij3g on the 
trie! of Nend*-Kum£r, end hes recoided judgment in 
fSTOur alike of Impej end iiko Ooveraor^cnoral. 
Tbo iUj4, ho tiiinke, vm fairly tried and justly 
condezDood froto tho jodgisi* point of viow, while 
Impoy in particular treated him on tho whole witli 
markud leniun^. Am lor HaeiljigH' aluim in tliu 
bueino«H ^ir J. Stephen tiiule tliat it ainountud to 
DODO at all. There ia no evidonou whatever to tOiow 
that be had any hand in tho pnwooution, or that ho 
did anything to eoaure the prisoner’s fate ^ 

Wc bare sueo how Clavoring an<] his coUoagiios 
became in fact consenting partiea to what KlUot. 
twelve years aAeiwards under Jhmoois' piompring, 
called the judicial uurderof Nanda^Kuindr. Whua 
Fraaeis was twitted in the House of Commons 
with bis own share in the alleged criroo, bo replied 
with ebaraoteristio impudence that ho ba<l acted 
mainly throngh his fcan for Clavoriog’s Hafety, seeing 
' that tho judges bad gone all lengths, tlmt they had 
dipped their hands in blood for a poUrieal purpose, 
and that they might again prooeod on the same 
principle,’ backed as they were by the whole force 
of popuiu feeling in <^oUa‘ It is etrange to 
think that Franos’ able Inognpher ahonld have 
believed in the good faith of a defriioe so glaringly 
absurd ^ 

• StepbcD*! MBMMiBr oiS 

* Stephaa. * MwiTEia. 



CiiOC^J^I>L£SS CHAROZS 


121 


The attempt of Mr. Beveridgo to prove Hastings* 
complicity with fcho alleged murderers of J^anda-Kumir 
has failed to weaken the eouclusions drawn by Six J. 
Stephen. Hastings* friend, Alexander Elliot, aeeros 
to liave been the iittest man available ax intmprotcr 
during the trial. The Governor-Qonoral's tUlegod in¬ 
terviews with Mohan Br/udd rest only on tho tainted 
evidoseo of Nanda-Kumir himself. It is only an as> 
sumpUon that Hastings instigated his ecciutAry. Bolli. 
to ^natrato Farrei’*s efforts at obtaining a ropiievo for 
bis client And there is still less giound for asserting 
that Hastings has himself expressly lufmiod to tho 
support wLioh lupoy gave him by hangiug Kanda- 
Kumdv. In a letter written some yoai'S afterwards, 
the Governor-General spoke of Impoy as a man ‘to 
whose support he was at ono time indebted for the 
safety of hie fortune, honour, and roputation/ Those 
words ovidoctiy lefei', as Sir Stephen bolds, to the 
issue of 01averiiig*B sti'uggle with Hastings for the 
Govemor-Ocnoralship; but even if they I’cferred to 
the previous trial of Kanda-iCum&i*, it would bo wholly 
unfur to take them os a virtual confession of Hastings* 
success in Using Impey as his tool They tend rather 
to pi'ove his injiooeuce of any plot for tho de¬ 

struction ; for hs would never have cai'cd to spoak 
eo publicly of a trskoeaction in which both men had 
borne so miminal a part^ Mr. Beveridge, in short, 
has utterly failed to prove, either that Hastings was 
I Sm as ariiols of mj own wUoh appoortid is tha for 
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the real prosecutor, oi* tlmt Impcy acted lu collusion 
with bis ^ iced. 

Tbo banging; of Nfinda>Suin6v }>rought HaatiDgs a 
welcome relief from some part of bis former biu’dcn. 
* Tbo Govomor ia well asaured *—HueorH Pitinds ia 
his Minute ofSoploniber—‘that no nmii wlio 
hiK owii safety will Kteiid forwoi’d nx Ills iictHiKor.' 
The moiitlia of ineix^nary iiiformurH wiuit olosod 
tbouooforwaid by the blow wluoli Imd ateiick <1owii 
tim Mclj‘inlbi'ini*r liiniHolf. Cliocrud by tliu HU))poit 
of hU own countrymen aikI tho good-will of all tbo 
leading oativw in Calcutta, tbo hai'osHotl Oovemor 
could take bi^oath for I’onowing tlio ati’ugglo with 
bia factious colloo^oa. On tbo 7 t]i August, he found 
timo to write Dr. Jobnecs a friendly Icttei* of thanks 
for tbo book bo bod sent him tlirougli Mr. Justieo 
Chambers of tho Supremo Court. Ho toll a tbo groat 
English scholar of his own otforts to promote roaoarch 
into tbo history, traditions, arte, and nntural products 
of India; of bia sucecsu in compiling ' an absU^act of 
the Gentoo law;' and boga Johnson to accept a 
copy of Boglo's Tibet journal, which he will find not un- 
worthy of perusab however wanting in the spirit of 
the Doctors own 'Journey to the Western Islaads 
of Scotland.’ 

To Lord Honsfisld, in the following January, be 
sends a complete copy of *Halbed’s Code,’ with a 
plan of his own, approved by bis friend Impey, for 
defining and regulatini' the respective poweis of the 
* Qlelg. 
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Council ftnd the Supreme Court In apito of the 
yague of the R^ulftting Act, bis own rele^ 

tioDS with the judges bed tbos far worked easily. He 
takes pleasure in avowing tbnt on all o eea s ion s it has 
been Impe^’a aim in paitieulikri and generally that of 
the other three judgea, ‘to support the authority of 
Oovemmont, and temper tho law of England with the 
laws, loligioue customs, and manners of the na^vos*/ 
UeanwhiJs ensmios in the Cooncil had eoon 
returned to the game of iaidng a President who sUU 
refused to throw up his poet at their bidding. They 
restored to the NswAb of Bengal the oxoeutire and 
judidal powers which Usstinge bad made over to his 
own oncers. They sufTerad Oedb to fall into hopeless 
anarchy rather than relax their demands for money 
due from the Wazir. Even the boadrod rupees which 
Hastings gave in charity to an sgent of Ktsim All, 
whose petition be laid before the Council in September, 
1775» beotme the pretext for fnsh aiteoks upon the 
Froeident's obaracter. From ‘this small sample* 
Hastings invited the Directors to judge of ‘ the dis¬ 
tracted state of your affairs, and the temper and 
objects of the members who rote your present ad> 
miniabraUon/ Well might bo complain that the 
merest trifles serred to Impede the course of business 
and swell the Minutoe of the public proceedings. But 
no provocs^ons, great or small, should tempt him to 
retire and leave his assmlants uncontrolled masters of 
the OovenunenC. *^ompted equally by duty and 
I GUfr 
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gr&titudo, I bavu rctfolved to boar my part 

in ibis dutractod iicuue, aj\d if 1 live I huo tho 
end of it 

For tho presents however, he hml to keep bis seul 
in patience ns best Iio could. HIh opponents cou- 
tiniied to worry aJul tliwart him at ovory They 
accuBotl him of oviTtiixijiy tlm ^initicWrH niul oj>. 
pKBxijjjj the rJlyaU under the rrvouuo of 

177 a, while they opj'osud hiR Uwt ofIbrtH tt> nonuily 
tlw evils of whieli tlu'y compluiticih 'nmy irfuKul to 
aid him ij; j>n>toctinfcf imtivcM of rank iVtnij impiisen- 
ment for debt hy oi'^Ier of tlio Supioine (*'ouii, The 
vwy loyalty which led liim, HomotinieH against iiU 
bettor judgjQoiit, to work with tho tiiumvimte rather 
tli&ii agftbst them, failed to win for him a like een- 
cosalon in return. 

If Haatinga prepoBod one coumo of action, they 
wore sure to follow another. In Soptomher, 1774, tho 
Bombay aovornment had fonned an allianoo with 
Rogunith IWo, coiomenly called Raghuba, a MarAthi 
loader of old repute, undo to tlic PoshwA, NArrtyaa 
Rdo, on whoso death, in 1773, Raghula got liiraHelf 
InataUod at Poona as hla successor. But a rival party, 
headed by tho ablo Nina Farnavis, ox\> long set up 
against him tho posthumous son ef the lato PeshwA, 
under the title of Madhu RAo IL The MarAthA 
leaders took different sides in the struggle that fol¬ 
lowed. Defeated in the field, Raghuba turned for help 
to the English at Bombay. The Court of Directors 
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long been hankering after the isl&iui of Salectto 
and the flourishing port of Bassoin. In hopes of 
gratifying their •wish, as well as fnistrating the {iesigns 
of the Portugu<ae, the Bombay Qoveniincnfe agreed to 
help Bttglmba with a body of troops in return for liia 
oession of those two places and sovoral more. 

But they had reckoned without the (lo'vcmmonl of 
Bengal and llio powers eomniitled to it hy tho Be- 
gularing Act Haatinga joined with hia eollongiioa in 
condemning the Twaty of Surat and in oounlor. 
manding tho preparations for war. But lator 7ncs> 
sages from Bomhay induced him to modify hie fonner 
opinion. It was too late, he urged> to withdraw with 
eafety and honour from an enteipriae already on foot. 
Bai'well supported his ddefs demand \ but the tidum* 
Tu*ate were still inexorable. In spite of tho succese 
already achieved by our troops and sailors, they 
deolared the treaty annulled, ordered the return of 
Keating'e column to Bomhayi and sent Colonel Upton 
to negotiate a pcaco at Poona on thoir own behalf. 
Some weeks later indeed, when a peaceful settlement 
scorned hopeless, the Bombay Oovornmont woro loft 
free to take their own coui'so. But before the now 
ordore flom Calcutta could roach Bombay, the Treaty 
of Purandhar had already been signed on tho let 
March, 2 77^. Under this treaty the English were to 
give up Salsetto, which they had already captured, aa 
well as other conquests, in exchange for a district near 
Broach \ and twelve lakhs of iiipees were promised 
them, ‘ as a favour/ towards the expenses of the war. 
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Their agrcomont with Raghuba wiw fonn&Uy annulled 
in return for tiie penaion aucared to their l&to ally^. 

The interests of tbo Company, and tlic goofl f^th of 
tbo Bombay Government^ wore thu# alike aacrificod to 
tbo Tooklcas fonnalism of a dominant faction in the 
Supremo Council, llantingw' opponents Imcl tlio iqjmt 
indoud to join with biiu in rofUMing on any tcniua to 
givo up Salnotto. But wlien tlio l)ii‘i>ctorH aniiuunood 
tboip approval of tho treaty witli lU^»lnil>a, luid con¬ 
dom nod tiio policy wbicl* iKHUiKl in tlio Trejity of 
Puraiulliur, Kiuncia and (.‘likvrving tljvow all Uio 
hlamo of failure on tho Oovornor-Genoral bitnaolf. 

Tbo treaty in quoKtion waa little Ixittor than a 
hollow truco. yoltlior at Poona nor at Bombay woe 
it oarofully obaoiwod, Baghuba appealed againat it in 
a letter to tiio King of Kngland. Troops wero sent 
from Bombay to garrison Surat, and tbo Bombay 
Council invited Baghuba to their own capital as their 
poDsionod guest. Salsetto remained in our bands, 
and tbe I’oona Oovomment withhold payment of tho 
donation promised under tho titaty. In March, 1777, 
a French advonturor arrived at Poona os envoy from 
the King of Fi'anco, who was on tbo point of declaring 
war against England, N&naFarziA vis, who had heoomo 
the foremoat man at Poona and was strong-sot against 
tbo now treaty, roceivod the Chovalier do St. Lnhia 
with open arms. Tho Bombay Oovommont took just 
alarm at the prospect of a close alliance between tbo 
Maritbda and the French, The Court of Directors 
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op«nly deplored the Treaty of PurAndhar, and their 
Governor-General wae qnietly waitbg for the right 
moment to set it formally aside 

Mean while, affairs In Madras also had been running 
a stiuDgoly tortuous and turbid course. In 1773 the 
Nawdb of the Kamatlo, Muhammad AH, persnaded tho 
Madras Council, then ruled by Governor Wyneh, to 
join him on various pretexts in attaching and de¬ 
spoiling the tiibutary BAjii of Tar^jorc. For this act 
of disobedionoe to recent ordore frem homo, tho Du*co- 
tors Bummu’iJy oxpsUed ‘'^ynch from their service, 
and despatched thob old servant LordPigot to taho 
his place. The now Governor prooeeded faithfully to 
carry out bis masters' commands. The iinpiisoned 
im(i was restored to his throne in Ajuil, 1775. But 
Lord Pigot'e sffbrti to deal justly and to reform some 
crying abuses raised against him a host of enemies, at 
head of whom wss Paul Sonfiold, tho fortunate 
holder of largo asiignmonts on tho Tarjoi’o revenues 
in return for moneys lent at enormous interost to the 
hlawib himself. Benfield's claims were at ^t n^octod 
as fraudulent by tho Madras CounolL But Bcnf^cld and 
other oruditois of the Naw&b put such presauro upon 
tho Counul that tho adverse voto was piusontly re¬ 
scinded by a minority of sovon to five. Lord Pigot 
damaged a good case by suspending two of tho Coun- 
eiUora and placing his Oomtnander in-Chiof under 
arrest. Violenco begat violence. The Oovei’nor him¬ 
self was seized and thrown into prison by order of his 
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own Cotmci], tnd (he mejerity appointed one of their 
number to act in bis stood. Lonl Pigota appeal to 
OalcutU met with no support, oTcn from Hastmga, 
who held with his colleaguw that the Oovomor had 
oxcoededbw lawful p<)weJH. The Court of Direetoraeon- 
yane<l a general meeting, at wbidi llio ecmtluct of Lord 
Pigot K adveraarica was Ktrongly eoTi<h*inintl, Ordont 
wore seufcjait for hw ireine<1iat4' rr*l«iuif>; wvon of biH 
(/ounoil were diMRiMHod Lhu aervleo; fuid Uie oflicow 
who arK'**U‘<l Intu wore to bo tried by comt-maTUal. 
But hofeire tluxu ordera readied Miulram lj)nl Pjgot'B 
long oonlinoment bad oiulod in LLi deatli on ] xtli May, 
mi- 

The (leatli of Monaon in Septein)>cr, 1776, gave 
Haa^nga a few monthe* respite from the iiwulto and 
perwcutioDB which wounded him none tho lots dooply 
for the proud and patient courage anth which ho 
confronted thorn. Francis and Clavering might atill 
talk and write against him j but, for some monthn at 
any rate, he could make use of hie easting.vote. His 
hands were thus streogtbenod at a timely moment for 
the work of revising the land settloments of x 77 a, In 
order to ooUoct foU materials for the now aotUoment he 
appointed a special conumasion of enquiry, headed by 
Anderson and Bogle, two of the ablest eivU officers in 
Bengal. A few weeks later, Middleton resumed his 
old post of Resident at Lucknow in the room of 
Francis' favourite, Bristow. Ihe younger Fowke was 
speedUy recalled from Benares. AH these measures 
were as gaU and wormwood to Clavering uid Francis, 
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who hliuiered, t&Iked aboi^t jobe, wrote shaip Minutes, 
and spread falao storiea, hut in vain. Hastings knew 
hU strength, and calmly defied them fiom the buh 
wark of hla caating-voto. As Francis spitefully put it 
to a friend in England, he ‘ is actually in posseeaion 
of full power, and diives furioualy-' 
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CHAPTER VIII 

RoifT 01’ PuiUr FflANOW 
1776-1778 

J^URiKn tikis period tlio nowK that kjooIioiI iraHlingi* 
from EiiglaiiU would havo driven hiin to tlio vorgo of 
doaptir^ if ho had boon tike ' timid, donperato, diatraotod 
being' that Franm painted lum ^ On mwky of tho 
pointa at isauo botwooo him and Iiia oolluaguoa, the 
Court of Dlwetort had justified tho latter, and reaorvod 
their conaurea for himaolf They hod begun to aide 
with tho pervorso majority agalnat tlio boat and faith- 
fullest of their own Heiwants, Whilo Ha«tlnga was 
atill looking to Lord Xorth for* more jua^eo, if nothing 
more, that Uimstor woa exerting all hia influosco with 
the Direotora, in order to bring about the roooll of 
Hastinga and the appointment of Clavoring in hia 
stead. Macleane'e lettera to his patron reveal the 
progroia of a plot whioh, but for HMlinga’ finanese 
and the loyalty of friends ootaldo the Directorate, 
would have been crowned with full success. Lord 
North’s first attempt to aocure a hostile vote from 
the India House came to nothing; bnt in May, 1776, 
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be BQcceeded in gaioing a majority of one. Xn the 
Conrt of ProprictOTB, however, the Oovernoi'-Oeneral 
had a laige number of stanch aBiee. They flocked to 
the general meeting bold OQ the 15th May, and after 
a long debate carried a vote of support bo HastJogs 
by a large ms^orlty. A few weeks lator the Dimctors 
recanted their fbmei* decision by a majority of two \ 

The portion at this time wa« highly dramasc. 
Hastings vowed that nothing but his king's com* 
mands should indneo him to throw np his oiBoe. 
Claveidng and Ihtmcia wore busily intriguing, each 
against the other, for their Freaidoot's plaoe; eaoh 
thi^atouing to retire if be could net get it. At home 
Lord North was working to secure for Clavoring the 
post which Fi’ancis alroady made sure of winning for 
him self. The Court of Dii^ootors wero in mortal fooi* 
that Lord North would fulfil his threat of calling on 
Parliament to abolish the Compimy'B political power. 
Alarmed at the unooiiain attitude of the India House, 
and at Lord North's undoubted oagemoss to gratify 
Clavaring'e powerful fiiends, Maelcane and other of 
Hastings* well-wishers set themselves to bring about 
a compromise which wonld enable Hastings to rotim 
with all honour from s struggle which ho could not 
hope much longer to maintain. 

By the end of Ootober, 1776, Macleane fancied that 
ho and the Minister had settled everything in supposed 
accordance with Hasrings' own deshes. But when 
Clavering a few days after was gazetted a Knight of 
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tho and no special bononr vas oocfciTcd upon 

Heatings, this looked to Hcclcftne like abreacli of treaty 
on Loid Noa*tib’s part, and be counselled Haetioga not 
to i«aign Tvitbeut clear assurance of a baronetcy or an 
Irish peerage. And yet, only a fev weeks lator, Mac- 
leano bad laid bis patron's resignation ]>ofo2\) the 
Court of Diinctore, on tho strength ef cei-taun in^ 
etiue^oiie which Hastings bad very soon aftox’wanls 
witlulrawn, and which all his letters during the past 
twelvemonth had implicitly disavowed. However 
honestly Machine himself bod acted in tins matter, 
the DIreeters must have been fully awuo ef Hastings’ 
solution to leave bis post only at the command of 
those who had placed him there. But now they 
hastened, after brief enquiry, to accept an offer whicl^ 
would save them from the appearsneo of a direct 
suii^dor to Lord Korbh's dictation ^ 

In tboir osgernoes to throw over tbelr best servant, 
they assumed that Eastings would eenfim lus agent's 
act, an assumption os ill founded as Hastings’ 
belief in Lord North's friendliness, or as Uaeloane's 
convierion that his employer would gladly accept 
of any ccmpromisc whieh oflsred him a safe retreat 
from a position no longer tenable. And underneath 
the assumption lay the wish to bo rid of a Go vomer, 
whom many of tbe Directors had come to regard as 
a secret enemy to their intoreots, because he oisod at 
bringing the country powers into closer relations with 
the British Crown. 
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Meanwhile the Governor-Genoral buBiocl himself 
with the work that lay befoM him all bianohes 
of public business. His plans fw developing the 
Cempany’s rule end mfluenoe by asserting their right 
to govern In the nante of the British nation alone, 
and by encouraging native mlcrs to actt*pt as their 
overlord the king of Groat Brit<UR, proved at lonat 
the oloamess of his mental vision, and the piactical 
spirit of a policy which aimed at making tlm best of 
a^mplishod facts, and clearing off the shadows tliat 
concealed their tr*ue significance. But the virulence of 
his enemies led the Direotors to misiako the counsels 
of a true friend for the oiafty uttorancca of a solf-eon* 
vietod traitor. 

On the question of revising the land-sottlomenta, aa 
on almost ovary other, Fianois and Hastings took Cp* 
pcsitc sides. Tbs former, inspired by one school of 
Indian offioei's, would have forcstallod by many yoavH 
the Regulation of 1793, under which Lord Coruwalli»< 
settled the land-revonues of Bengal for over at fixed 
rates with the Zaminddrs. Hastings, on the othei* 
hand, sought to devebpe the pnnclplea of bis former 
settlement, by means of a careful enquiry into land* 
tenures, title-deeds, orop*valuos, cossca, and all tho 
confilctisg claims of Zaminddre and Kayats. He pro¬ 
posed, with Baiwell’s sanction, to sweep away all 
taxes levied on the Eayats since 1753, to form out 
the bulk of the lands in Bengal on leases for one or 
two lives to the highest bidders, with a preference for 
Zamindaia, and to fix the charge for land-revenue at 
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a fair and modoiato rate, guidod by the average yield 
of the paat three yesa?. The Special Commisuon 
under Anderson and Bogle set to work ^ but its form- 
tttion was denounced by Hastings' opponents as a 
dngiant job, and bis honest efforts to re-assoss tlio 
land-revunue on a solid basis of ascortainod facta and 
common justice to all classes woic dorldud by tho 
Court of Dirootors, who ancuringly cxpivi#c'd tlioir 
smpiwo tliat any fuiihcr oni|uiry should havo been 
found needful ^afto:* soven ycoiif’ insuaivelios in tho 
samo flold.' Thoy ovon wont so fav a>i to ociiauro 
Hastings aud Baiwoll for taking advantage of Mon- 
son^a death to outvote tbo other two. In a previous 
ilespatch Hastings' plan of long leosos was aot aside* 
and bo was bidden to make his sottlemonts yeuly on 
the most advantageous torms*. Beaten in Ocunci), 
Fiancis bad appealed to tbo India House, and his 
poisoned arrows found their mark. 

Early in 3777, while nows of a yet more seiioua 
s puqjort was on its way out to Calcutta, Hastings sent 
homo to his fliond Alexander Elliot a oaioful state- 
ment of his plan for ‘extending tho influonco of tho 
British nation to every part of India, not too remote 
from their possessions, without enlaiging tho mrolo of 
their defence, or involving them in hasordous or in¬ 
definite engagements,’ To this end he would 'accept 
of the allegiance of such of our neighbours as sball 
sue to be enlisted among the friends and allies of tho 
king of Great Britain.’ Shuj 4 -ud-dauli, for instance, 
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• would bare thought it an honour to be eallod the 
Viaer of the king of England, and offarod at one 
time to coin siccaa in bis Majeftt/s name.' On this 
footing he proposed to renew bis old i^elatioas with 
the present ruler of Oudh, and to form a defensive 
league with the of Berir. Eveiy prineo who 
sought our alliance on such terms might bo aided by 
a contingent of British troops or Sopoys, in return for 
a anfacient yearly subsidy. By such moans Hastings 
hoped to ensure the woll-hoing of Britwh India, and 
to counteract the designs of the Poona Govornmoat, 
whose intiiguca with the l^'onoh and the Niaiim boded 
no small danger to the Company’s rule. Hero wc have 
the first draught of that subsidiary system, which some 
of Hsstings' sueoessois carried out to issues far wider 
and more aggrssshs than he bitDBclf bad either sug- 
gested or desi\'ed'. 

Before such a sohsmo ooukl bo put into praotioo, H 
was olsarly needful that tbc Governor-General should 
be frood from the trammels which still surrounded 
him. ' An aetive and permanent form of government 
heie, and a fixed ohannei of corrsspondoneo at home/ 
seemed to Hastings the main conditions of succese. 
Per the present, howover, ho could only broach tbo 
ButQcet to a few particular hiond9> and await the issue 
of his efforts to obtain a fau* bearing from the powers 
at home. 

The crisis of hie long struggle was soon to come. 
On tie 39th June, 1777, the fateful despatohee from 
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wero opened and road in the Council Chamber, 
HaatiogB learned what his private lottery Ixad already 
told him, that the offer of his resignation had been ac* 
oeptod, that Sir John CJavoring was empowered to 
succeed him os GoTemoi'-Gonerel, and that WheJoi' 
hod boon appointed to tho vaeaot eoftt in (foiirwil. 
Little os bo redisbod tJiu rcnnlt of his agents' blumlw- 
ing, liaatijigs wes not prppwal to dinavow tljcir not. 

' I hold myself bound by it/ ho wrote to Lord NcitJi, 
•and WM reselvod to ratify it.^ Hut (;iavoring's rash 
violence dofoatod its own object Instead of Allowing 
tho Oovomor-OoDGi'd to choose his own time for lo- 
signing his post, ho eutamonod a Council next morning 
in his own name, took tho oaths as Governoi'-Oonoral, 
called on Hastings to yield up tho keys of tho Foit 
and Treasuriss, and oommandod the tioops in Fort 
William and tho neighbouring stations to obey no 
oidors except bis o>vn. Francis of courao abottod his 
colleague and tool in th«o acts of lawless usurpation, 
although a fow days later, when defeat was corUin, 
ho asked for 'the honour and happiness of asfluming 
the ohaiacter of mediator.* 

Two days before the despatchos wero opened, 
Hastings had notified his intention to resign. But 
now he made up his mind to stand his ground, rather 
than surrender to Uwless violence the powore he 
would else have laid down in a regular way. Both 
lu the amy and the civil aerviee he conld still count 
upon many devoted friends. By virtu© of bis office 
the Govemor-General could also act os Commander- 
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jn-CMef. Hib oouiiterHjixiers to Uw troops wcie 
eheeifully obeyed. CoJonel Morgan closed tUe gates 
of Fort William against General Claveiing, end a like 
answer came fiom Barraokpur and Baj-Bty. An 
appeal from Hastings and Baiwdl to tUo Supromo 
Court resulted in a crowning victory for the Govcrnor- 
Oonoral. All foui'judges ruled ‘ oloaily, unanimously, 
and dowdodly,* that Clavoring bud no I'igbt to asaumu 
an office from wliicb Mr. Hastings, ovou according to 
the terms of Maoloano'e letter, ha<l not yot 3'Qtifud. 
* It was quite evident/ they said, that HusUngs ‘was 
not dead, that ho was not removed, and that bo had 
not resigned.* 

Hostings and Baiwell woie for going yot further. 
They deolaied that Clavoi'lng bad by his own act 
vaoated his seat In Council, as well as tho post of 
CoQinander-ln-Ohlef. But tho judges found that 
Hastings had no legal power to doclors such vacancy ; 
end they advised a reforenou of that and othm* <]uos> 
tions to tho home Govoroment. Tho Govoingr-OoDcial 
bowed to their decision, and a formal vote in Council 
on the o^th J'une olosod a quarrel which hadnoarly 
lipcnod Into a civil war^ From hie lutters of this 
date to Lord North and the India House, it is easy 
to undmetand the motives which led Hastings, in spito 
of his warm 1‘egard for Hocleano, to assert his outragc<l 
dignity at all costs, and to declare hiznself bound by 
every tie of duty to retain his post until he could 
honourably quit it. He haa no hope indeed of re* 
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taining it much longer. But ho enlmts the Ministei* 
not to lot him be ‘dragged from it like & felon, afW 
the labour of twentyneeveu yoore dedicated to the ser¬ 
vice of the Company and the aggiundkemuiit of the 
Britiah dominion 

On the Sth August, 1777, Haatinge juanied Mw. 
lmbo(f under her maiden naino. Iinhoff houuis to 
have loft Calcutta a fow yoaiu hoforo, Imt tl;u divorce 
suit droggofl on so slowly, that tJic awaid hoA. not 
ivachod OaleuttA until this year. Tho soeond Urs. 
Hastings was tJicn about thirty, and her now JiUKband 
forty-ftvo. Bvon Francis, who Imd dways diHCroditcd 
the fact of hor former marriago, woa oro long to admit 
that ehe 'bohavea with por/oot propriety in her new 
station, and desovvoe every mark of respoet *-* 

On tho J^tli of that month, Sir John Clavering 
died of dysentery. His health had been failing 
visibly for more than a year post. If it be true that 
he had lately figured among tire wedding gucats, 
tiro faot beua witness rather to Haatings’ placable 
tempor, than to any thought of triumphing ovor a 
vanquished rival. Whatever causes may have 
concun'edto weaken CJavering’s bodily powers, thoro 
is no sort of warrant for connecting his laat illnoas 
with any incidents of the wedding. Ho \vaa taken 
ill on his way home from a visit to Sir Elijah Impoy, 
and died within the next fortnight. The old man s 
death, however, as Hastings wrote to a friend in 
November, 'has produced a state of quiet in our 
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couc^fl, which I ahaU cndoayour to lu'csono during 
fcha rcmairuler of tho time which may be allotted to 
me/ IVaaoifl of couwo pursued the crookwl lonoar of 
hia old ways* surpiiaing HiwtingBly tUo ‘ levity ’ witlj 
which bo made and revoked hU proiiiiHos of «iipiwrt 
to thU «• that inoasnro piopoaod in Coiineil- Hut for 
tho prcBont bo always fouiul hiinaulf in a tninordy 
of ono 

WhclcT'a anival in Docombci* bnmght VvnneiH an 
ally whom Ilaatingx vahily tried to eonciliatn. Hut 
Barwcll'a stoUMt kyiUty oiiMuivd to UtiKtinRH tb<’ 
full benefit of his ofwting vote. ‘Tim two junior 
momhen may tetse, hut they ojxnnot imi>iHbj biialnuiw/ 
wrote tho GoYornon'CloJ'wal to lAuioncu SiiUvnu; 
and be took all fair advantage of bis bard-won 
aeeeadency. Andorson’»Commiaiion pursued its task 
without fhrtUev bindranoo. Muhammad llfwa wan 
piCBontly turned out of tho office wbidi Clovoviiig bad 
revived for hia bob oof; and tlioNawfthof Hcngal*now 
twenty years old, wae roliovod of tho ooKtlyguordiarw 
flbip which ho no longer required, By an ari'anguinont 
made with tho Nawiib of Oiidh, his regular foivn 
of Sopoya, commandod by BritLdi oftieem, was tvanM- 
ferred to tho Company’s sorvico, while tho eoat of ita 
maintcnanco was aocurod by a special charge upon tho 
land-rcvonuoe of Oudh. In this measure, which 
Hastings viewed mainly os the aincudmoiit of iv 
faulty system, Sir Alfred Lyall notes ‘tho fonnal 
beginning of that rcmarkablo curd extensive oigauisa- 
‘ Irnpey, <31oi^ 
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tion of 8uljsIdi&Q(l forces nud coatiDgents, which has 
played a ciuioua part jd our Lidiaii was and 
treaties 

Tho removal of JIulammad IWa from ]m post of 
poww at MiirwhicUliAd v&s tho nccumiy sequel to bis 
xc'joQtioii of Hflfl tijigx’ fiiendly ovi rturcs on U^lialf of 
tlio young Nuwdb. The Govomor-a.^noral I? now that 
JfrandH ww tiying to do hiui all tlio nxiscliief bo 
coubl with nativoH of i*unk and iniluojioo in licjigid, 
Mid lie lookoil upon tlio Nftib-Ndxiin lu* tho most 
poworfiil of hhuioifl' ogonts. Mulmitim/Ml Ibwa hod 
sliown his enmity to Jlimting# by itycctlng a ooin- 
proiniw whiob would still baro loft him at the hoad of 
tho Nawiib's affairs. Nothisg thorofoi^o romainud, M - id 
Hastings, but 'to disarm both by tho samo act; by 
investing tho Nabob hinsolf with tho monagcmcat of 
his aflaii's, and divoating hfahornud lUsa Cawn of tlio 
Noabut«; 

It was fortunate perhaps for Hoatingu tJiat tlio 
homo Govororaoiifc wore too pi'c'ocoupicd with inoro 
urgent matters to press their griovanoos against a 
Govomor who doolinod to play into tboir hands. 
England was engaged in a doubtful wav with her 
Ammeon ooloniss, and Franco in 1778 took up arms 
in their defonco. The Court of Diroctors aoroly 
resented Hastings * refusal to surrender office, and 
continued to find fault with roost of his projects for 
the public good. But his influenoe with the Court of 
Proprietors could not be safely ignored; nor was it 

' OUlg; Sip A. Warrgn » Qj*f 
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doomed pradont to ass&y the liasardous proccM of 
chtuigiu^ in mid-sftrc/kiii. So tlio Govomor- 

Gona'al waa loft freo for a time to fight th© Company’s 
h&ttUs in hia own way. 

Eaily m 177K bo empoworod tho GovGrumoat 
of Ibinbny to foiia a now nJlioncc with lioghnba and 
Sakbw dni liftpu of tlio Poona Regency against 
Famavis and t!io bVoncU. A colutnn of Hengal 
tinnpH vndoe Coloind Loj^lio began iU mar oh A'oni 
lOUpi in May, towiu^ls tliu NarlaiM, Two months 
later Aluxondur K]lb>t, wlio had not long rotuvoed 
from hhtgUiid, luft OAlculCa for Nagpur to nogoUato a 
auheidiaiy allianoo with Mndaji BlionNla, the Marfttlid 
ruler of Boi'ii*. ^RUlot vt gono. A moat critical 
ecrvico,’ wvoto Ploatinga to Impoy on tUo 2Cth July, 
*hut likely to prove tlm era of a new ay stem in tbo 
British Empii^o in India, if it auocceds.' Hastings 
hopod to socui'c tbo Bird's friendship by faTOuring 
hie claim, as a descendant of Sivdoi, to tho titular 
headship of the Llardthd nation, in the room of Rdm 
E^d, lately dead. Before BlUot started on bis 
mission, Mudaji had already promised a free passage 
for Leslie's foioe through Borfir. 

Meanwhile Hastings bad spared no effort in aid of 
tbo projootod movement from Bombay. Ho had sent 
Governor Hornby ten lakba of mp^OGSi with a promise 
of more to follow, had agreed to help him in every 
way, and hod urged the Madras Council to spare some 
of their own troops for the same purpose. But 
he found it no easy matter* to screw Hornby’s courage 
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to the sticking'ploco. The non^ftirlTal of succoui's 
fi'om Madiiia and the oppoxiUon of Itvo mem Lots 
m bifl own Council caused the Qovomor of Bombay 
to bang back at a critical moinont from tho onterpristi 
which ho had been tho fint to advocate. In hlo 
piivato letters to Iinpcy, HoHtingK ftNeely cxproHKod 
hio annoyance at tlio check tbuM suddenly otlurod 
to his own movumcntii and doNigna ‘ 1 h tJiU in- 
grttitinlo, cnvy» Ktupidily, or iiUHilhuiliinty/ ho 
aakfl, *or nil togothoi*?' For tlio inninent ho wan 
pwadctl what to <lo, boyond wiiting Hornby a long 
letter of cu’Qcst tixpcwtulation. Of ultimato DuecoM 
in Hd groat rui ontcrpivo ho atill fult morally oortain, 
if tho people of Bombay ooasod to countomet him. 
But for tho prosont ho would pauiio» lo ho tolU Impoy, 
'till other lights break in upon mo, eithor from 
Bombay, or perhaps from England b’ 

Early in July ho loaraod by way of Cairo that wai* 
with Franco had already begun. A month oorliar 
the nows of Burgoyne's suiTondcr at Saratoga bad 
reached Calcutta; and Francis made uso of that 
disastar to our arms u a ploa for K^calling Leslie's 
column, ‘ lost it should undergo tho same fato.' But 
Hwtinge was not so oasily frightened into abandoning 
an onterpriao which ho had not lightly takon In 
hand. 

fiis measoreo for meeting the now danger wore 
boldly oonceived and swiftly taken. The Madias 
Government were told to set about the capture of 
* Olaig. lEDj>fl7 MSS, in BriUsh HoMun, 
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i’ondicbeny forthmtb, and empK>wered to mako an 
allianco with Haidar All. Cb andarna^v was promptly 
occupied by our troops. Nino battalions wero added 
to the Bengal aiTny, and the militia wei^e embodied 
for gsnison duty. A marine service was organised 
for tbo proteedon of the river, and two of tbo 
Company's best shipsi turned into forty'gun frigaioK. 
wore sent off to reinforce Sir Edward Vomoxi'K 
sqaadron in tlio Bay of Bosgal. Ordei« wore issued 
for strengthening the defences of Bsj-Baj, and tlio 
Bj^i of Benares was ealled upon to fui’nfsb Hvo 
lakbs of rupees for tbo maiotenanoo of threo 8opoy 
battalions during the war. I'lands and Wboler 
condemned all tbeae precautions as utterly Inadoquato, 
and suspected Hostbgs of ‘ the worst dovgns,’ whoii 
be explained the puiposo of Elliot's mission to 
Nigpur. Whelei' in this matter was evidently guided 
by Franois, who could see nothing but indolence, 
incapacity, and bowildormeDt is the statesman who 
listened with a suppressed smile to Frauds' wild talk 
about 'resources already exhausted, a French In* 
vasion aa certain and impending, and tbo country 
incapable of resistance V 
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Tjik SxTiot'R or Indu 
1778-17«4 

Euiot's doatb in Boptombcr on hk way to Kligpur 
proved to Haaiingv a biitor sorrow and' an irroparablo 
loM.' Had the young oovoyV life boon spared, it is 
possible that Sir Gilbert £Uioi, the Lord Kioto of 
Indian lustory, might have beon loss forwu'd La after 
years to vUifj and impeach his dead brother's warm 
iViend. In October Hastings was about to recall 
Colonel Leslie from a command for which ho had 
shown himself unfitted, whoa Leslie's death eloarsd 
the way for his destined successor, Colonel Goddard, 
‘ one of the beet exsoutive officon in tho sorvlco,' wbo 
waa to take hli ordvs from Bengal aloao, and was 
also empowered to fill EUiot'a place in the negotiations 
with Bardr^ 

Before the cloea of Januaiy, 1779, tho now oom- 
mender had oarried Ids little army without a cheek 
from Bundclkhand across the Narbadi to Burliin- 
pur and Sunt. But the main pxirpose of his march 
bad already been defeated by the disastrous blunder- 
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iog of ihose whom lie had been Bont to aid. The 
Bombay force which bad set out, full of confideQCflj 
from Panwel on the a 5 th Novomber, i?78, without 
waiting for a junction with the Bengal column, took 
neikrly a month in crowning the Gbfita, beyond which 
lay the Poahwit's oai^tal. On tbo 9th of January, 1779, 
Egerton waa encamped within eighteen miloa of Poona. 

But DO chief of mark had joined lUghnba’s stand¬ 
ard, while the hoBtile Maiithiis were burning the 
villages and cutting off the food suppUca. Egerton'a 
ilowneea, ao fatal to an ontorprise which called for 
dash and daring, had thoroughly disgustod the two 
civil oommissioners who acoompanied tbo force. On 
the nth Jan. orders wore issued for a swift intreat. 
That night the heavy guns were thrown into a pond, 
tbo stores were burned, and the rotreat from Tfillgdon 
began. By next evening tho troops had fought their 
way back to tho village of Wargion. Nothing but 
tbs steady courage ef Captain Hartley and bis faithful 
Sepoys bad saved iVom dceti*uction a force which, 
proporly bandied, night have carried Raghuba in 
triumph to Poona. But, except to a few of tho bolder 
spirits, further retreat eoomed wollnigb impossible. 
On tho 15th January, 1779, the English leaders set 
their hands to tbs disgraceful Conventuon of War- 
gion, which sun’cndored to the Posbw& all thnt our 
anus bad won in Western India unce 17^5 
Neither at Bombay nor Calcutta wae any respect 
shewn to a compact which at least secured a peaceful 

• Forrwb. HilL 
K 
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refcreat for onr troops. EastiDgs ordered Goddard to 
propose A renewal of the Purandbar Treaty, :f the 
Poona Government would forego alj claima aidsing/rom 
the new Convention, and promiae to admit no French 
troopa into tJjoir country, The MarAthfie, bowover, 
could not be brougiit to accept the only oomptomiso 
by wbicb war might bo avoided. Itnghuba gavo Ida 
captoia the slip, and made hie way to Smut. NAno 
Painavis demanded hia aurrondor, And invited tho 
NiaAm and Ifaidar to join biin in uiAking war on tlio 
Engjiali, In January, j7«o, Goddata took tho flold. 
During the next fow moutha he captured tI;o stAtoly 
city of AhinadAbAd, and twice dofoatod tbo combined 
forces of Tukaji Holkar and Madliaji Sindhla*. Tbo 
captuio of Abroad AbAd was tbo flreWruita of a tioaty by 
which tho QAikwAr of Baroda bad just agioed to divido 
wjtU his EnglUb alllofl the fab' province of Gxyantt. 

Before tbo year’s end Bassoin itsoJf, for which tho 
Company had so long boon hungering, had au nonderod 
to tho victorious Goddard, while Hartley had crowned 
bis forma' exploits by repulsing acsooo MarAtUfis who 
bad been pi'osaing him hard on all sides for two days. 
Meanwhile another Bengal column, which Hastings 
had launched across tbs Jumna under tho bold Captain 
Popham, drove Sindhia’s men before them, and stormod 
the fort of Lahir on the road from KAlpi to GwaUor. 
In Anguefc two oompanies of Pophom’s Sepoys, with 
twenty English soldieis led by Captain Bruce, brother 
of tho famous AlHcan exploi'or, carried by escalade 

' FoRMt. 
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the rock'percbed fortrese of Ow&Hor, whioh Sir Eyre 
Coote, the new member of HAstings’ Counoil, had hold 
it utter madnesa to attack. 

Tbeao ' frantic military exploite/ aa FraficU and bis 
(dlioB were wont to call tbom, owed mach of thur 
eucceaa to the Oovomor-Qcnerars own resouicoful 
energy, his masterful self-roliance* and bis happy 
eboloo of compotont ofdcers. They wore followed is 
March, 17 81, by the surprise and lOut of Sindhia himsolf 
at the bauds of Colonel Camac, who, aftei* a painful 
retreat of soventeen days through thus sud¬ 

denly eboekmated hie over-confident pursuer^. In 
the west, however, Goddard was lose fortunate. A 
great gatheriag of MaiAtbi horee and foot barred hla 
advance to Poona, whUe Paim&m Bbdo kept harus* 
ing his rear. To march back over the Gbits befw'e 
do,000 keen pursuers, was all that romped to 
him: but, thanks to his own skill and the courage of 
his soldiers, tbo return to Fanwell was safely efibetod, 
after some hard fighting, befoi^c the end of April, 
X78i« 

Meanwhile events had bapponod in Southern India 
which enlarged the ciiule of Hastings’ anaistiee, and 
thwartod his efibrts to keep India closed against the 
French. Ever since X77e Haidar All bad lost no 
opportunity of eolargbg his boundaries at the expense 
of his weaker neighbours. Before the end of 1778 he 
had pushed his conquests northward to the Eistna and 

i ehunt Dur* ftterr UaJiratUU. 

* Pomil, MUi , Oleif. 
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weatwftKl over MfilaUr, More than once had his 
dmd of the Morftthfis tempted Ijim to renew his over¬ 
tures to the En^dish at Maclnifl, But tbo latter, full of 
their own quarrole and poiplcxitioa, gave littlo heed to 
the wooinga of a noighlwur whosu fricDdaldp auemed 
to thorn more dang<rou8 than bi« enmity. 

WJien war with h’nuico broke <jnt in 1778, Sir 
Thomas Uumbtdd.an old Ikmgal civiliainv/w Governor 
of Madras. In Kpite of IlnMtings’ urgoncy, nn wTious 
ettompt WAS made to oonclliatti tlio SiilWn <jf Mysoro. 
After tho captun^ of rondiclieny in Octobor, only one 
I^’fonch aottlomcait, Miibd on tlio coast, remuined 

in Froiioh hands. In Mavcb, j 779, ttmt ]»laco also fell 
to oup arms. Haidar h wrath at tlie captuvo of a sea¬ 
port which somo of hia own troops hafl JioJpcd to dofond, 
was proMntJy mflamod by tJjo niwch of n British 
force through a strip of his own tcrritoiy into tho 
Ounfcdr SarkAr, the pi'ovinco wiiioh Ibtwllat Jang, tho 
Nirtm’s brotbor, had lately Kmtod to tbo Company in 
poturn for the uso of a British oontioguat strong enough 
to replaoo his Eiimch troops. 

It appears that Rumbold Limsolf had sought to 
coDdliato Haidar by suspending the movomont sgainst 
But Sir Eyre Coote, being then at Madras on 
hxs way to Calcutta, made use of hia power as Com- 
mandM-in-Chief to ovenulo tho Governor's pleadings 
for deUyV Rumbold's dealings with Basfilat Jang 
seem at first to hore been sanctioned by Hastings 
himself. They were justified by the conduct of the 
* Uititmui'a Hiaiory iTiWig, t«I, j. Appendix. 
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Nizim, who, in direct breach of former tx'catiee, took 
iikto iue own p&y the French troops diumssed his 
krothor. The Madras Ooucul thereupon refused to 
pay up cevtain arrears of tribute due to KbUtm AHi 
until he gave them full satisfaction as to tins point. 
The Nia&m, however, deolioed to sa^sfy them, and 
presitod for his full arrears. His gi'udgo against the 
English for supporting Eaghuba and making ovartuios 
to tho of Ber6v, bad lately impellod him to 
conooot a aeoret loaguo with the Foona Ecgency and 
Haidar All. But aomo now ovidenoe of Haidar's 
troaohery deoided the Niadm to pause hetlxnoa on the 
brink of an open ruptmo with bis lato friends. 
Meanwhile his ageote succeeded in putting the 
Oovomor-General on a false ecent. Hastings was led 
to baliove that Hisim All's quariol with tho English 
concerned only his arrears of tiibute and tho occupa¬ 
tion of Ountik. Hie Highness at any rato deigned to 
be appeased by timely assuvanew that his tribute 
should bo paid> and the Madias ticops recalled from 
Quat6r. 

Early in 1780 Hastings, wriUng to Eumbcldi 
declared himself ' convinced from Haidar’s conduct 
and disposition, that be will never molest us while we 
preserve a good nnderotanding with him.' But the 
time for a good understanding hsbd passed bejond 
recall with tho capture of Mah^ and tho occupation 
of Guatdr. Cut off fi'om one outlet on tho western, 
and from his chanoe of another on the eastern coast, 
Haidar resolved to wreak a long-hoarded revenge. 
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Deaf to tho overtures still matio by Rumbold throggb 
his own ftgont and the Danish missionary SworU, the 
fiorce old MusoliuAn prepared in his seventy-eighth 
year for a campaign which might entl in driving the 
English infidels into the sea. His own aviny, triced 
by Froncli officers, would bo supported by a great 
MordtbA gathoiing which N^na Karaavls had pro 
misod to laundi ogunst tho cciniiion foo. 

Shortly bofoiD hU lotiromout in April, i?Ho, Rum- 
bold Jiad roconlo<l his belief that Sotitlmm In ilia 
would rumain cpiiot. Even Sir Hootor Munro, the 
head of tho Madias Amy, sooma to havo scoutod tho 
notion of real danger impending from tlio Mysoro high¬ 
lands. By tho J9th of Juno it was known at Madias 
that Haidar had begun his march from fioringapatam; 
yet avon to the ond of that month, if not later, Muaro 
and WLitchill, tho now Governor, could not boliovo 
that mischief was nigh at hand. 

On the aoth July, xjBo, tho storm burst Haidar’s 
myriads poured liko a lava-flood through tho hill- 
paesoB into tho poaooful plains of the ICamatic, and tho 
smoke of burning villages ere long told ito talo of fear 
to tho soared boholdeis on St. Thomas’s Mount 
A whole month elapsed before Munro sot out for 
Conjevoram with a force of 5000 men and forty guns. 
Colonel Baillie, with half that numbor, waa mareh- 
ing thither from. Goatiir. On tho loth September 
BaiUie's little force had come within eight of the great 
Pagoda at OoiyeTeram, when it was suddenly attacked 
on all sides by Haidar^s aimy, and after a long and 
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heroic 8tn2gglo> some 300 officers and men, mostly 
wounded, surrendered to the ruthless victor, whose 
French officers alone saved them £K>m being slaugh¬ 
tered where they stood. Hunro himself had heard 
the fiiing> but with strange perverseness refused to 
stir a &ot. Kext evening the hero of Bax&r threw 
his heavy gima into a tank, and, leaving much of his 
baggage behind him, hurried back to St. Thomas's 
Mount; while Haidar leisurely proceeded to waste 
the Kamatio with fire and sword 

Haaiugs' courage rose to the occasion. His old 
friend Barwcll had sailed for England; the truce he 
had made with Francis in March had been lately 
fbUowed by a renewal of atrife. But the bravo 
tlmugh headstrong Sir Eyre Coote promptly answeied 
the call of manifest duty, and Wheler kept true on 
the whole to the pledge he had given Hastings on the 
eve of Barwell’s departure. On the aith September, 
two days after receiving the nows of Bail lie's dieoster, 
Hastings carried a vote for the pi'ompt despatch of 
troope and money to the seat of war in the South. 
He was also empowered to treat with the Mai’dthis 
through the of Ber&r, who, after some wavoiirig, 
had just given signs of returning Mendliness. Ho 
issued an order of Council removing 'Whitohill from 
his post for refusing to restore Quntdr to Baa^t 
Jang. The Company's remittances wore kept back 
for that season, and a war-loan was raised in Calcutta. 
On the 14th October, 1780, a sm^l but well-equipped 
force of Europeans and Sepoys dropped down 
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the for Madras. A few days later Coote him- 
eelf, at the Council’s request^ sailed from Calcutta 
to command the aamy de4inod to rctiiuvc the disaa- 
tor's and dJagiaco of tho past month. 

About the same time HuHtinga vcuturutl upon an¬ 
other of thoBO ‘frantic miliUiy exploits ’ wliieij liAvo 
helped HO largely to tlio making of our liKliun Ein- 
piro, and have peurcil a halo of romaiicii over so 
many pages of our national liiahuy. Mindful of 
God<lart?8 ln*illiant inai'cU in twiiity day a from 
Bundulkband to Surat, he px'upai'od to wend another 
Bengal column overland to the scone of dangei*^ a 
distance of 700 milta. In Janiiaiy, 1781, Ooloncl 
Thomas Pcarse began his loarcli from Midnapur south- 
wards through Orissa, a province then occupied by 
troops from Bor&r, whoso BAjit had just declined 
to mediate with tho Court of Poona But Hostings 
was not to bo daunted by the frrst obstacle that 
croBsod his path. ‘Acts/ bo wrote, ‘that proclaim 
confidence and a dotunninod spirit in the hour of 
adversity, are the surest lueaim of rotrioving it. Self¬ 
distrust will never fail to oroato a distrust in others, 
and make them become your enemies ; for in no part 
of the world is the principle of supporting a rising 
interest and depressing a falling one more prevalent 
than in India k’ 

Pearse was ordered to march on at all risks, but to 
avoid a codialen 'with the Borir troops. Andersen’s 
diplomacy, hacked by liberal offers of money and help 
‘ gwr. 
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from Hasticga, who furmehed three lakbe from his 
owa coffers, materially smoothed the way for s 

advaxkce. Two thousand Mai'^th^ boi’se ga^e him 
the stroDgih he ocedecl in that arm; while itadajl 
himself was converted, in Hestiegs' words, ‘ from an 
ostensihle enemy into a declared friend/ 

In the Ganj&m district, on the soutliom skirts of 
Puri, Peaise’e column eufffered craoUy for a few weeks 
Irom an outburst of cholera, that new and deadly 
scourge which presently in Calcutta made, wrote 
Bastings, ‘ an alarming havoc for about ten days,' of 
April, 1781. In spite of sickness, desertions, and a 
mutinous spirit among the junior officers, Fesosc 
brought his brigade in eixty>four days to Nellord. In 
the Masulipatam district he was reinfoi'ced by troops 
from Madras, but not till the beginning of August did 
he join hands with the main army under the veteran 
Gootc, whose long campaign in the Kamatie had 
been crowned a month before by the demsive victory 
of Porto Novo * in July 1781. 

Coote had reached Madras early in November, 
1780, at a moment when matters seemed at their very 
worst. The Government was paralysed. Haidar's 
cavalry bad swept the country round for supplies 
and plunder. The people themselves were losing 
all faith in their powerless protectors. Arcot bad 
fallen, and one of Haidar's generals was besieging 
Wandiwasb, which young Flint, with 300 Sepoys, 
defended with the courage of a second Clive. Not 
’ , Stubbs* Sitimy ^ S«ti^ Aj^UUry. 
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till the middle of January, 1781, was Cooto able 
to take tile field and hurry off ^th a few thousand 
troops to the relief of Jlint. Iho more nows of the 
veteran's coming fiightoncd tho besiogere away from 
Wandiwash. After rclioviug anotliet stronghold and 
capturing a third, bo struok ofi* southwards for Cudda> 
lore. But tho proinisod supplies from hnirol IfugbuR’e 
squadron woio long in rcacliing him; and his bold 
rush in Juno at tho woU-storod Bagnda of Qidam- 
baram mot with a euddu!i ;md murderous ropuleo. 

Wbilo Cooto was rgstuig bis troops at Porto Kovo, 
bis wary antagonist loarohod swiftly buok from Tan> 
j ore in hopes of barnng Oooto's roturn to Cuddalore. 
On tho ist July the English voturan launched his 
Booo men against Haidar's 8o,cco with a skill and 
courage worthy of his old renown. After six hours' 
of fighting and patient manceuvring among tho sand- 
hiiln near Porto Novo, with help &om one small 
schooner off shore, Cooto struck his crowning blow ; 
and the enemy fied, leaving thousands of dead and 
wounded on a field which cost the victors only 300 
men. It would be hard to ovorrato the timolinees 
of a victory which saved from imminent uid utter 
ruin the fortunes of our counti’ymen in Southern 
Zndia^. 

The two armies dashed again in August near tho 
scene of Bailee’s disaster \ hut the victory of Pollildr 
proved far less dedsive than that of Porto Novo. On 
the 27th September, however, Coote surprised and 
‘Stabix. 
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routed his great antagonist afc ShoHnghar. By this 
time the Dutch also were at war with England, But, 
thanlts to Saatings’ influence and Code’s atrat^y, 
bolder oounaels had begun to prcTwI at Madras. The 
q» 3 ndtbrifb ruler of the Earnatic was relieTed of all 
control over the revenues of a province still to be 
ftdministcTod in his name, In November, 1781, Negv 
patam was wrested from tbo Dutch by Sir Hector 
Munro, with the help of an English fleet led by the 
active Sir Edward Hughes. This was followed early 
in the next year by the capture of Trineomali, the 
finest harbour in Ceylon. 

All through the year 17^2 the war went on with 
vuying fortune. The relief of Vellore by the war¬ 
worn Coote was oountervaUed by the slaughter of 
Braibhwaite's column in Tanjore at the hands of 
Haidar's son, Tipd, during an heroic struggle pro¬ 
longed for twenty-six hours, A timely reinforcement 
from Bombay enabled the garrieon of Tollicberri, on 
the Malabar coast, to rout an army which had been 
closely besieging them for eighteen months But 
Ouddalore was taken with the help of Haidar’s Fr en c h 
; and Sir Edward Hughes was too Ute to avert 
the recapture of Trincomali by the daring Suffren, 
the Nelson of France. The fleets commanded by 
these two great smiors never met without doing each 
other the utmost damage at the least apparent gain to 
either side 

> Auber, Mill, StabhR, UiUesoa’s in 

India. 



HASTINGS 


15^ 

McCbQvhilc Cooto's tlrclcsa energy bad once more 
raooed Wandiwosb, and be&ton Haidar back from 
Ami in Jane. Bu6 tbo iU-Unicd absenco of tbe floot 
baulked his attempt to regain Ouddaloro. In Dotober 
hie health, broken down by incessant toil, anxiety, 
hardship, and more tlmn one fit of npoploxy, drovo 
tlm old warrior Itack to (laleutta for six inontba* reat 
aiul change. On tiie Kalaliar oonet our troupe and 
gandsoDs were hard besut by TIpu, on whose 
mynads a few ropulscH made slight impression, The 
gallant Kuinborstonu was nearly driven into a corner, 
when Tipd suddenly led off the bulk of his army ca«U 
ward in hot hasto to tho camp at Cldttdi*, where hia 
famous father died on ^0 7th December, 178a, weary, 
as he owned at last, of ‘ waging a costly war with a 
nation whom he ru^ht have made bis friends, but 
whom the defeat of many BsilUes and Biaithwaitea 
would never destroyIn a fold of his turban was 
found a paper in which ho enjolnod his bon to make 
peace with tho English at onco, on any teiiiui 

Matters at this moment looked very dark for our 
countrymen in Southern India. Bofugeos from tho 
wasted plains of the Kamatie were dying in the 
Black Town of Madias at tho rate of fifteen hundred 
a week. The monsoon gales uid the Eronoh cruisers 
along the eastoto coasts bad been playing havoc with 
English merchantmen and the native coasting craft. 
Hughes’s fleet was disabled for the ^e by sickness 
and much fighting. A strong French force under the 
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renowned Bussj wae hoorly expected to land from 
Su&en'e fleet at Cuddalore. Lord Macartnoj, the new 
OoTemor of Hadras, had shown becoming ene^ in 
the hoax of need; but Coote’a aucceaor, General 
Stuart, who had fought with credit at Porto Kovo 
and PolUlik, lacked some of the lii^hor qualitiee 
which made Cooto*B name a houacliold memory among 
bis adoiing Sopoys^. And to crown all, the Poona 
Oovemment had hxmg back for months from lati* 
fjing tho ti'eaty by which Heatings sought to detach 
the Mai'^tbSs from ^ir alliance with Mysore. 

Before the end of 1781 Sindhia had agi^ced not only 
to make peace himself with the English, but to 
persuade the Court of Poona to make peace also on 
the terms proposed by Hastings. In May, 1782, the 
Treaty of Salb£i was signed by Sindhia» and most of 
the Marithi leaders. Ndna Famavis, who bad ac* 
cepted Gie treaty, still put off signing a compact wbioh 
virtually pledged him to abandon Haidar altogether. 
But pressure from Bastings, and tho news of Haidar’s 
death, induced him also to »gn before the year’s end. 
In the following Febmory the Peshwi’s seals wore 
affixed to a treaty by which Hastings surrendered 
much in order to gain a good deal more. If Suidhia 
recovered all his lost possessions save Gwalior, if 
Bassein and part of Oryaxit were restored to the 
Peshwfi, and Baghuba might look for no more help or 
encouragement from Bombay, die Marfith^ in their 
turn pledged themselves to let no European traders 
' Stubbe. 
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set up factories OQ their groun^> and to *ho]d 116 is* 
tercouiac or frieatlahip with any other European 
n&ticn.’ Fwodoin of trade botween the English &xid 
the Maifithib was oxpreaaly assured, and iicitiier party 
was to give an}' kind of aid to tho enemies of the 
other. Eftghubn biniKcir was proiiiiH(Hi a aafo asylum 
with Sindhia on a p n^ion of four laklw a year*, 

As a further reward for IiIh tiindj' wevipiSi, JIadWji 
Sindhia received from llrwtingK a w«}>aratt' grant of 
Broach, hi» claiiu to wiiicli hiul first arisen out of the 
Wwlgftott Conven^on. Tlio Boiubay (Jouncil voho« 
montly deplored a stroke of policy which, in 
Hastings' view, would clinch ins hold upon tlic most 
powerful of the I'oshwd's feudatories, without in- 
volving any appreciable loss to the Company's 
rcTonucs, still less to their traded The dariog and 
ainhltious ehio^ain who had barely escaped with life 
from the slaughter of Pinipat, had lately been as- 
aured that the Bengal Govermnent vroukl not inter¬ 
fere with Lis sehemes of conquest towards Delhi \ and 
the lULna of Gohad soon gave him a fair pretext for 
wresting Gwalior also out of the hands into which 
Hastings had traoeforrod it 
Abandoned by the Marith£s and the Nisim, Tipd 
could still look for holp to his Fronoh allies; and ho 
prepared to carry on tho war with all his father’s 
energy, but without Haidar’s consnmmato skill. 
Fortune favoured his first efibrts. Haidar's stoutest 
foe, Sir Eyre Coots, died in April, 17II3, of sheer 
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ezb&ustion, two days after hia landing at Madras. 
His succouor, Stuart, who had meanwhile done 
nothing hut ^^narrel with the Madras CouncU, now 
wasted some predons weeks in marching against 
Cuddabre, where Bussy’s troops had landed on the 
loth April By that time Tlpii had rushed away 
from the Kmmatic to deal with the English invaders 
from the west In three months Qeneral Matthews 
had to surrender the rains of Bednor on terms which 
hia captor took care to violate. Mangalore, under 
Colonel Campbell, held oat for nine months with 
heroic obeiiiiaey against an army 100,000 ebong. 

MeanwhiIo» on the 13th CTune, Stuart'a army, after a 
hard day’s fighting, carried the enter line of Bossy’s 
defences at Coddalore. But Suftrea presently grappled 
with Hnghes at sea, and another drawn battle com¬ 
pelled the latter to sail off and repair his damages at 
Madras A well-planned sortie from the reinforced 
garrison of Cuddalore was signally repulsed by the 
Bengal Sepoys. Bat Bossy still held the citadel, 
and Stuart’s numbers were fast dwindling from 
sicbmess and short supplies, when tidings of peace 
made between France and England came just in time 
to save our arms from imminent disaster, and to roh 
Tipd of his last and doughtiest allies. In accordance 
with the Treaty of Versailles, Bossy withdrew bis 
troops from Tipffs service, and Stuart’s army re¬ 
turned in safety to Madras^. 

Ere long a powerfol force under Colonel FuUarton 
^ Stabte, MaUwon, Manthmiif. 
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wfts m&rcLmg np icto the highlands of Kyaoro. In 
the Uat week of November Sermgapet4Lm itself Uy 
within eoay rQaoh> while the ficree Sultdn was prces' 
ing the eiogo of Ueugalore. But Lord Macartney, 
nctheedifig the counsel and the cominandii of Haetbga^ 
had already begun to tix^at witli Tipd for the peace 
which Fuilarton woe pi’opni’cd to dictate u})dor the 
walls of Tipd's capital. Tlmt onio<^r wom now or- 
dei'od to fall backi in compliance with a truce which 
the futhlvas SulbUi waa openly la'oaking. Not iiW 
after the eun'cndcr of Mang^iloio m January, 1784, did 
Tipi^ deign to receive tUo envoys fVom Madiiw, in 
order to diacass tho terms of a treaty which flattered 
bis pidde at tho expense of those who had already 
gone near to crush him. ' You quit tlio roui8» and how 
will you manage the beast ? ’ was Swavtx's remark to 
Fullerton when they met below the Qhita. On the 
nth March, 1784, tho tbreo EngliHli coinmiasionen 
stood before the SulUn for two hours, besocehing hun 
to sign tho treaty whleb they held in thoir hands. 
Tho envoys flom Poona and Haidarib/id pleadod oar* 
neatly to the same efibet. At last ho agrood to ratify 
a peace which reetoxi>d to each party thoir former 
possessioiia, and rescued more than a thousand 
Englishmen and nearly as many Sepoys from the 
slow tortures of prison life in Mysore. 



CHAPTER X 

Tjlli COUKOIL AND TIIR Su?ItKJfR COVUT 
1779-1781 

The of SMb&l and MaDgdoi’O mark tho 

turning of a mv page in tho history of British India. 
Tbonceforth the English bocoiao tho dominant factor 
in the polities of the wholo Indian oonUncnt. Hast¬ 
ings' foreign policy* pursue<l through all chocks and 
hindrances, bad cloarod tho road for his succosaors, 
and traced out tlio linos along whiehLoid Wellesley 
and Lord Hastings voro afterwards to work with 
larger means and far wider ofHcial powon. Tbaaka 
munly to WaiTSn Hastings' resouitsful energy and 
ali-daiing etrength of will, tho long storm of war 
which hod beaten from every quarter* against tho 
weak unfinished fabrio of British rule in India, ro> 
vealed only its latent strength for I'esistance under 
the worst shocks of advei’se fortune. The Mai’ithi 
leaders knew that any further attempt to found a 
great Hindu empire on the ruins of old Muhammadan 
dynasties, would only involve them in a long and 
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probably a losing struggle with a power whose 
figh^og qualities and stubborn tenacity of purpose 
bad so often helped it to snatch a victory from the 
veiy jaws of defeat 

During ^oee years of warfare beyond ]^cngal> the 
Qovcr&or'Gencral had much to occupy and hariuH 
him nearer boroe. In 1780 Baiwoll wiled for 
England, to enjoy in the piiiuo of bis life the large 
fortune which ho bad amassed, ijuofuvujuc vunh, in 
India. Before bis doparturo, Hoiitings ha /1 conic to a 
truce with his old opponent on terinK which oiinldod 
him to dispense with the survieca of hia old ally. 
Through the agency cf Sir John Day. tho Company's 
Advocate, a kind of bargain was eonclui’lod, by which 
Francis pledged bunself to give Hastings’ policy a 
general support in return for a few coocoasions to tho 
claims of Francis' friends. 

Fowko, for jsstoncei was to rosumo his former post 
at Bonarea, while a place of spoolal dignity under tho 
Kawiib of Bengal was to bo found for Muhammad 
Basa. To bis friends at home Hostings spoko of thu 
new arrangoinont with a coafidonoo in 'Francis' faith 
and honour' which after uvents woro not to justify. 
Two months had hardly passed boforo bis now friend 
gave signs of relapsing into his old obstvuetivo ways. 
Various inoaeru'cs proposed by Hastings for tho cam¬ 
paign against Sindhia wore hindered or deranged on 
yarious protests by bis perversa ally. Sir John Day 
once more essayed the part of mediator, but FVanois 
shuffled out of his pledges, and boldly repudiated in 
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July bhe very words ho had used in February. He 
bed either a treeoherocs Tcemory or his prejudices 
were too strong for bis good ftithK 

* I am not Governor;' wrote Heatings to 3 niivan-~ 
‘ all the powers I possces are those of preventing the 
rule from falling into worse bands than my own.' 
His opponent’s ^cly illnese left Hastings free for 
the moment to take bis own way. Popbam was not 
recalled, Gwalior was captured, Camac's column 
marched into Hilwi. 

Ketuining health hronght no improvement in 
Frands’ temper. At last, Hastings’ patience was worn 
out by fresh provocations. On the 15^1 August, 1780, 
in a gravely worded reply to one of Frauds’ Uinutes, 
he spoke out thus: < 1 do not trust to his promise of 
candour, convinced that he is incapable of it. . . . 
1 judge of bis public conduct by my experience of 
bis piivate, which I have found to be void of truth 
and bonouv,' 

This charge he made ‘ temperately and deliberately,' 
in justioe to the public and himself. * The only re¬ 
dress for a fiaud for which the law has made no 
provision is ’—he averred—' the exposure of it.’ 

A copy of tho Minute containing these words bad been 
sent to Frands the evening before. After the Coundl- 
meeting Frauds challenged Hastings to fight a duel. 

On the morning of the 17 th they exchanged shots, 
and Francis was carried off the field with a bullet 
in hie side. By the end of August be bad so far 
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reeo7er<d from his wouQd as to rosumo ibd war of 
Uinutoa with his fortunate rival. The paper duel 
wont on until Dsoeiobor, whan Fi*anda Mailed borne* 
wards to hvtw fre^h Bohomes of vengeanco against 
the iSAD whom lio had thought to <huvu fVom 
power'. 

With his dopavtuio, HaHtings oiioo more broathocl 
freely. After six yoai’s of aonfliQt> ho could 'oigoy 
the tiiurnph of a dooided victciry.’ Tlio gonoral out¬ 
look at tliat inomoQt was any tiling in<Kiu(l but bright. 
With 'a war dthor octuol or impcmling in every 
quartei; and with overy power in HindunKtn;* with 
an exhausted ti’casury. an aeoumulating debt, a eoHtly 
and vidous system of govoi^nment. eon*uption ram¬ 
pant. trado ebbing low, and ' a eountiy oppi’CMscd by 
private rapacity and deprived of iU vital xusouitos/ 
in order to feed the war, to give timely help to tbo 
other Presidendes, and to moot the call for remit- 
tances to England^bo hod further to loekon with 
powerful enemies at homo who wove eoutinually 
demouring and striving, wellnigh successfully, for his 
reoell. Nothing but the loyal support of a few Direo- 
tors, backed by tbo Court of Proprietors, still kept 
him in bis placa But Franois would bo no longer 
at hie sido to torment and thwart him with all the 
arts of which ho was a eonaummate master. 'In a 
word'—he WTote—‘ I have power, and 1 will employ it 
during the interval in which tbo credit of it shall 
last, to retrieve peat misfortunee, to remove preeent 
' Olols, ForrMt 
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dftngcra, tud to rd-oet&blish the powers of the Oompasy 
and the safety of its possassioiis^.’ 

Thera was oo idle boasting; in such lan^ago. The 
self-eoQfldeQoe which comes of aelf'knowleOge taught 
K&fitloga to r^oico in the prospect of wleldiog full 
power for gioat and patr iotic ends. His term of offico> 
which expired in 1773, bad been prolonged from year 
to year by a reluctant Ministry and a hostile Court 
of Diroetora. They know that England, begirt with 
enomios, could ill afford to lose so aervieeabU a leader 
at such a turns. Hastings knew it alio» and the 
knowle<]go gave him sti’ength to disoharge his duty 
to his eountiy and his employers in th« way that 
seemed beat to himself, without heeding the olamourfl 
of opponents in India or at home. In tbo abseoce 
of Franoie, he could gonerally rely upon V^boler's 
vote, and Cooto was aUvoady on his way to Madras. 
Kacpboiaon, who wa4 afterwards to give him trouble, 
had not yet arrived in Baiwall'e place. 

Shortly before his return home, Treneis had voted 
against a measure by which Hastings sought to sake 
an end of the quarrel which had laged, off and on, for 
soveral years between bis Government and the Sn> 
prexne Court. The largo and vague powers conferred 
upon the Judges by tbo Aot of 1773 wore sure to 
bring them eoonei or later into awkward and dangerous 
collisions with the Supremo Council. For some time, 
thanks to the good sense of the Oovemor-Goneral and 
two or three of the Judges, little harm ensued. In 
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1776 Hofitiogs had drawn up a sohama, heartily en¬ 
dorsed by bia fiiend Impey, for removing the frloticn 
between those rival and co-equal powcra. Ho pro¬ 
posed to invest the Supi^eino Court witlt ‘aniinlimitod 
but not oxolusive authority* over all tho Conipany’a 
Con7ta> rosorvjsg to the lattoi’ thoir sepiirnto jurisdio- 
tion in rovonuo inattorH and otIuT omoh wliidt K^ioeially 
cosoernecl tho Oovernmont liut IiIh mcIiuiiio was 
shelved by tho British Ministry; and tlio violence of 
his own eolloagiuw thwarted his best nffoitn t/j ad¬ 
just ibu new luacUinory sent out from homo Vj tlio 
facta and conditions of our rule in India, ' It flooms ’ 
—he wrote—‘to have been a maxim of tho Boaid to 
foroe the Court into extromitioa for tho purpose of 
Hading fault with them,* 

Violence begat violeneo. The authority of tho 
Crown Judges was defied at every turn, on any 
pretext, bo waver hollow. Impoy and his collwiguoa 
eeuld not always foibear from assarting tlieir lawftd 
powers on behalf of thoso who elaimed theiv protec¬ 
tion. Hastings liiioaolf had borne witness to many 
‘glaring acts of oppression' committed by tho (Com¬ 
pany's servants and tboiT undeiliitgs, in tho process 
of colleotlng the Company’s rovonuo. Impoy in bis 
letters home complained bittoly of ‘the vultures of 
Bengal,’ who plundered and insulted tho people under 
cover of decrees hastily issued by tho Provincial 
Courts, and loudly resented all interference with thoir 
high-handed doings. The Chief Justioe, seconded by 
Chambers and sometimes by Lemaiatre, succeeded for 
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ft titoe m kd^puig ftucb interference withm due bounds. 
If they stood between tbe riyata and their alleged 
oppreesora, they atOl left the Company’i Courts to 
(leal with all questions of mere revenue, Sir Jatoos 
Stephen has dearly shown that 'Impey's alguaails,’ 
as Macaulay stylos them, were no moro to blame for 
what bappenod than tbe officora and agents of the 
Supwine Council. The real culprits were the 
who flamed tho Act of 1773, which opened wide the 
door to oadleta oonflicU between tbe rival powers of 
tho Company and the Crown 
In tbe latter pait of 1779 tbe xaihacea of Justice 
Hyde brought the long-smouldering quarrel to a violent 
crisis. During Impey^s absence from Calcutta, Hyde 
issued a writ against the lUjii of E^efjora. A 
aheriffs officer, with a band of Sepoys and sailors, 
entered the R<yfc's house and sequestered all his 
pioporby, including an idol, which was pecked, says 
Hastings, * like a common utensil in a basket’ Happily, 
his women and children bad fled betimes M osoapo 
tho crowning insult of a violated tuTidna. The 
Coundl’s answer to this cballonge was promptly 
given through the Goveinor-Oeneral himself A 
strong party of Sepoys eel off to oapture the whole 
poHw of Hyde's followers, and escort them back to 
Calcutta. Like steps were taken te protect the other 
Zamindirs from tbe pains and penalties tbreatenod by 
the Supreme Court, For screiia months of 1780 tho 
whole province was thrown into a dangerous ferment. 
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A w&i* of wiite and proclamations rag;ccl with iDoi'eas- 
ing violencd, uatil at last the Judges Issued a sum* 
mens against tho OovcmmcDt itself. Hastings and 
his eollc&guos, strong in tlieir toinporaiy union» 
treated tho summouR with oontoinpt. 

TJjo whole inncluncry of civllwod rule in llungal 
was conio in 1/ict to a doadlook* when liiwtingH «ut it 
working again by incans of a coinpiouiiwi the happiuHt 
that any Htatusinan oouhl Intvo eoncuivu<I. lu Octoleiv 
1780, he offered Iinpcy» fioni whoni tltmi'OejitipmriolK 
had for a time ustrangod lum, tliu IV^duncy of tlio 
Sadr Diwdal Ad^Uat, tUo Company’s oliief Civil ('ourt* 
which Hastings had romodollud a few montliH Lofore. 
Tho Chief Jnstico, in all sincerity, uoceptod the olive- 
branch thus opportunely hold out by his old fiioml. 
This arrangoment, whieh brought poaeo and oploi' at 
a oritioal momeut to Bengal, wor denounced by 
Hastings’ and Impoy's onomioi as a froHh erimo, and 
was afterwoi ds doaeidbcd by Mawiulay oa tlw giving 
and taking of a bribe. Bengal was suvud, ho says, 
and tbo Chiof Juslice bccamo ‘rich, quiot, and in» 
famous.’ But this sort of language wanders voi*y for 
from tho rulings of common justice and common senso. 

Bengal was saved indood, and tho Chief Justioo ul¬ 
timately ch‘ow a fair salaiy in return for useful 
and arduous work in on ofHco for which bo was 
peculiarly fitted. But the infarny of tlie matter is 
the mero child of rhetorical extravagance inspired 
by party traditions- There was no giving or taking 
of bribes. Hastings wisely pitehed upon the best 
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rafto ho knew for the tAok of ro^l^ting tbo whole 
mftcblnory of the Fi^ovinoial Ooert^, which bad thuK 
farpi'ovod,' from ignorance and oorniption/ as Impey 
Bald, inoivd of a curso than a blossing to tho people; 
and wlnclt, undet Impay’s guidance, wight bo brought 
into syKtematio working haimony witli the Supronic 
Court, The right to further aalaiy for a BOparatc 
ofKco had not bouu qwiBtionod In the caao of Clavoring, 
nor was it <|uof4tionad wlicn Impoy’e oolluaguo, Sir 
Itobort (JhainLon, afterwaida held an important 
judgoaiilp nndov tbo Company h 

Tburo is M 100m for doubt that the now airango- 
mant wus a weli'timed stroke of policy on Hastings' 
parti It was indoad, as Sir James Stephen allows, 

' tho only practicable way out of the unhappy quarrel 
into which tho Court and tho Oounul bad boon drawn 
by rash and ignorant English legislation/ A. trained 
lawyer, and an upright painstaking judge, Impey drew 
up a plain and seivicoablo code of rules for the guid¬ 
ance of tlie courts thus placed under his charge. The 
youog English distiut judges soon learned to mend 
th^* ignorant or oaroloss ways, and tried to shape 
their judgments in aocordanco with the prinoiples 
laid down by their new teacher. The old disgraceful 
broils between rival authorities disappeared under the 
new I'oign of fairly settled law, and the revenue began 
once aovQ to flow freely into the Company’s treasury. 
Impoy, in the words of Sir J. Stephen, ‘ was the first 
of Indian codifiers/ and the Begulations of 1781 laid 
’ Gltig, Impay, Stephen. 
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the gronndwork of that judiwal ayatem whioU has 
BiEce proved on the whole a poimanent blessing for 
the people of India. KastuigB’ work indeed wm 
partially undono in I7ila by tho Court of Dii'octore, 
who ordered Xinpoy’a removal from his now oHicti. 
But Iinpey'x Codo remuanod^ and ono purpono of 
Haetingn' experimimt was eeciired by im Act of 
Parlifunont <Icfiiiing tlio powow and juriKiliction of 
tho 80111*01 no Oouit. It w»ia only in 18d 1, howovur, 
that hie greet BclroniO for luinging all the Company 'h 
C ourts under the direct ocmtrol of a Crown Judge wae 
complotoly rooliaod by tho statutii whicli invostod tho 
now High Courts in each Prexidonoy and Previnco * 
with full jurisdiction ovov all the country 0011 rU, civil 
and criminal \ 

In tbo midst of wars actual or impending* Km tings 
kept his mind open to all kinds of mattorK bora*ing 
on local or adrainiRti’ativs noods. Ho cAtablisliod a 
Medrasa, or Muhammadan college, for the bonoflt of 
the numerous Musalin&n youtlu in Bongo!. Ho tiiod 
to open a iliondly intorcourso with CoeLiin-('lana,and 
ha made somo vigorous ottbita to ostabliAh a regular 
lino of ooKimunioation with Kxm>po by way of ^Igypt 
and tho Bed Soa. He took a warm intci est in Ksjor 
Kennall's survey work» and strongly locommcndod 
him on his retuin home in 178s to tho good offices of 
the East India Directors. Goddard, Pcarae, and othoi* 
skilled officers were enjoined to make careful surveys 
of the country they marched through. ‘With the 
^ SWpbao, GbwDay*i /nrfa'an 
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grudging ooxuent of his Council, he abolished the old 
ajstom of farming out the s&lt levenue &nd placed 
the salt monopoly in the bands of a few trustworthy 
officers, on terms which seovired a large yearly increase 
of invenuo from sales effected at lowered rates. In 
the Customs Deputmoct also be aohlevod a number of 
lOformB which placed the eeiwiee under more efficient 
control, and fVeed tho ti^ndo of the country fi^om vex¬ 
atious or iU-adjusted burdens^. 

Under orders from England tUe settlements of lsnd> 
revenue had lately been eaiiied on from year to year, 
by means of the Piovincial Couneils. In 17 81 Heatings 
improved the pioeess of colleotiog the revenue by 
doing away with the Provincial Councils, and trans¬ 
ferring their powers to a oommittee of four of his best 
civil officers, including AAderson and John Shore. 
The now Board of Revenue wore ' sworn to receive no 
perquisites,’end instead, of a fixed salary were paid by 
4 commission of one per cent on the net collections. 
This amount was doubled on all moneys paid at once 
into tho Calcutta Treasury. By this moans the costs 
of coUooiion wore largely curtailed, for a swaim of 
roiddlemen no longer shared in the profits, while no 
more foes or parquisitee were exacted from those who 
furnisUod the revenue. The new Board soon decided 
to relet the lands at moderate rates, on losses yearly 
renewable, to all thoee ZamlndcUe who had paid their 
rents punctually and shown themselves capable of 
managing their estatee without oppressing the riyate. 

' Anbsr. 
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The reeulta of thoir lehonrs daring the next few years 
paved tbo way for that permanent eettlement which 
Lord ComwaUis was to carry through ^ 

In Hastings' long letter of April, 1781, to hia home 
agent, Major Scott, wo may follow tho workings of 
a romarkahly dear, active, vcrHotllo briun upon the 
immorons ({uostious with which at that tiiiiu tlia 
groat Governor had to dwJ, Tho letter tiavdi* over 
a wido range of subjects, from the abortive project of 
a Dutch twaty, tlio pregiNMe of the war, wid tho 
negotiations wltii BoiAr and tli» HawAb of Arcot, to 
his own I'olatioDs with Wholor and his vai ious Bchomes 
of adirtinistrativo reform. On most of tliusc points 
lomotblng baa been said almady. His I'cferuncoa to 
Wbelsr, who was now giving him steady support in 
Connoil, attest the easy kindlinoes of liis own nature, 
and bis fino sonso of gratitude for eoiviccs ronJorad 
by his now ally. 'I am oaay and my eoUosguc 
satisfied; and tbo public will reap tbo frvite of the 
good undoratanding which subelsts botwocn us.' 

His efforts to simplify and expedite tlio conduct of 
publiohusinoas arc duly touched uponin tivo samo letter, 
as well as the obief military reforms offuctod under his 
auspices by General Stibbert. Thorn is another point 
on which be dwells with juat pride. Kor many yoan 
past bo bad earnestly desired to ‘bind man to the 
falthfal dischat'gc of thoir duty by the ties of honour 
and aoknowledgmont, to abolish fixed salaries, which 
are tire scanty pay for dead and unprofitable labour \ 
• Ol«ig, Eitye. 
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and to eradicate every temptation and pretext for 
perquiBites, embeszleineDts, and corruption;' to 
reward oacii officer in eliort according to bis proved 
deaeite> and eo to ‘ unite the intcreata of individual 
with that of tho public.’ In tliese daye the nominal 
pay for many offices waa bo email that men were 
tempted to eke it ont by all kinds of illicit rocana- 
HaatingB had no powoi* to rodUtributc or enlarge the 
Togulai* salaiicB. But Uo did tho next bcBt thing, 
Whenovor ho could, ho aubatituted oomroiseioDu on 
not receipts for the old system of fixed monthly allow- 
anoM helped out by perquisites and private jobs, 
The now mode of lemimeratien was only an inter¬ 
mediate Btep to the more complete loform by means 
of aalariw really commensurate with the work done, 
and tl»o reaponaihili^ea involvod. But it proved a 
gloat step forward in tho right direction, and it 
wrought cre long a maiked improvement in the 
moid tone of the Company's servants h 


> Olaig. 
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Bknaukb Kvr> Ouwt 
1781-1783 

Thb yoar 1781 had opened for K^tingn over ft 
troubled MOft of dangor> UistTOHS, and d ifHoulty. Hairlar 
AU Nvao about tbo Karnatioi Qoddard and 

Cawfto ware fighting the ManltbiU, end J'ronch flooto 
ware CTuisifig iin the Bay of Bengal' Whon ho bad 
seat Camae to look after Sindhla, ahipped off Cooto'e 
aoldieie for Madras, started Poarao’e brigade on itn 
xnarob soutbwm'd, and eomploted bis bargain with 
the Bi^fk of Berir» the Goveiuor-Oonoral found hin 
treasury running very low indeed. Money had to bo 
rused somehow, if British India was to ho eavod. 
In his Utter to Scott, be cefoie biiofiy to the need of 
doing something at Benares on his way up to Luck* 
sow. What he presently did at Benarus furnished 
his enemies with fresh zn&tter for the groat impeach> 
Dont which bofel him after bis return homo. 

Chsit Singh, Bij& of Benares, was the grandson 
of as adventurer who bad ousted his own patron from 
the lands be held as Zemindir under the Mughal rule. 
The adventurer's son, Balwant Singh, the first lU^i 
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of Bopfljes, became a vaesal of the N&w&h Wazlr of 
Oudh. In 1775 hie flef was transfensd by treaty 
fipm the Waair to the Company, and Chait Siogh 
paid rent for Ms lands to the Government of Bengal 
on the terme preacribod by hU former aasorain. His 
feudal nghta over (he dietjiote of Qh&nipuv and Benm^e 
wero secured to him and hla hoim on payment of a 
yearly tribute wbioh could not be enhanced. But, OpS 
a vaaaal of the Company, holding under the same 
kind of tenure as any other groat Zamlnddr, he was 
bound by law, custom, and written agreement, to aid 
hU now maatcre with men and money in times of 
extraordinary need. As Lord Mansfield afterwarde 
declared, ' the right of the British Government to 
demand military ud of Chait Singh in war wm 
proved beyond possibility of qneetionBesides the 
rich treasure etored up in bis coffers^ the BAjd had 
a revoDue of half a million sterling, several fortresses 
and some thousands of aimed retainois. 

A first demand of five lakhs in ud of the Govern* 
ment was made upon him in 177®- was paid, 

after some attempts at evasion. A like demand was 
made in the following year, and agun the tried 
on various pretexts to sbufBe out of his obligaUons. 
In the course of 1780, Hastings, acting under advice 
from General Sir Eyre CooM, called upon him to 
furnish two thousand horse for the public service 
The lUgA offered to furnish five hundred and as many 

• MirU f rf Ot$ B«m 9 / Lor4t m (Aj Mtna diUttrtd (it tits Trial ^ 
Waimt Ba«ajtC4. Tarmt * F^rwat. 
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mfttoblock-Enon; oven these were aot fortUconung. 
Kia ple& of poverty w&s ti^anspftrently fa]«o« oa false 
indeed u were his profesHtens of loynlty to the British 
rule, nt the time when he was corresponding witii our 
enemies and raising troope sodetly on liia own ecc'mnt. 
Cboit Singh hud repeat4.'d1y put of! the payment of his 
regular tribute j his Iwcly-giiarcl jiltmu w«h larger tlian 
thu foi'oo which Hastings re(|uiro<I of iuni; the 
Britisli Ilcsidcnt at Lis oonti coinplAiiU'<l of his rado- 
noss and imported his srexet plnttiiigK with the Ondh 
prinoosscs at FufsiLdd. Mavkliam, who loplueud 
Kowko oa Kouidont in I78t, liod boon clmrgcd by 
Hos^ngs to treat Urn lifijd with all mibhicss and 
forbeoront oourtv^y. But no entroatius could bring 
Cbut Singh to' make a sltow of oboilionce by mnstor* 
ing even five hundred honte/ Hastings lowered bis 
demand to one thousand But tho still sent 
evasive answers, end never fumiRhc<l a «<ingle horoe- 
manh 

It was afterw&i'de avonod by HostiDgs’ ouomlos 
that bis policy towards Cheit Singh was inspired 
by malice and a thirst for jovenge on the man who, 
in 1777, bad sent a mosHcngcr to congratulate Cl aver- 
ing on hia reported aoccMiion to tlie pOHt of Oovornor> 
OeneraL But the final vcidlct of tho Poeiu on this 
very point was far truer to tho facts and likelihoods 
of the whole case. Francis openly gloried in repaying 
old grudges with ample intoroet lego himself could 
not have outdone him in ibis line. Hobody, on the 
^ GIel|, Attbar, n»bo&i tflhe^ute«/L9T4$. 
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other hand, who has carefully studied Hastings' char¬ 
acter can doubt that potty personal motives were never 
allowed to warp his public policy. Wlien Haebings 
was first appointed Governor of Bengal, CUve wrote 
him a friendly letter, in which, with his woatod in¬ 
sight, he hinted a fiair that ovormuch good-natiu'C and 
his easy amiable tempo; might somodmea load him 
astray Q1<ng's life of Hastings teems with instances 
of his hindly, placablo, trustful, perhaps too trustfol 
nature. Faintod portraits speak as clearly to this 
puipoi*t aa the printed rccorda ihemsolves. As a 
of poio policy, Hostings resolved to make an 
o;:ainplo of bis oontumadous vassal, whose conduct 
added a new danger to the many which at that 
moment surronndod the Company’s rule in India. 
A heavy fine of forty or fifty lakhs would teach 
the Rdjd to obey his master’s orders, and would 
help betimes to furoish an empty treasury with the 
sinews of war. 

Chait Singh had already tried upon the Govemor- 
Qcneral those arts which Eastern rulers have never 
scrupled to employ. He had sent Hastings a pcaee- 
offsring of two lakhs, which Eastings at once resoiwed 
for the Company's uac*. Presently, Hastings I'eoeived 
an offer of twenty lakhs for the public service. But 
he refused to accept aught less than fifty lakhs, or 
half a million pounds, in quittance of all demands. In 
July, 1781, he set out from Calcutta, impressed, ho de¬ 
clares, ‘ with the belief that extraordinary meana were 
‘ Lift CVn- ^ ForT«8t, GLsSa 

H 
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necessary, and those axertod with a sti'ong band, to 
preserve the Company’s interests sinking under 
tho accumulated weight that oppressed them.’ Ho 
saw a political necessity for curbing the 
'overgrown powoi*,’ and ‘making it conteibutu to 
tho relief of tUcii* pi'cssing uxiguuoius.' At tiiat 
moment ho was at tlio end of Ins losouicu.w, oven 
froifi loans. Kvuiy intil baouglit kttew from Mo^lros 
and Buuibay presKing lum for nioiury aiiil nup^Uies. 
Tho pay of tlie troops wim almost eviaywhuiu iit 
arrou, and ITiistings knew not whciicu to ubtein so 
much as tho eight or tun lakhs wliioli lie hod pluilgud 
himself to forward to Sir Kyi^e </C0te 
During his absence Whuler took olimgo of the 
Ooveii3mont in Calcutta*. Mis. Xlaetinga aocom- 
panied her husband as far m Mooghyr, when she 
remained to noruit her health, while Hastings 
travcUod on towards Beoaics with a mnall escort 
and no parade. At BaxiU' ho met the nousant 
attended by a largo rotiiiuo. Cbait Singh 
laid hU turban as a mai*k of KUbinlssioxL upon Hast¬ 
ings’ knees. But his prayer for a private iutei’viow 
was haughtily rejected. On the August, tlio day 
after bis arrival at Besorce, Hastings sent tho l^ji 
a formal statement of the charges against him, with 
a demand for a full and eategoneal reply. Cbait 
Singh’s answoi* appeai*ed ‘so offensive in style and un¬ 
satisfactory in substance/ was full in fact of such 
transparent, or, as Lord Thuriow afterwards called 
' Vit^ervtfatTnai9IVvnni^«^lht^^s,S»^. (D^bnAt) * Foirwt. 
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them, ‘impudent' falaehoodn, that Hastdogs ordered 
Markham to place him under arrest ^ 

Early on the morrow Cbait Singh was made a 
prisoner at largo In hie own palace, with a Sepoy 
guard placed oatside. He sent Hastings a submissiyo 
messsge> but ho doepatohcd some messcDgcie to 
tho royal ladies atPmz&bdd^. Meanwhile his armed 
retainers from lUmnegoi* crossed tho Ganges, and, 
aided by the mob of the city, fell upon the Sepoy 
guard, who, haying only unloaded muskets and empty 
pouches, wore soon cut to pieces whew they stood. 
Two more companies marching through the narrow 
etrecta were nearly destroyed. Chait Singh himself 
dropped from a tenaee by a rope of turbans into a 
boat, and was borne in safety to his castle-palace of 
Hdmsagar. 

Thus, partly through his own rashness, hut mainly 
through the negligence cf his olheers, Hastings found 
himself in a position of extreme dangor, in a garden- 
house garrisoned by thirty Englishmen and a score of 
Sepoys- But the rabble of Benares bad no leader, 
and troops from the nearest atations wcie already 
hurrying to the rescue of a Goyamoj; dear to the 
whole army. Popham brought op a battalion of his 
Sepoys. Morgan started without orders b om Cawn- 
pux. Ti'usty messengers bore Hastiage' orders to 
Cbanlr, Mira&pur, and Lucknow. In the midst of 
anxieties sharpened by risings in Oudh and tiie mur¬ 
derous defeat of Wayaffre's rush upon Eimnagar on 
* Olaa, XWo/w, Fomet. 
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ibd floth, Hastinga quietly soiit oiT to Colonel Huir 
his last words conocrcing tbo treaty he was then 
negotiating with SindLia. Warned of danger to his 
little paity, Iw withdrew by night to the river- 
foxtroM of CUarKir. The Nftwdb-Waalr made liberal 
ofl’ova of help, whicli Uaatinga jiroudly declined. In 
tho same epirit lio iV<jcotcd all cvortuivs fi’oin Ch>dt 
5 ingh> who luid iTiiwtciud an onny 40,000 strong within 
tun miles of Chan(U*'. 

Tho country oivund him wrw sw^hlng with diwoitlyr 
and armed rubollicn. But tho flixt days of Hoptuml»or 
found Popham strong enough to open a compwgn 
wbloh speedily avenged tho late disaatoni, i^eplooud 
the aty and provlneo of Bonu'os uuJer British rule, 
and di'ovo Chsdt Singh for sholtor into his IsHt strong¬ 
hold of B^aigax'h on tho hughts that ovoilook tho 
northern bank of tho Stin. Tlic ruiuour of 
Popham's advance sent him flying again with tho 
bulk of bia treasures into Bundolkhand. Tho capture 
of B^aigai'h in Ifovomlcr closed a brief but WlUiant 
campaign. The liob booty found there was foi'tliwith 
divided among tho captois, 10 that Hastings lust bis 
only chance of replonisbing his treasury at Cbait 
Singh's expense. Ho contrived, bowover, to secure 
for the Company one groat and permonont advan¬ 
tage. Tho Bdj&'s forfeit domains were transferred 
to his nephew on conditions which oloarly defined 
bis future rights and duties, and doubled the revenue 
formerly payable to the Calcutta Treasury. Tho ra- 
' Qleis, Aub«r. 
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conquered provinw leCMDe tiienccfortii, to adopt 
Haetugs’ voids, **s mucli a member* of tbe Com¬ 
pany’s GoTcroment ' aa the zamSadiri of Bardw&n 
Money, hoverer, was still wanting f« the Govern¬ 
ment's immcdisCe needs. During bis stay at Ch&n^ 
Hastings received a viat mi tiio i ith September from 
Asaf-ud-dftulfi, tho Waafr of Oodh. Owing partly to 
his own foUy, bnt far moro.lo ti» hard conditions 
imposed by the Francb faction in 1775, the ruler of 
Oudh was deeper and deeper into the Oom- 

pony’s debt. In tix years that debt had riBen to a 
million and a half, chiefly on account of the British 
garrisons which alone stood between the Wazir and 
gencr^ anMcby. The two B^aans, his mother and 
grandmother, held large Jaghiis or grante of lend in 
Oudh, which they governed like aheolnte sovermgns 
from Fais£b 4 d, while they reteined for thtir own use, 
under a British gQaJan^e^ the rich treasure which 
belonged of right to Shujd-nd 4 auU*a son and hair. 
Asaf-ud-daul 4 knew that Hastings was in dire need 
of money to miintain the war, while be hixaeelf had 
no of helping him from his own treasury. If 

Hastings would not relieve him from the harden of 
maintiuning a British Contingent, he might perhape 
agieo to the Waiir’e plans for raiting money at the 
expense, among othee, of his nearest relatives, the 
Begems of Fai2ib6d. 

The Goveraoi-General listened to the Wariria pro¬ 
posals with a readinew shaipened by his knowledge 
• anlwr, StotlM, OMa 
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of the active part which the Bogiunn bad borne in 
Chait Singh’e revolt. Some of tbolr troope bod taken 
serrico with the of Benorcat and the country 
around Falz^b^ was openly hostile to tlio Englii^li 
and their ally. 

‘This town’—wrote Colonel Kannayon f^optonilxir 
H, 17H1, from Faiedblid'—'has jnoiatUo appearajice of 
belonging to Chait Singh than the Vialcr. Tho 
Regains have plaeod guartlH to provent any of my 
people going to tUo bfbu^r in it. Within tlii^Hc few 
days Sliaik Kh^, wltli near 1000 horao aiul foot, hue 
marched fVom lionce to Bunarn.’ A few OayH later 
Hancey rcpoi'tod that tho country from ValrAIAil to 
the Ganges wu 'in tlio utmoet foiiaont/ and that 
numbers of people, ho»o and foot, wore daily sont to 
Chait Singh from FairAbid. Middleton hinutolf au<) 
every Eoglisli ofHcor employed in Oudh 1‘epoi'teil ov 
testified to the same efiect^. 

On the iptli Septombor, 1781, ITastingH signed 
tbo Treaty of ChaoAr, wliicb relieved the KawAb* 
Waafr from tbo chief part of his military obligations, 
and empowered him to rosume at will all the jaghin 
within bU realm. Fifty-five lakha were a(tei*wardB 
pud into the Calcutta Troosury, with a promiso of 
twenty more to follow. Six days later tho Waxlr 
left Chanfir resolved, with HoBtinge’ virtual eoosont, 
not only to resume the Begama’ jogbirs, but to 
reclaim fhr bimaelf the paternal treasure locked up 
m the palace at FaiaAbid 


* Hill, AQber, Gltig. 
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Accoidipg to Burke, SUeridan, and Macaulay, the 
Wezir end the OoverDcr-Oonerel joined in a plot to 
rob two Udies, one of -whom was ‘ patent to one of the 
robber#.’ As a mattoi of fact, the robbery bad been 

coramittod in 177S ^7 

through the intorTantion of the British Itoaidoni In 
spito of Hftfltirgs’ wlouin potosta, tho Supreme Coun- 
m 1 thought fit to confinn the unrighteous haigain 
wWoh tlicir agent bad forced upon tlm young Waafr- 
Since then Hasting^^ had reluctantly but loyally 
stood by on tgrocnaonfe contrary to justice, policy, 
and good faiths Ho now saw bis way to plooo 
mattCM on a fftiim* footing. The Bogams, ho held, had 
oloarly forfeited all right both to their jaghirt and Uw 
treafiurofbem whioli tl»«y drew the means of plotting 
agftu\*t tlioir own soveroigu wd bis English olhce. 
So far fwm conniving at an act of wbbery, ho had 
pledged the Waair at Cbandr to grant bis kinewomon 
liborrJ pension# in exchange for tKo mjblary flofs 
which they had no lawful right to hold*. 

Aft«* his return to Lucknow, the Waziv^s courage 
began to fail him. Hie mother, the chief Begam, woe 
a woman of strong mind and violent temper, and 
Asaf-ud-dauM found many excuses for delaying the 
fulfilment of his late compact. But Haating# pinned 
him to his promiaa by threatening to withdraw his 
Resident and tho British troops from Oudh. Middle- 
ton, who bad cnoc more replaced Bi'iatow at Lucknow, 
was ordered to stand no more shuffling from the weak- 

' D«i>aUt if tht tfatm ifLordt. 
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kne&i ruler of that kingdom. Before tlic close of 17B1 
Hastings bad leemod enough to convince him that the 
Begams deserved small mci’cy at their kinsman’s hands. 
It wTiA sbo^vn bj evidence which afterwards satisfied 
bis judges in the Houko of Lords that they Imd helped 
Chait Singh with men and money, and fomejitctl in- 
eniTccUoit f^jainst their own sovcringn. In onlei* that 
the cvidcnco worked into his ‘Nuriatlvo’ of tin? late 
rebellion might bo duly attcstei), and that Micldloton 
might be fully infonned of Mh views nud wishes, lie 
poTfluaded Iinpcy, wlio had conic to sue him at J^unaixis 
in October, to extend bis jounrey to Lucknow, Impoy 
accordingly went thither, hud a talk witl* tho Resident, 
and took a number of affidavits duly rtigned before 
him on oath^. It is strange to think that Co harmless 
a proceeding should aftcrwaixlB have huon cliargod 
against lum as a crirno; still stiangcT that in this 
matter Macaulay should bavo followed In the wake of 
Sheridan and Burke. 

Baforo Hastings got back to Calcutta in Keliruary, 
17^2, the Waair bad token heart to fulfil hiH promises 
made at Cban^. Tho jaghli's woiu resumed In spite 
of an ttmod roslstanco. His Britisb tioops cntoiled 
the palace of Fais&b&d, and the two eunuchs who 
managed the Begams’ affairs wm‘C compelled by 
scanty fare and eonfinement in chains to disgoi’ge soma 
of the wealth stored up by the lato Woair- Tho 
money thus obtained was remitted to Calcutta, and the 
balance still due to the Company was ore long made 

' Stopbon, Impoy. 
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good from tbo rovonues of tlie re^umod j&ghii’a. After 
somo iDoatlia of further bondiigo, the cruelty of which 
was absurdly o^aggemted by HaaUnga’ occuasra, tha 
eunuoliB iiv December were aot free, under pevemptory 
inatructioUM from Ilaatinge hinteolf. The Begama, 
who had auffurud no indignitloa and very little die* 
oomfort, Uvud to Hond Ilaatinga * strong lotteiv of 
friendship aiul cominUoration * during hia trial hoforo 
the Ilouao of Lwdn. Tbo younger lady was ‘alive 
and hearty, and very rich/ when Lord Volcn^a visited 
Lucknow h\ 1 Ko^; and one of tho eunueba on tho aaino 
occftHion wim reported as being ‘ well, fat, and onor- 
mouftly ridj'/ 

liaHtinga' conduct throughout thcao ti'anaactiom, as 
well as his treatment of Oltut Siogb, woe condemned 
by the Court of Directors, and furnished gi'ounds for 
one of the charges on which ho was afterwards im* 
peached and acquitted. Tho despoiling of ibe Bogams 
would give bis euoinica a now handle for violent 
uiVQOtlvo, and commentators a tbeme for endless 
debate, In tlio eyes of Burke and bis followers 
whatever Has^ngs did 01* sanclloried was sure to be 
wrong. But to judge his acts by the torebllghts of 
paity projudicc and passion would be os unf^ as to 
judge Ihem solely by the ethical and political standarde 
of our own day, Apart finm tho question of public 
needs, bo bad no luasonto donbt that theBegams bad 
been ‘levying war against the Company,’ besides 
being a constant danger to the pea45e of Oudh. The 
‘ OUia» Impor, Wil«e&’i JIHe$ m ifia 


IVAff^EN J/AST/KOS 


1 85 

ixaumption of their jiig;hirs was & stroke of sound 
policy, which had been only too long dofcrred. The 
eeizore of the treasure was justified by the Bcgains’ 
conduct, both towei’ds the English and their own 
sovereign. As for the eunuobs, it socins absiu’d to 
hold Hastings accountable for ' toiturCH' whioli were 
novel inflicted, and for indignitlcH of whic'li, At the 
Umo. he noYor hoard. Oudh \vas atih in oflu(^t on 
mdoponduiit Statu ruloil by its own Hovevuign; and 
Hastings deemed It no part of his duty to inothlle with 
every detail of tlio mcasurus adopted by liis ally. 

Had Hostings been Imlf os greedy and unsciiipulons 
aa bis oncmlce bvod to punt him, hu might have 
returned homo ' rich beyond the dreams of avmdco;' 
rich enough to determine the vote of tlio House of 
ComiQons on any question airooting himsolf. He 
would ocrtainly have kept for his own use tlia ten 
Ukht of iiipoes which A8af-ud*daul(i hoil ^tfusuntod to 
him at Cliandr. But Instead of pocketing this gift, bo 
onured the Court of Dircotoi's tliat tlio whole sum 
would be expended in tliciv service, uulcss they 
allowed him, aa a speoial mark of tlioir appi'oval, to 
keep it for himself. The DiiGotoiv took no notieu of 
hie suggestion. Although ho accounted for every 
rupee of the money, the fact of ite acueptanco formed 
one of the charges on which Hostings was to be 
impeached by the Commons and acquitted by the 
Lords*. 


> Oloig, iMeM. 


(’IIAPTKR XII 


Tire CROweiKn Of a Grrat Carksr 
17K1-1785 

MRAyviiii.K in Rnglaivl fresh storms were brewing 
Against Governor whoso arhicvomeats in the far 
East were the one bright spot in iitb picture of Eng- 
land's uncertain struggle with a world in arms. The 
rancoox of Francis, who might have sat for Uilton’s 
iieliai or Pope's * fajoiliar toad/was doing its poisonoDS 
work. Borko’s foi^ sg^nsb the GoversoOeneral 
was inflamed not ontj by the arts of Frtnds, but by 
letters from his brother \ 7 illUin, then Agent with the 
B&Jd of Taxyoro, and a partisan of Xford Uacartnej in 
his frequent quarrels with the Soprome Coo&dL 
In tySi Sjord rtorth’e Ministry was replaced by 
that of Boekingfaaza, in which Burke’s party had a 
Issdiog voice. With the help of Dundss, they carried 
through the Commons a vote of censure on Hastings; 
and the Directors slavishly proceeded to recoTomend 
his recall. But in July a new Ministry under Lord 
Shelbome came into power, and the Court of Pr^ 
prietors, once more rallying to the cause of ti^eir old 
favourite, steadily refused to make him a scapegoat 



WARREN. NASTJNGS 


i8$ 

for otbcr men's sliortcomings. Tbo voto for recall 
vblcb bad passed the Board on tbo 02)id Octobor was 
thoroforo rosoiodod on the 31st. TJio Court of Pro- 
priotora plainly taxed tbo Db^eetors \vitb tbrowiog 
upon Hastings nil tbo blomo for moasiii’os arising 
nuunly out of tbeir owji coiiimands. Tbt^y deolorud 
that Ilastingn was doing bin Inwt to Inliig alwut a 
goncnul poACu, that liU coinlnct of tliu war Against 
Hublar aikI the Fivncli inoriCod tlio wormoNt appro¬ 
bation. and tliQt bia iticall at so oi iticid a momunt 
would bo ^ovldontly injmdouH to tbu intorustof tbo 
Company and tbo nation h* 

Early in 1783 Iinpcy roocivod tlio o^lo^ for bis 
rocall as voted by tbo Commons in tiio provious bfay. 
This was anotbor shaft from Fronois' (piivw. To tho 
strictures of tbo India House upon bis own conduct 
Eastings replied in binguago of indignant yot lofty 
acorn. Ho had boon arraigned bcfoixi tho people of 
England for ‘acts of such coinpUeaiud aggravation 
tliat, if they woi'O true, no punuhmunt short of death 
could atone for tlio iiijury whloli tbo intorwt and 
credit of tbo public hcua sustaiuodin thorn/ To every 
statemont made on behalf of Cliait Singb bo offerod a 
flat denial ' Tho man whom you have thus ranked 
among the princes of India will bo astoniahod wbon 
he hem of it—at an oloration so unlookcd for/ He 
taunted tho Directors with becoming tho advo¬ 
cates against tbolr own intorceU. In spite of tbs 
dlMculties which, ibanke to the home powers, bad so 
' aub«r. 
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long beaci hiro, ho pleased himself intb the hope that, 
in future records of the C^pany's rvle, ‘ thU term of 
ita frdminis^tion will appear not the leaet oonduciTe 
to the iotorcsts of the Company, nor the least leflca* 
live of tho honour of tho Ihitish namo.’ Gratitude to 
his utaMers had hitherto koiit hlro futhful to his 
trust. But n<nr it only mnauicd for him to declare 
his intention to resign their xervtco as soon as he 
could do so without prejucKcc to tbiur al^rs. Should 
they iiisint on ordering him to restore Chait Singh to 
his former portion, ho would instantly ^to up his 
station and their eorvioc’. 

The oliallcngu ilius diroetly hurled in March, 1783, 
was nut to he prompdy taken up. Chut Singh re¬ 
mained in eomfortahle exile at Gwalior, and Benares 
bdcamo a BriU^h province. Hastings sei*vcd on for 
yoi two ycara, chafing often under fresh annoyances, 
but patiently working out his schnnes for the general 
good. At the council-board ho was constantly opposed 
by Macphcison and Stables, and could not always 
reckon upon Wholer's vote. The Governor of iUdras 
rebellod againefc every order received from Calcutta, 
and inflamed the minds of the Directors with angry 
complaints against ihOT Ooveraer-GonersL Hasdngs’ 
agents at Lucknow and Benares were again rep l aced 
by friends of Francis and nomincoa of the India House. 
At homo Lord Shelhune’a Ministry, if less unfriendly 
j tg predoecssor, was too weak to give him any 
effectual support, and in April its place was taken by 

• atber. 


WAHHEN HASTWCS 


1 ^ 

the Coalition MiuiBtiy of Lord Koi’tb and Fox, in 
whioh room was mado for Franois* tool and mouth- 
ploco, Edmund Pmko. 

Such a conjunction boded ill botli for Hastings and 
the Court of Directors. But KingOooigo bimsulfwns 
alive to the fody of rocalliiig a Qovemor wIioho work 
in India was still to complete; and his in toi mo dial ike 
to tliu gi’oat Whig Inulur imd all l)is party hul|xKl 
to crmui'o tiro of Fux'h India BiU, wldoU tumod 

at tianAfurring the whole govoi'nnicut of India fitim the 
Company to bo von Diivchun appointed hy iho Minis¬ 
try, ftud rowovablo only upon an addrees ft'om Parlia- 
moat. In spite ofBurku'K olcijuoncu and a majority 
in the House of Cousmoos, tbo bill was tlirowa out 
by tbo Lords in Dooombor, and tho your 17^4 opened 
on & new Ministry, hoadod by ’Willmm Pitt\ 

In November, 1783, tbo Court of Proprietors bad 
carried, all but unanimously, a vote of thanks to 
Eastings for bis many and invaluablo services. To 
bim and bis frioccla tbo outgoing Ministry gnvo noarly 
all tbo O'oeUt for tbcu* defeat. Among tbo sow 
Ministers ho bad lovoxni warm friends, and hardly 
one enemy, except Dundas. Sven Dundaa, wbo had 
steadily denounood bis foiuign policy, Boumod for tbo 
moment dawled by the latest pioofe of Heatings’ 
sucoeas in tbo fields of war and diplomacy. ‘ I once 
thought’—wow bis words to Major Scott—‘that be 
could not make peace with tbo Maxdtb&s; but 1 have 
been mistaken. His relief and support of the Kamatic, 

* QI«iS, Aubar, Sir 0. La^ii’e SritaOi. 
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biB impi^ovomenti of the revenuce of Be&gaJ» bis Bpint 
&iid activity, claim STory de^ec of praise that 1 can 
bsstov upon him, and every support that hU M^eety's 
mbutcis can aifui’d him 

In 17^;^ Hostings had fairly rccovoi^od from a seriocB 
illness wliidi }»oful him in tUo previous year, dolayin^^ 
for soinu inoutlis tlio progrew uf his acbnmistrativo 
Inbotirs. By tliia tiiiio tlio puppet Bmporor of Delhi 
ivas tmTilni; eyes of appeal towarcle the rulon of 
Bui^gal. With ft view to giving him what help he oould, 
Hustings Hunt two Buglish envoys to biscouii. Their 
loixjrta eonvinoed him of Sluih Alum's prefeniseo foi* 
an BngHsU alUunoe to the kind ofsoivioo which M6* 
dhaji Sindhia was pnpai’cd to offer him. But the 
Oevomor-Oonoia], hampered by timid or opposing 
colleagues, found that ho could not inteifere to aoy 
good purpose; and Sindhia, in the following year,, 
was ruling os Bh^ Alam’s ehoson lieutenant over 
tho provinoos that itill belonged in name to the 
House of Bibar 

Lord Uacortooy's insolont defiauco of the Supreme 
CounclTs orders, especially with regard to the Hawib 
of Aroot and the negs>tiationB with Txph, would 
hare boon cut short by his suspendon from office, bad 
Hastings' coUeaguos seconded their chief. It tried 
his patience sorely to see Fowke mismanaging affairs 
at Benares; while Bristow’s unauthorised meddling 
at Lucknow gave just offence to the Wasir’s ministers, 
and upset all Hastings’ schemes for the better govem- 
^ (3l9l^. * Mill. E««aa 
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ment of Oudb. Hia oolWftgnos eapporled Btistow 
agaioat the Nawilb-Wazlr. Whelcr at Inat gave in, 
and in January, 1784, Bristow -was recoiled. In tho 
middle of the next monili Haatings sot out on Lia last 
tour up-country to Renaros and Ltickuow *. 

By that time liis j^lonch Mend Impoy wak on hia 
way homo to dofond Iiimsolf triumpliaiUly I«'foro the 
Coiiunoiis fi*oui all tluj cli/iigt'K wliieh Burko and 
FranciH broiight agaiiiKt him. l^y that time also be 
had token a fnml farcwull of Mix. U»Hlh)g« j wlidee 
failing hcalbli had oaxised him <lucp onxii^ty for many 
montlia post. To part, even for a year, bxnn ono who, 
in Gloig’a words, liad long been ‘blx frinnil, lila confi¬ 
dant, hia solace, hisaopremo duliglit,' for Hcuftlngs 
a bittor trial. Ho had hoped to eliare Iter homeward 
voyage; but duty bold him a year longca* to his 
lhanklees post. The peace with Tipd was still 
to settle; the quaiTcl with Macartney still raged ; a 
famine had broken out in Upper India which tliroat* 
enod to reach Bengal, and the airulm of Oudh called 
for his personal supervision. 

At PatnA he met bis klnamon, Captain Turner, 
whom he had dcspatcliod a year before on a mission to 
tho infimt Lama of Tibet. On his joui’ncy from Baxtr 
to Banaros, he was aaddenod by frequent traces of long 
prevwliDg drought,and* fatigued 'by piteous compbdnts 
from tho sufferers who thronged his path. In the dty 
of Benares ho found matters well ordered under tho con¬ 
trol of Muhammad Baza Khfin, while the surrouudlng 
' F«rrMi. 


UST TOUR 


m 

districts bad euf^rod act more from famine than offioi&l 
misrule. Ho fonmded to bis OoqocU a 'well'lsdd 
plan for roformmg tbe loc&l admmistmtionHis 
sUy at Lucknow extended from Apiil to tbo latter 
put of August. Ho suceoedod in roscuing tlio Wadr'a 
fionneui} ftoiu utter wi’ock, and placed tbo govomment 
in tbe linridH of two able and trustwoxtliy ministers. 
At FalxiilHUI ho mode friends of the Begems by 
rcstoibig to tliom a part of tboir Joghlrs. 

In Suptuniboi’Hastings soilod down tbe mia^swollea 
Ganges to Bunuos, aecompaniod by the young Sbib- 
tttda, Prince Jaw^ Bakht, who bad flod from Delhi to 
Luoknew ill quest of aid for* bis father from tbe perils 
that oneompuseed him. Hastings took a fancy to his 
youthbil visitov and a friendly interest in hie story. 
But lio could only advise the prince to mtuin home 
and look to Sindhia for the protection his father 
nucdoil fi'om the fights and plottings within his own 
capita)» njid from the onovoaolimentH of Sikh In¬ 
vaders on Uughal ground ^ His letters to bis wife at 
this period aio full of matter likely to interest one 
who bad so long shared bis public caru as well as bis 
private oxpcjiuncce. Of bis way of life he writes^ ‘I 
eat sparingly i I never sup, and am generally in bed 
by ten. 1 broalcfust at six. I bathe with cold water 
dailyi and while I was at Lucknow, twice a day.’ If a 
heavy harden still weighed upon his mind, the business 
which now occupied it was light, uniform, * and with 
little vexation.’ And, unless evexybody was conspiring 
‘ Fom«t * Pormt, Qtolg. 
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to <]eceiTe him, ‘ all iimka of people ^'cro ploascO, not 
because 1 did good bub 1 <ccause I did iw iU 

The nerws of Whelei*’8 dcabb quickened his return 
to Calcutta. At BonArcs> wbero ho paiiod from tlu) 
Shah£dda> the bar© brown fiolda wein now green 
with tlio ])roitnse of a lidi and Ida uioumuixih 

foi* ifforiiiing abuKos wcio aliva^ly bearing amue fruit. 
On fcliQ 4tU November ho K'achod l/abuitta, wIiito a 
acidduig liittcr fmm tlio India 1 {oum^ awa Itod b inn Tlii a 
was soon followwl by titUngw of Plttn ImUa IbU, 
which placed tbc Company o* a poUti<'aI po\rer under 
the direct control of a Mhibstmial lloanl. HjwUngs 
folt that sumo pahsagun of Pitt’s apoeoh in aupport of 
this moasui*© wore virtually lovelled at bimwlf. Ho 
was 'Utorally siok of suspeuae,’ and a furtlior study 
of the Bill coDviuced him that hia resiguatiun was 
* espected and denred.’ As soon as Macplicraon 
should pledge himself to respect the new nirangrmenb) 
made with the ndcr of OudU, ho would prepare for 
his homeward voyage. 'I will widt f<ir no advices' 
—ho wi'Oto to Miu HaatingH—' They liavo given me 
my freedom and opened tho wa*! to my happinosa.’ 

One of his last acts as Governoi'-Cxt.'ncral was to 
review the tiwpe which had fought so Ittavcly under 
Colonel Pearso against Haidar Ali and his son. Aa ho 
rodo bareheadcd> in a plain bluo coat, along tlie 
dimmisbod ranks of Sopoys drosaod in motley and 
patched uniforms, the cheers that greeted him showed 
the strength of his bold on the affbotions of the 
’ oiei^ 
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Bong&l army. Swords of honoor were bestovod on 
Poaree and two of his officers \ and the Colonel, whom 
Hastings was ' proud to oall bis friend/ was requested 
publicly to thank his officers and men for tbdr past 
Borvicos. Not wore Goddard's soldiers forgotten. 
Kvory Sopoy who lied suxwl in Southoin or 'Wostern 
India ivcoiTod a modal, and to ovory soldier, wbito or 
black, in (^thor army was granted an increase of his 
loontLly pay 

In tlic last year of hia rule Hastings had helped to 
found Iho Asiatic Sociutyi whose first President was 
Sir >VllUain Jojioe, the next Chief Justice of Bongid. 
M^ul'cn Hontings was the first Enghshman who 
pci'Buadud the Pandits of Benares to unlock tbc 
treasures of Sanskrit literature, and to ud hiro in 
oodifybg tho Hindu laws. He encouraged scholars 
Uko IdulKod, Andoison, and Hamilton, to translate and 
ari’angc tho omront law-books, Hindu and Mubam- 
modau. Of art, as well as science and loamlng, 
ho showed bimsolf a liberal and discomisg patron. 
Imlioff waa but tho fiitt of several paiatom for whom 
his bounty or bis iniluonco secured a luoraUvo career 
in tho East. Zoffany psdnted bis * Last Supper * for 
Uio now ohuToh of St John in CalcutU, the first stone 
of which was laid by Wbalor, as Hastings' deputy, in 

April, 1784*. 

Tbo last few weeks of his stay in India wei'O spent 
JD working up all arrears of public basinoss, in 
' Stubbe. 

* QJcis, NewtD&B*» ifmuftoo* to CWntSa. 
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dovlsmg schemes of rcircachmortt and loform, 
in rocuving farewell addresses, and In wntizig farewell 
lettei's to all tbo nativo chiefs and priiicos conneoted 
with his Qoverament, On tl^o 2 at Fobmaiy, 17^15, ho 
banded over tlio hep of tlto Treasury mid Fort 'William 
to his Bocond in Cunnell, Sir John Muephoixon. Ho 
took luivo of luH oolleagiieu in woixIm of unfoi^ned 
kindliness and largo hope. A omw«l of hdcndK and 
admiroiK gitoted him ns, iur the but iiuu', lio oiitrrud 
bis hoUHO at Allpur, new the nbudo of tlm biontouauU 
Oovurucvof lloiigal. Tiiut afternoon thiiMi intimate 
fVlonds aoco)npanio(l him to the CIluU, anti went wbJi 
him down tho rivor to Kijii. On tlio i<tb ioUmry, 
178^, they loft blm on board tlio whioh 

boro him bomowards to tho land ho hml not soon for 
sixtoon yoais. 

The foregoing pngos liavo shown wli&t kind of work 
Wanon Hastings wrought for hiR masters during the 
thivtoon yoait of his I’ulo in Bengal. In 1772 be 
found that largo and fertile pi’ovinoo siiulc in general 
wretchodncaa and disordor. Outaulo tho trodiug 
factories and the Biitlsh cantonments cIiooh roigned 
supremo. Law and justJoo and civil or<ler wore words 
of little meaning. Tbo btroog uveiywhoro preyed 
upon the weak; the mass of tbo people wore opprcHscd 
and plundered alike by tbo Nawdh’s own ofHcers and by 
the servants of on English tiading-company. Bauds 
of robbeit and gangs of revenue agents corriod oS 
wbat woi* and famine had spared. Tbo Naw&Vs 
gOTemzDont was powerless for any good purpose, 
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while the of tUe Company rented on no rules 
oxcept t^OBO of the oouQtuig-bouse and the bsrr&clc. 
And tbd^ had no udiomo of foreign polic; fit to cope 
with the dfljigers that surenndod Bengal. 

AB (hie ILurtings set himself to amend or to form 
anew. Tlio diangcs wrought hy hU domoetic and bis 
foreign policy mark a very important opooh in our 
Imlioa history. Before his time no port of British 
India pOKHcssud A govornmont worthy of the oame. 
His grnius and onorgy first gavo clear* and pennsnent 
shapo to what hod boon a more fudu indiffMtaqu 4 
molcM. The oduiiuUtratiTo system which ho built up 
in tliOBo thiiicon ycai*s i*emfl.iii6 essentially the system 
of the present day. As ho said himself in bis written 
defosoQ before tlra Loi*dfl, ' Every division of official 
bualncKS, and ovory dopartuent of Oovernnont ’whioh 
now oxista in Bongsl, • • * ato of my formation. The 
ostablislktncnt formed for the sduiisistratlon of the 
rovonuo» the institution of the courts of civil and 
criminal juKtico in the province of Bengal and its 
immediate dcpoudQrioiOB> the form of Oovoromont 
ostablishod for tho piovlneo of Benares. .. ’wore 
created by mo. Two great souross of revenue, opium 
and salt* were of my creation. ... To sum up all, 1 
maintamed the provineeaof my immediste adroiaistra* 
tion in a state of peace, plenty, and security, when 
every other member of the British empire was involved 
in extomal wot or civil tumult 

Heatings had not oixly given a strong and stable 
‘ «/•/» Tri»l ^ Wvrn Batlingt. 
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gcvermsenfe to Bengal; he bad gradually ralaed the 
Company into n commanding place among the chief 
political powoi’a in India. Ho mode no concjuebhj; 
but Ilia treaties and Ilia subsidtai*y ays'tcm |tavcd the 
way for tbo final ovortlirow or iluibat of ovory power 
that sought to binder tliu gixfwtli of our IC^intoiii 
uiupiio. 

Anothoi' paoeage ironi tlic ^uipor already rjuoted 
sums up tlio main aoUluvoincnte oC hia vulo 

‘Tlio valour of otlitu uwjuired; I onlaigud, imtl 
gave aliapo and cemaiatenoy to tliu dominiun whleli 
you hold tlioro; I presorvod It; I Hcnt forth ita orjnioR 
witb an offuQtual, but cconoiniool bond, tlirough un¬ 
known and boatilo rogioiiA> to tbo support of your 
other poHMsionB i to tbo rotriovul of one fi'om dcgiv 
dation and dishonour, and of the other fi^in uttur Iosh 
and aubjection. I mainUiuod the w&id wbiolr wore 
of your formation or that of otben, mut of mi'ne. 
1 won one moinboi' of tbo gmt Indian Confixlorncy 
from it [tbo Nbcfim] by an act of seaaonablo mti* 
tution^ with anothoi* [Uudajl libonsla] 1 mointainod 
a seorct intei^courao, and converted him into a fiicud; 
a third [Sindhia] 1 druw off by diversion and negotia¬ 
tion, and employed him oe tbo inskumont of poacu.... 

I ocoomplkhed a poaeo, and I hope an everlasting one, 
with one great State [tbe Ifardtb^], and I at least 
a 6 )rded the afheient means by wbieh a peace, if not 
80 durable, more soaaonable at least, was aocompllsbed 
with another [Mysoi*©].' 

When we remember under what conditions all this 
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work was accoin|Jishod by a man wbo bad bod no 
apetuol training for such tasks, who was conUnually 
homporcil by bostila or unoartain coUsag;uce, by 
fractions oi' itntriistwortby Buboi’dioatoe, by half> 
hcai'to^], weak, or boaoberous allies, by a cap^ous 
and iliHtruatlui Court of Diruetoiv, by unsparing 
BswkiluHtH in tlio Uuiiso of Ooinmoas, and by Ministara 
wlio UHCil liiin os ft luero pawn in tboir polliical game, 
wo C4i.n only wondor tlio mm at tUo voraatUo genius, 
tlku patient untiigy. tlto dauntless solf-roUanoo, tbs un> 
yielding grasp»tbo stubborn yot pHablo ati'ongtb of 
will, wliieh onablod Iniu, oftun sisgla^baudod, in spite 
of all biudranoofl, to bring so many of hta sobemss for 
tho gonoral good to a prosperous issue. Even blacau* 
lay, wbo itnds bim wanting in reapoot feu* tho rights 
and in syinpathy for tlio sufferings of otbers^wbioh 
is not truo—payK all duo boinago to bisgiuat qusHtios 
as siatoMuian and rulov, and boars admiring witness 
to * ids dauntlowi oouvago, bis bonouiablo poverty, bis 
fui'Vcnt xeal for tho iatcreets of tho State, his noble 
equanimity, tried by both oxtromos of fortune, and 
never diNturbod by oiUior.’ 

For official industry Hastings cao hardly have 
boon euipnasud by Dalbousie himself. In of6«al 
courage ho sooms to stand alone, because none of hia 
suoccHsors had to encounter all tlie triala and diaad> 
vantages winch fell to his lot. That be made many 
roiatakes during bis long rnle, through ignorance or 
imperfect information; that be changed his opinion 
and was somerimos biassed by bis feelings; Ibat he 
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sometines judged crroneoxifOy and acted wrongly, is 
only to admit, with Horace Wilson, that ho was Uko 
other men. Ec was not, however, aa Wilson has well 
aaid, ‘judged like otlmr men; but every nnsstako or 
rDjsconcoption, every hasty improHsion, every fluctuat¬ 
ing purpose, every injudieious r^'xoJntion, waa hunted 
out, made public, and array(>d in cvidunco against 
him*.' i’ew Htatesmen imh^etl liavc jutid ko lujavily 
fovtho sins of otluT men, or have Buflbri'd kucIi cruol 
and prolonged injiiKtico froni tlm ^HWaiuiLs and pi^o- 
judieos, both personal and politwrvl, of tlnur own ago. 
In view of the evila wonght oven now by party 
rancour and political prejudice*, His cAxy to understand 
how Haa^nge’ pro-eminent services to lun country 
came to ho rewarded, in his own worrls, * with con¬ 
fiscation, diBgraco, and a life of iinpeachincnt,’ And 
much of the evil wrought by the malignity of Francis 
and the eloquence of Eurko and Sheridan still lives 
in the ‘ splendid romance ’ woven by Macaulay out of 
documents whioli a calmer and moix) careful workman 
would have conned with very diflbront eyes. 

• WiWft «« iTtU. 
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HAH'l'IMOi IH ISNflLAND 

I7«<rl8i8 

02« t\in 13th Jiino, 1785, Haibinge kaded at 
Plyuujiitli, aftpr a voyago eompMativo^y short and 
vUolly imuvc^ilfal, except for 4 brief stay at St. 
Holuniv. Hn had oioploycd much of bia Umo in 
writing a nruratlvo of tlio )aNt three noncbi of 
hie nth, ami in putting aomo odos of Horace Into 
a modem KngliKh drciia Ilia bao yet scholarly 
rondciing of ilio ‘ Otmm divoa regat' ehowa the sklU 
of a gmooful TOTKlilor in adapting the old poet’a 
thougliia to Uib own oxpurivQcea. The following 
Rtaii;tai whloU IuUh its own tale, may bo taken u a 
fair auTuplo of bin literary ciaftamonsbip;— 

* Hu n«n> IiIm 7«<ioo of mind Bnooy, 

L««t prluV^i IIm hiu anno doalroj, 
labor'd yi«n Iiatq inn ; 

K(»r park'd oominittoM bnmk tia mi, 

Hor avAiHcn Hunda Mm forth in qu<«( 

Of ollmca bcpoath U\a ns.' 

first oaro of oourso waa to rejoin hia beloved 
wife, who had been graoiously received at Court by 
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tho austoro Queon Char}ot6c. Hor husband found 
himself equally lionourcd by the King, •n'biJe one at 
least of the Ministers, Loid Cluincellor Tlmrlow, 
gi’ootcd him as an old hiend. Kveit Dundas. who liad 
l>eeome President of tho now Boanl of C^nitiol, 
rcoeivod him with all appax'cnt favour, The ( 'omi of 
Biroctow uniinimoasly tliaukwZ him for Iiik <*nnn('nt 
services- Ho found himself in short, to ubc his own 
•wor<ls, ' cvciywhm ami univoi'sally tx'eat<5d with 
cvulcriocs, appaxoxxfc even to xiiy oxvii olwervalion, that 
I possess Uio good oimiioii of the ctnintry.' If any 
sbadovT of coming trouble ever wowed his path, If he 
still at times regretted that Ixis wife ha«l not become 
a m other, tho man a buoyaut, hopeful spirit aeon passorl 
out into tho auusbiDO of present Ixappinctw and of 
dreams that might some day be fulfille^l. One dream 
of his childhood was fulfilled thwo years later, whon 
the greatex* part of Daylesford f<dl by piircbaso into 
his bands, Thu vast fortuno which his foes accused 
him of baTJDg extoxted from tl;y princuM and people of 
India amounted only to ^'Ho.ooo, husidcs half that sum 
settled upon his with. For a Govcmor-Ocnoxal of 
eleven years' standing this was a very modest saving 
horn an income of <^*25,000 a year 
Hastings* diuams of peace fhoxn persecution and of 
some public reward for his past services were scon 
to be rudely dispelled. In June» 1785, Burke bad 
prodaimod to the House of Commons his Intention to 
' make a motion respecting the conduct of a gentleman 
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just return fid fi'om Id the following Febmeiy 

he Cfiitied out hie threat by jnoviDg for copies of 
various papers hcariitg on the case in band. Id spite 
of rebuffs from the Ministry, ho pwBonted in April 
a list of tlio charges which, with Francis’ help, bo had 
already IVawud against the Indian Vorres, the modern 
Nero stw-ped in tbo blood of a helplcea nation. A 
long aiiHwoi' in dofonco. hostily •written at five days’ 
DOtioo, aird roful out in part by Hastings Uimaelf 
bofoio Mio Commons, was hoard with a deference 
which its auUior mistook for appiwal. ‘ It insturtly 
turned all minds to my own way,’ he wrote to a 
ftiond in India \ 

From tliU delusion bo was awakened in June, when 
Burke ontorod on his first ohugo—tho hhlag out of 
British soldiers 'for tbo purpose ef extirpating the 
innocent and holploss people’ of Bobilklrand. On 
tills clrargo Burke and hia friends were decisively 
beaten. On tbo :3tir Fox opened the ohargo of 
wanton cruelty and gross extortion practised by 
HflstingH on the Itsjah of Benares. Pitt's speech on 
this occasion took both parties by surpriso. After a 
long and ablo defence of Hastiugs' conduct on the 
main points at issue, ho declared his intention to vote 
for tho impoacbment, because Hr. Hastings had 
cloai'ly 'Intondod to punish Chart Singh with too 
mnoK severity/ The nroet probabb reason for so 
sudden a change of front was political expediency 
alona Hastings was the Jonah whose presence 
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endftDgcrcd the ship of Steie. Many of Pitt's fol* 
lowers flocked into the same lobby with those of Fox 
aod Burke, the liostilo voto wa^i uurlcd by a 
majority of tlrn ty-nino. 

In Fcbruaiy, 1787, tho charge concerning tho Oadh 
Begams waa opened liy Slicridan. in iv long apocoh, 
wkosQ daxxliiig clofpicnco played over a rich field of 
falsehoods, fallacies, exaggerations, and ImIMnitha. 
Pitt joined in ibo attack upon Kaatingtt, whose guilt 
•was aftirinwl by a majority of nearly tlirco to ono- 
Tlic work of accusation wont on ho triumphantly, 
that the CoinnioQfl on tho lOtU May decided to 
impeach Waircn Hastings for high Crimea and miS' 
demeanours at the bar of the House of Lords. Thitbei’ 
on the Slat the great Oovemor was brought by the 
Sergoant-at-Anns to hear the articles of hiH impeach¬ 
ment read out by Burko. A committee of twenty 
commoners, beaded by Burke himself, w&s appointed 
to conduct tho trial of a man who doserved tho 
highest honouis that his country could havo bestowed. 
The real author of the impcaclimeAt, Philip Brands, 
was Tory properly oxcladcd, in spite of Burke’s 
pleadings, from a place upon tlic committee. But he 
was allowed to attend their meetings, and to aid them 
liberally -with the fruits of his misapplied talents and 
inventive spit©, 

The remainder of that year Hastiogs spent in pre¬ 
parations for his defence. Three banisters, 

Law, Dallas, and Plumer, worked aealoualy on his 
behalf in concert with the f^thful Major John Scott, 
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&nd bu friends m Indie busiod thomselved wifb 
collectbg tnetimociais «ad ‘ otbor crcdiUble yonobere,’ 
from tlio V017 people wbom bo woe said to beve 
plundoitid and oppressed. On ibd 13th Fobrnarj, 
17^S, bogan In Westmlnstor Hall the famous trial 
whoso opening soQiio inaplied ouo of the most splendid 
passages that over come from Macaulay’s pon. Into 
tide scono Hastings oniored in 'a pluio, poppy> 
ooloured suit of clotlics*.' His small, spun figure 
WM still upright, and bis bearing showed a due 
mixturo of doforonce and dignity. K high foroboad, 
with arched aysbrows overhaDging aoft, sad eyes, 
which presently dashed defiance on his aeousers^, 
a long sensitive nose that eonti’sstcd with tbs films r 
lines of his mouth and chin, and the calm palloi* of an 
oval face fravicd in brown waving hair,>‘^al! sesmed 
to harmordeo witli the loading traits of bis obaractoT 
and tho chof^uersd story of his past life. 

Two days woio spoat in roadlog oat the twenty 
ohargvs and tho dofendani’s replies to eaob. Burke'a 
opening speech on the whole ouo lasted through four 
days, and di^ove some of his heai’u's into bysterical 
fits with its revolting details of imaginary ctimos and 
atrocities almost beyond belief. The speaker’s long- 
winded yet BOul-sUrring eloi^ueneo drew forth some 
words of praiso oven from the hardhoaded Thurlow, 
and mads H astlnga fancy himself the monster whioli 
Burke was punting him in a rich variety of phrase. 
But there were some at least of Burke’s audience 
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whom all that flow of fcurhid oratory loft finally 
masters of thomselves. Fanny Burney, for mstaace, 
has vividly dcbciibed tho difFerent atagcs of feeling 
through which sho pawed, fioxti the bigUcHt admira¬ 
tion of the oroWs varied powere, tliiough somo 
momontii of j^huor doapwr fur the cause of l laMtinga, 
down to tho perfect cHnupoatuti wUli wliicli sho 
followed Bmke’H latci* comments ami tlwlew, wlion 
his ehaigcH hccanio moro gimnid luid bin violonco 
more and nioxo uncmitrolh^il. TUon indcwl, ‘tbero 
appcajcd nioio of study than of tnith, iuc»rc of in¬ 
vective than of justice, and in Abort eo littio of proof 
to 80 mucli of paaaion, that in a very short tirao I 
began to lift up my head, my scat was Jio longer un¬ 
easy, my cycB wero indlflcrcut whieK way they 
looked or what object caught thorn} ’ until at last she 
found heiself ‘a more spectator in a public place,' 
looking calmly about her with opwa-glass in liand *. 

The next sittings of tho Court mne tideen up in 
diseuB^g points of piocedaro, in bearing the speeches 
of Fox and Grey on tho Benares ebaigo, in reading 
documents, exaroining xvitnessOH for tho prosecution, 
and liatooing to the Uanagers' last words. In the 
middle of Apr il one of the Managers opened tho charge 
concerning the Sogams, which was summed up early 
in June by Shorldanin a long, sarcaatio, highly glitter¬ 
ing speech, that ended by Ms ticking gracefully into 
Burks's arms. Thereupon the Courti having sat for 
thirty-five days, adjourned to the following year. 

> Qleis, Debrctt, Hurley's 5t>r4«. 
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Tlie Kifig’ft illnedj in autumn led to stoimy debates 
on tbo Beg:oncy, and tba trial could nob pnoeod 
before April, 1789. Aflor seventeen sittings taken up 
with the third cLargo, whloh concerned the receipt of 
pi’oaunte, tlvo Lords again adjourned. In 1790 Par- 
liaiQont woe dissolvorl, and the great trial made very 
littlo progroes. In Uio following May the Managoie 
wont tlnough tho oluirge of oovruption, a nd tho 
niaining choigos were dropped by general consent. 
That yuara sittings olosed wi^ tho 1‘oadisg of 
Hoatinge' dofunoo; a powerful and temperate state' 
ment of tho foots which wont to prove not only tho 
groatnoes of his public sorvlooSi but hia onUro in- 
noooaos of tlio wrong'daing laid to his oluirge. On 
Uic latter point he laid partioulai stress, (liiclsdming 
and protesting against the notion that he had dwelt 
upon hia movUs aud soivices merely as ’a let-otf 
against oonfeasod otfencos.’ If be was guUty of those 
oftbncce lot him bo convicted, ho said, and punished 
aecoiding to his dcsoits. ‘ bfo, my Lords; I have 
t^uhlod you with this long recital, not os an extenu¬ 
ation of t])o oriznes wbioh have been imputed to me, 
but an on aigumont of the impoaeibility of my having 
ooinmittod thorn*.’ 

So strong indeed was Hastings’ belief in his own 
innocoDoo, that he begged his judgeSf if it eo pleased 
tbezn, to pass tboir decision at ones upon the case as 
it then stood. But moio than thi’ee yoars had yet to 
elapse bofore that dewion was pronounced. Two of 
‘ Vfiattt. 
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those 7oar8 were spent la hearing tho ceee foi* the 
defence, which Law, the fataro Ellenburough, 
opened with a long, masterly, and temperate specdi, 
that made his name, says Biougliant, botli as a lawyer 
and a spcakcr> and soon raised lihn to ' tho highest 
walka of the hai*/ At last, in 1794, the Managers 
replied upon the sovcml cIuu^ck; l^ortl <>)inwAlIis, 
frwh from lij« snocesHful riilo in India, gave timely 
evidence in 1 fastings’ favour; an«l Burkes Jlnidly 
summed up tlio case against him in a violent sporch 
nine days long, winch exhaustccl tlie wholes vocabulary 
of liccusod vituperation. It wan ui fact unu prolonged 
yell of foul-mouthed fury, of whieli Law solomnly 
afRrmed in tho House of Cominons, that * the English 
language did not afford oxprossIonH mote giosi», violont, 
abusivo, and indecent than tlioee which the hlanagcr 
bad UBcd.’ Tho best pasaagcs in tliat K2>cceb, he added, 
were but ' sublime and beautiful imnsonsc; at other 
times his expressions were so vulgar and illiberal, 
that the lowest blackguard in a boar-ganlun would 
have boon ashamed to utter theni^.’ Burke’s groat 
mind was clearly lasing its balance with the uttor loss 
of what temper ho had over* possessed. 

In February, Lords proecccicd to discuss 

in committee the bearing of the evidence on eacli 
charge. Thurlow’e old place on the Woolsack was 
then ffUed by Lord Loughborough; but the lato 
Ohancollor still took tho lead by tight of long expe* 
rieocs and sound judgment in the closing business of 
‘ DflbrotU 
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6hat loQg IvItJ. By the end of M&rcb tbo ^mcoeiiM 
(quantity of mbbkb aod trash,’ as Thurlow callod it, 
bail boon sifted of ‘ the rery little evidence' it coa- 
tainod, ami on the z^rd April the final vordiot was 
proolaimod with dne loletnidty ia tbo gieat Ball 
■whore HaetingK had fint boon solemnly itapsached- 
Of tbo poors who had aat through tbo whole trial 
twenty •nine only roniiunod. On the fiist two aitldos 
of obATgo twenty-throe doolarod Eastings ^ITot Quilty.’ 
On two obuges of conopUon ho was unanimously 
ooc^uittod, and on the lomeining oounte tbo advene 
votes rangod bom two to five. Eighteen of the 
twenty-nine, including Lord Tburlow and Axchbitbop 
Markham, aoqultted him on every oouni, while Lord 
Mansfield voted agunst bus on one count only> which 
involved a question of law rather than Justice^. 

After seven years of cruel suspense the great Pro- 
consul had won a victory which pleased tbo pubUo. 
but loft Irim in point of worldly fortune a luined man. 
Ho had no ponaion, ho bod boon living np to bis 
income, and tbo legal costs for bis defence esceodod 
4^70,000. For him there was small chance of public 
offico undor any ministry led by Pitt or Fox. Pitt 
curtly declined to aid him in obt^ing money from 
tbo public pnrso. Tho Lii’octors and Proprietors of 
the Company bo bad served ao well, concurred m 
voting him a bandacme pension and a sum of monoy 
for bis legal expeusee. But tbo Board of Control with¬ 
held their sanction, and the Diroctors finally granted 

‘ I>ebt«ti, iWuUsc. 
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him a pension of j^4,ooo for twenty-sight ycax& and a 
half from tho dato of Ms return home, with a loan of 
j^5o,ooo free of interest. Their bounty enabled him 
to Uto on at Daylssford in dignified case, amid roch 
happinosa as good hoalth, a good Gonseieneo, a loving 
wife, the eompany of book** and old friends, regular 
exorcise, and the varied pursiiita of a country squire 
could bestow. Congratulatory lotted and addiosses 
from nearly all parte of India, from people of all 
ranks, classes, ereocia, and colours heliod the perBistont 
Cftlummee of bis impoacbers, and consoled him, as ho 
declared, *for tho want of money to thi‘ow away on 
the luiuriea of a fam and a greonhouee, and on the 
tax of a town residence 

Tho quiet tonout of life at Dayioaford was varied 
by yearly trips to London with his wife, and by viats 
to the Impeya at Newick or to some other of his old 
friends, who in their turn hecamo his guests. At 
home he busied hitaself with brooding hoMaes, trying 
new of food upon his cattle and new methoda 
of growing barley, with laying out and cultivating his 
gardens, and with many attempts te rMso frxiits and 
vegetables from fridian seeds. He kept up his old 
Indian habite of early rising and cold bathing. After 
an hour spent in hU library he would breakfast there 
by himself on bread and butter and tea which was 
never watered twice. When Mrs. Hastings and her 
guests had sat down later to their breakfast, he would 
read them acme of Ms own verses, or a passage from 
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&omd &Tonriie actlior, or news from tb© journals of 
tbe day. Tb© reading •was reUered by interludes of 
pleasant ta lk in which ©Tery one took bia abare. For 
Hastings was ever a kindly and courteous host, who 
pleasod himself in trying to please bis company. He 
bad soDO tum for opigrwn and repartee, with a lively 
relish for of uadefiled wit and decorous pleas¬ 

antry. ‘ He laughed bearUly/ aaj^ Gleig \ ‘ could trifle 
with the gayeat, thought it not beneath him to 
relish a pun.* 

With young people he was always a favourite, from 
bis gentle manners and tho fatherly interest he showed 
in thoir well-being. His capadty for maldng friends 
was equalled by his constancy in retaining them. ‘ All 
who knew him loved him, and they who knew him most 
loved him best,' was written of him after hie death by 
ono who had known him long and intimately ^ The 
same witness speaks of him as the kindest of masters, 
a benefactor generous even beyond his means, ‘in his 
social hours the most pleasing companion,’ a roan 
whose nature was fnU of the milk of buroai kindness. 
Much as he enjoyed hia visits in town and country, 
Hastings was never happier or seen to more advantage 
than at home. ‘ It was amoog his own guests/ wrote 
sm intimate friend, ‘ at his own table, in bis own study, 
and in the bosom of hie own family, that he appeared 
ever most like himself, and therefore to the greate*t 
advantage 

• Ggnlhmoi'i ACasa^w. 88, part »< 
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Hie diat was very plain; he ato sparingly; his 
favourite drink was mtor- He waa fond of ewimming, 
and rod© almost daily on hoiflcback till ho was past 
eighty- Proud of hie good horscmonebip, ho delighted 
in taming the most ixrfrftcbory brut«. Of bis liWiury 
UstcB not mudi is known except that bo knew In« 
Horace fairly, that ho slmwl Pittas foncUioss for 
Lucan's' Pbarsalia,' and rood Young a ‘Nigbt'llioughta' 
again fmd again. At a later poiiod ho 1*0veiled it; tbo 
pootiy of Walter Soolt, 

Hastings haxl few, if any, oxtravagant tastos. But 
ho bad no natural turn f«* Wirift, and in India all liis 
Idao had heoaoogrwwod hy official dutioe and pruHKing 
puhUc needs. Then camo tbo long ^ny of b is impeach¬ 
ment i and tbo bmthon of coDHC<iueiit debt grew 
Iwaviet as tbo wav with the Fiench Republic wont on. 
In 1804 tho Court of Biroctors onco more ewno to his 
roscue from impending hankvuptoy )yy virtually remit* 
ti.»g tho balance of their previous lean. In tho same 
yoar Hostings, always grateful for any mark of good- 
will, tried hal'd to diuuado Addington from retigning 
office in favour of Pitt In spile of his majority in tho 
Commons, tho stop-gap Ministor soon convinced his 
volunteer advisor that resignation was the wisest 
course for a ministry threatened by a strong coalition 
at homo and an early renewal of war with Franco 

Two years later, when Pitt was dead, and tbo 
Grenville Ministry ruled in his place, Hastings pri¬ 
vately urged hia claim, if not to public office, at least 
' 0. Lewis. 
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to pu'bUe reparation of tiie wrong wbio}x Parliament 
had (lone him twenty years befora The new Minis¬ 
ters were willing to grant him a peerage, but refused 
to ask the Oommons for a rerersal of their fomer 
aentonee. On such conditions Hastings promp^j de¬ 
clined the peerage, which ho had asked for merely to 
please his wifo. The one desire of his heart was to 
sot hie character cleared by those who had cnee 
branded him as a trutor to his country and f^e to 
his trutA. There was comfort, however, in knowing 
that one of his old assailants, the groat Lord Wellwley, 
had lately returned from India a staunch admirer of 
the man for whose impeaohment he had so eagerly 
voted. He too had learned by hard ssperienee how 
much easier it is to condemn ignorantly than to nn- 
derstand aright. He too had hseome a mark for hos¬ 
tile proceedings in the House of Commons; but the 
Minishy, aided by Fox himself, defeated the motion 
for his impeachment. 

In 1815, at tiie age of eighty, Hastings was sum¬ 
moned to London to give evidence before both Houses 
on the question of renewing the Company’s Charter. 
His appearance at the bar of the Commons evoked a 
storm of cheers ■, and as he retired, a few hours later, 
the members all rose with hate off, and ‘stood in 
silence' until he had passed. A few days later he was 
greeted with equal reverence by the Lords. The gist 
of his evidence was to uphold the Company's ancient 
monopoly, to keep ‘interlopers' out of India, and 
to discourage missionary onterprise among a people 
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peciiB&rly attached to tlieir anoo^tnl crocds. Sueb 
views, however, worcalrcady growing out of rlato, and 
tho Cbaiicr Act of that year throw open tho trade 
with Indio, gavo iatorlopers a limited right of settle' 
mont, and oponed a way for tho eudowmont of an 
Anglican hiKhop in Calcutta. 

Some weeks latur Ha.HthigH underwent at Oxford 
tho oideal of rocoiving hia D</ctor*H degitio, a)nidat the 
cboora of admiring uiidoigrmhmtcK. In Uio following 
year lio was mailu a Privy Coimoillcr, and witn gia- 
oiouidy roeoivod in private au<Iionue l>y tlio I'rhico 
Rogent, who aftvrwudM proaonto^l him tfi tho aDied 
MOToroigns of Russia and Prussia, ok ‘ tlm most doHorv- 
ing and ono of tho worst-usud mon in tho Kiiipfro/ In 
their train ho attondod tho hauquot at tlio Ouildiiall, 
tho groat Thanksgiving at Si Paul's, and tho Ihineo 
Begont's brilliant fete at Carlton Hou> 40 . Ikifore 
roturnlog to Daylosford, ho took tito chair at a dinnor 
given hy old Indians to tlio Duko of Wellington, 
About ihui dmo bis pension was socurod to him for 
tho romoiodor of his life. But tho Court of Directors 
refhied to make any sort of provision for his wifo. 
Four years later tho dying statosmsji dieUtod a last 
appeal to tho Dirootora for tho oxtonoion of his 
annuity to ‘ the dcoiost object of all his mortal con- 
eerns/ But they gave no more heed to his dying 
entreaties than they would have givon to the whine 
of a self'Convicted begg&r h 
The old man’s last years were spent at Daylesford 

^ Olaig. 
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in quiet hippiaess, alloyed only by concern for hi* 
wife’s future. He enjoyed the ‘ long-seated visits ’ of 
bis country nsghbours, and mode pleasant company 
for bis home guests. He strolled about bis gardens, 
and in i 8 r 5 constantly overlooked tbs workmen 
employed in rostering after bis own plans the grey 
oJd parish church, which a later squire of Dayloeford 
wftH to rohuild. In 1818 his health, hitherto good, 
began to Ittoak down. In July, a osneoroos swelling 
In his throat grow dsily worse; and after much 
Nuffciing, homo with patient fortitude—* none of you 
know wbal I suffer,' he once said—the white-haired 
Htatosman on the aand August drew a handkerchief 
over his face, and passed away without ugh w* 
struggle, in his eighty-sixth yosr- His romaini were 
laid among the bonos of his forefithew in a vault that 
now liofl just beneath the chanoel of the new church 
An Insoription beneath a bust in Westminster 
Abbey records the services of him whose resolute 
courage pr€aorved and strengthened our young Indian 
Empire, and whose organising genius rendered pos¬ 
sible the whole course of Indian history from the days 
of Cornwallis down to those of Dalbousie. Hastings 
bad lived to see nearly half of all India brought 
direcUy under British rule, and the very year of his 
death witnesBfld the final overthrow of the Moritbd 
power by the armies of Lord Hastings. 

• outs, yoM Oiwrisi, yot rt lajo. 
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RULERS OF INDIA 

TUB CtAUSVDCy FUKFSi SBMKS OF J.YX*;u.V Ul&TOHU'AJ. 
2ittH0Si}FX73i 

BaiUcl by Sir W. W. IIUNTEIi, K.C.fil, 

Irirt OH. frb nrH. 

TJkO following vnlumcn Imvn lK'i*n ntmnipHi ftp 
1. ASttKAi Ihr iMUiml «/ /tonVo' iu'lh, I»y 

l*KoyM«)K l{iivi*>I>AVMw, l<r<.I)^ IHi.l).* K>-’n«tni7 U> llio 
Koyjil AxhiCbi Kaloly. IWiwoir of ('till m(m 1 Uii(l«ilil*i|. 
Mbirnluru nt llnlvi^rxlty (S»lli'U(s Ip'UiImii; Author of 
ru UlhttrH IMMfti. jUet; //mMA/ww, (fr, 
ir. AKUAIl; tfioi IMi •/'*<' by <^iUiHKt. 

MAr.c.»«)V, Author of A •/ thr /uiUm 

UulUig! TftfiU'Jhrtf^AJi/hitUiifriH/ ll»iihll)t]uHLj 

III, AVUAt'OXKIh tiiflllh' ixttg fif lAu fl-Hflir, Iry Bin 

WjLUAK WtiMK lIUMTr;ii, ItA., UUl. 

IV. LOHO a.ll'K*: rA4 fi»i.iUM>n'ul if Ihi- AVigl/Ah fn 

by l^aumouK Haki.kt, M.A.| l*n»r«>wor tkfMtKlurn 
Ubtory In tlw UnlvnrHlty uf Cuinhrhlgiv A\iUivr of 

V. 2>VnKlA’: tVrutjffU for AwIM ty fA- ViiIfiMi, 

by CoMHHt. MaM^MuK, O.H.L. AuUuir vf 7»« Jllnlwv 
M« Bffttch tH /mlfU) 4<. (^I'uhlixhi'iL j 
Vr. WAHHKft irAHT/SOa: an4 fAs /WiwKw */ «*• JMIW 
AtfiMOt/oImlfuN, by CAnAiv Ik J. Tum«M, AuUior uf 

lHd(a, uiAer KIMrla, Ae. [I'ubMulo'd.j 
VU. Tim itAltlilUiHA OP COlim^A/JAH! aiirl llu OmMiMallm 
iMk, by W. S. H(miv*KAiu(^ wonuiUmu 

Fnrulgii HncmUry to tlio Uovorjimcmt c»r lintui. Author 
of iVtdimr front Iho Oileu’bt (ToJptfrr* g volo. (i ?B4-2do5). 
Vni. RAVJJT aiHOII- owl tiu lAirlrf UVioem imr (lr*whff 
Syitpfrt uul CMIrnt by ilu Lkte^ Uiu»vik, K.C.B.I4 
Autiior uf 7>n ISinJub attfr. At 
IX MOVHTBrUAJlT Sr-FUTHBTOlfP . and iho }fubl»c ^ 

tyMCom indtt, by J. &. Cvmiir, U.A., furncrly 
Follow of Quoua’i GrllogOr OxfbnI. Author of Tks 
DowHHfoI fiUUowM tf Ur ifml and ifa^rrW iYOjrMM d>id 
ConfWon /ndfo, pmoaUHl to Porliainent Ao. 

*Tho TolnmM norkod tbur i*) are prcrinoatUy amogod for. 


Slurwi Of ]<»mA (eMdwd). 

X« LOftfi fiOT/ynr.* anj fht ng a fTnun 

nHil .v*iA-//n*j»v hunt, l»y &B«Rii;iA Bocubb, Sq., 
AiiOpir ft i/tti n>mii in ?V SiAfv 

(/ ihiM, Ar, 

XJ, TIIK i/AJ«f>:KfiH 'iyrtAUirni.'ilR} md UuFinfUDrrtltpmriU 
•f »ftr « IM-. hy tin WituAx Wrum HomA. 

K.CIH.I..M.A, [hiWi-lii.L] 

XCt- IJ'UU n.r/'i:* : ntn/ VfffffVmM of Ike Gmi RettU, by 
Kill Ciww Ti'f-‘R ntruKB. K.C.SJ., 

M>>ii«4[iiM' MililikTy Si'fnHary (<i iln^ (Joiiio>kQ<kt>ia- 

(*liM*riii IiMlin. 

XIII. Util/f- 'VI.VA 7 ,Y«; tkA Tmif^r y* /jwB* frvn (k« 

!“ fh- r>»«r)>, l^y Sm llMAt A UVKWIWUIA*, 

K>1M>K<< M.Ai. AiiilpT of iTrtYj«b intUn uirf «f( AttteB, <(a. 

XIV, 7HK KiUl Uh' AI.O'O*; niul tht i/Us (taoB’« 

!►> Stn WitiJAR %ViUkni IfvRTSR, 1C.C&Z., 

H.A. 

Oxiiiito XlRimt'*nT TaKc* %VAU»3i(»t»B, Akssi Ooms, Lmpok, 
ASfi ALL ihaiKFtfLLLIcM. rricti a*. 6rf. lAcli roloma. 


©pinions of Wtm 

ott 

SIR WILLIAM HUNTER’S ‘DALHOUSIE.’ 

‘ Aa IntenKtlne ani\ cxcceltnyly leoilablc valume.. • >. Sir WitlluQ 
il«uit«r haa pnxiucci & va)un))lc about AS Iniportaot epoch ia 
luiglish liiMnry hi Inlia, anl he hu glTeQ os a pleaili^ ui^ht utre tbe 
ehonctcrof a ronarkable Ka^lMbmaa Tba**Kuiei< aerWa, 

whiUi he ha« hii(tM«<l, rliaa maket a sueeevful t<^in£ In bi* haada 
wllli one vhu nnU »m*)i thv ]*mtM vf gnat oaoes vUeb will 
be aaiAcUtdl in th the ael^ect. — '/^e TVw;. 

‘To no <in« la the eretUi Tor the (mpraved condiiloa of pebllc iatelli- 

S ee {rotranliog ln<lcaj more <hK tliaa to btr WklUam Hooter. From 
lieginoini; oi liKaTccraJ ao Isdian Clnliao ho has devoted aim 
litemy lacsUyie Ibe tiLik of enllghlcaieig hh conotrymMoa the stabjett 
of ^^ajKl\ greafr« depeeilaer.... S> imfinsg a amalk anay « 
Ulo«*)a1>our(ra with hla own ijwC, by indKiog iSm to eonfono to m 
own method, and shaping a huge aggloioeratlcn of facts into a lucid aod 
intelligible system, tfir W. Htatex^ brooght India and its Ifianaa- 



OPLKtOyS or TUB PMSS oy 'DAIIIOVBIS’ (latiiKUil). 

Me uitvRBUwitHin the prtle ofadilevoble knowle<^. ftn<\ hu 

(lormlte ibape W the (rutht wbwh iti blsioiy vatablbhca arid tbe 
Proliant which itaneeuK.. • • ^ch contribstiooiiid liicraiure are apt to 
be taken as a ceaUer of i»urte, hccaoM Oieir ])(£;hc3( merit In !<> conceal 
Ibe kboar, aod akIIU and knowle<k£e invi^rcri in Ibeir production : but 
they niao the whole level of iniUio Intel) l|:Bncc» and iienerate an 
aimoapbere in wldch the Inlefol hillutnicci of folly, i^nt^TAnoo, prejUilkM, 
and nrccumiitcMi dwiutllc nrul ill«}'|Hivr..., No one we thlik, win* Ihlrly 
aCudiet Sir W. IlunUVi vxaa Aivl lucid narrttivc of thwc tranwictlAnk, 
can qiiOftioD t)iv ^'»uU wbWh bo ucks to ('sUd/liah nauivly* Diat l^ird 
Paiheojie mervly uirrldl out with mcalrMtloii air| )«kiil n jNilley 
dellU«ntely ad(ii»lLfl lyihv<ir>vt>niMivikl U*fi<re hitnnival in the couatry 
—at>nticytl»c>>Ulec hipilliynrwlicch *mu>x Ihj dlainiii.'l»aiMlwlikhwa» 
ln«i)lrwl ly dw KrriwliiL' mitav lliAt >iiverdi:in viU. ii(»t for their own 
vi^oyment. Iwl lor the Jiapfilnvai oflhutraiihjvcra.— Mevfcw. 

• Adml>BlJyoAlculat^I Imparl in a ci»i)ck' ahdaJ'^ eAllicfikr^t a dear 
Ueucral uuilinc uftlie )ii»tnry of our |{reu ludiaii Jtnk|ilrc.'* •AVmww///. 

'A iklllul and mod ollmutive |dcture.... 'llie aulluir Ikaa knnkla 
ue ofpuliio aikd ptivnlv tUKkinniiUt. nml hni enjoynl the iirlvDvva of 
beln|{ aiklerl by tlic diicenaeil otaKitmAn** family* lilt liitjo wtirk !•» 
6enic(|i9cntly, a valuable awkiribkitiua to mcxlam VlMt»ry.’.^4rkt^<w/, 

'The boek should command a wida etrcia of raotlvm^ kioi only for Its 
aucheria lakaand that ef Its Miii)eet, hut luinly at lea>d tui nogonot of lbs 
vary atlractlva way in which U baa been pulklrthed m thv moilvraic price 
ofhsIhfKerewA. Itut It lii« of euurwh vf Uh intrinilo mt rlu alone llkst 
a work of this nature should be judKc<l. And Ibuac merits are cwrywlisre 
eonii^OM.... A writer wboa* lborun}fh mastury of all IndlAn sul^els 
hss Mdk aeqelreU by years of practleal rxperlnkce and |«llvnt rusearen. •• 
T*t J/AeMHiu. 

'Kever have we been so much inipressed ly the )llcnry 
abiUtles ef iiir ^^’iUiaJn Hunter as wu have l«e)i by tlio ]>crue«l of 
TAi Aftuvufit ^ iMktHvt- ... Tho kuewJeilKV iliiiplAye'l \*y tlkc 
writer eftlte metivea of LorI Iklboiule'a action* ef the Inner worklni{ 
of bis mind, Is so conpWts. that I«r(l IMIhmiile litmwtlf, were lie livirii', 
could not state them men clearly. In the nest pinot the arjriinant 
throu(heut tlkC book Is to lucid,iMcd P‘ entirely ujioti fnets, resting 
upeo official documents set! otber evidences not to l>« unnirorarted, 
that theoppoacftts ef l.ord lUlhousW's pnlicy wiU l« sorely fmc to It 
to mskc a case idlest him.... Sir William Hunter’s stylo is so clear, 
his language so vivid, and yet id timple, eoavcylng the impresiiona he 
wiabs 10 poipicBously that ilksy cannot but lie antlcnto^, that tbe 
work must Mve a place In every library. Id every house, ws «dgbt aay 
indeed every Mlca^’^.£ew(f<V 

' Sir William Hunter has wrlttman adnitmllo Ktlle volume on " The 
Uartpeas of Dslhouiie " for hia series of tbe Rulers of India.” It eaa 
be TM at a vttieg, yet its referen c es cvprctieci ot Implted^iaggeit 
tbe stady and obe^raticn of half a lito'ttine Saify A'siur. 

* A brilliaatly wiictea oecouet of the life and work of ibel able ruler 
of taea, the Msrqali ef Dalbousle.... A very remarkable and cxccllaot 
voloBia ’—Quarferfy JfnUw. 




SDpiniang of Jpress 

ON 

COLONEL MALLESON'S ‘AKBAR.’ 

* Colooel MftUesoa's istemtuf taonofnpb oa Mbtr i& (be 
of lodiA” (CliKodeei Fkm) sboold more then (b« feoenl 

reads. CoImsI MAtiecoe tmces the ori^ and feuDdUion «( the 
Uo^el Emj^re; and, u an intiwluctiaQto the hui«y of MBhanaAdao 
KnJia, the biok leavee aothiuc to be iean^'—Sl-Gasffu, 

‘ Cnlunet MaUeeoA hA» omc well to tell hie Uor; ttccioctly aed 
f}in3]*uhctical1y. Akbar wu certainly a peatman; and the £Teae aao 
will ihow liimKir i^reat in spite of sc^ and tndiUoe.’^/F^O H W ^ ' W uf. 

‘The ehief intereKt of tJw book Un in the later chanes, 4 vbteh 
Colunel Malivioe prcseniaan i/iicrestin^andiirigulariy uea^tpieTBre 
tbv great Bmp^r hinaclf nnd the prindplet wlut^ governed hit 
enliehteDed and biio^aiie adninlsrntian.’—/rVererT' World. 

' Ti is almost JuperJiuofU to la^ that ihe bock is choiacserised by the 
oatmtivc vigour and the ertsrsivo fajnillanij with lodiao history to 
whitdi the roaden of rfttrmal Uollcton's o(bs vorics are occustOMd.*— 
Gbignv JTerakt 

' This volome will, do donbc, be wcloomed, even by ezfiem io Indian 
history, In ibe light of a irev, dear, and terse lesderag of an old, bet 
not wom>9et tbma. It ib a worthy and valuble addicioo io Sir. W. 
Hunter's promiaiog unti.’—AfJ^it^urt. 

‘ Colooel Mallecon has broken ground new to the gerberal reader. 
The story of Aklxir b briedr bet c&arly told, wlih an acconnt of what 
ha was and what be did, aod bow he found and how be left India . .. 
Tiie nuire cbrooiclca of the rdgn an many, and from tham li is sdll 
possible, as Colonel Maltesoo has shown, to oMstroct a living portmlt 
of thk great and atlgbcy potentate/—J<Mr Oktroor, 


©pinions of t&e pxm 

ON 

COLONEL MALLESON'S ‘DUPLEDL* 

' In the characTer of Pnpleix (here was the elameot ef greatneea (hat 
contact with India scenia to have geoereted ia so rsany European miads, 
Trench as well as Engllsb, and abroad capacity for govemneo^ whleb, 
tf seffered to have loll play, might have ertdi^ In glvioe the whole of 
^OQthern India co France. l£veo as it wat. Colonel Halleaco ahows 
bow Bairov'Iy tbc prise tUppad from fnnoh grasp. Io 1783 tha 
Treaty of Veruillet arrived just ia ti«a M save the Bnilsh power from 
exCin c don.'— Timot. 

• Coloitel Malloaon’s life of Chipldx, which bas been jnst MbKsbed, 
thoogh his eftunaie of his hero differs >0 some respects Irott Lord 
S(aahap«*s and Lord Uaeaslay's, nay be accepted as, 00 the whole, a 
fairiyfaithfalpoTwaicereofthaprephae genius towb^ the peaaiUliiv 
of a great Indo-Eoropeaa Emp&e ^rst revealed itself. Had the Fmicn 
profit^ ^ all the aavaotages they possessed when Clive eichasged the 
conntng>boase for the army, the history of India, and perhape of 
Eoiope also, might have been different.'—(leading article). 



Wlorftc l >5 Captain tirottcr. 


STUDIES IN BIOGRAPHY. 

' Captain Trolter has n rcftdy pcnniul a ^«cn a]iprvciailon nf ehancter/ 
—Mm tfw/ Quttiet. 

*£strciBc)y wch wrillCTi nixl c^ 1 tc^tunlng lMOf*n(ihies.‘>'/VA//<‘ 
O^uhn, 

‘S^fifcihle, ctenrnnil rtucnl»*- 8f«ttt9r. 

'Ilte MiulyAf put li* wdlnli:li rthAUKilTC.’—JfVi/wrV/^W'' Krvieiff. 
•C'ainaiii troiur N*rilv>i (luciitl; hkI thinkit wutthUx/ 1\jU MiU 
Ctuiif. 

*‘i'hfliil,'htAil A/nhltjerimliutlng |A]>i;n<* ./)(bA//m l‘nix\ 


HISTORY OF INDIA UNDER QUEEN VICTORIA, 

Tl) |H 80 (a VC^H.). 

‘Ifia ehni>tcTu nro n^'Vir <Iu|]« antt arc nfich pkturviK|ao«* - U’l'tifMif, 

* (IcArlf^ nil/, mill UrlgUtijr wrltipiu • > 

*Thv ficiicr^iu- Riiil UlKral Kpltil wMcU miUhaIca ihc vrltcr/^ 
fihehf>»»J'i li/agtittf- 

*Jl9 willtM (Inwlei^V I* Uevcr Oull. 1^ c]i|>nil(|(in nml 
* KkIiI teach h« v'lhitlvi't to make even lil» !«■ AtlrActUo topiei 
tatorc«lrtf.'— JIlf(«riral /Wns. 

*Ne |iftrt oi ilieu vu)uinni will U kiuI ^vUh k*7Mtrr intemt Ihan 
the ilMy aT the klutln^; it k told dinpiy nad wltli mueU fore*,'— 
S 4 iun/<i^ f^eviext’. 

' Dien it no other roeord nf the wiine iHtim] ro comiikte, m /uI), 

•e eed1)’ intelliglljlv, aiuI mi tnniljr TvvV^!M»mnH, 

‘ Nuirwritua •• arv the hlHutlett of India <iea]lni{ with thk perlexl ... 

, we <io net hnitnta to oa^ that none approeehca Ihli oou In coriipleleticn, 
ocenney, lunl InMao am •uiiainid liitvreM.'>//iyi*nir»' IS'f M. 


HISTORY OF INDIA PROM THE EARLIEST 
TIMES. 

Knw EmtiAM, KKvrojU) ahd EKi.AXc)Kr> (r voL). 

*T1iU Ise new and enlw^l eiUilon of n )"wik which, in its oriKlnal 
fenv wAii ticineubte<liy MIC of the moft ^xipultr bUtuiii'K of InOin that 
h^ ret been wKiten/—//eere AViw. 

(rer nMlvri oI tbe tins edition see 7imrt, StUnnlty 

fitviav, Brit Qutrtiri/ AiwZ/fp, Ste.) 


LIFE OF THE MARQUIS OF DALHOUSIE. 

’TliitvAleaUe addition to popelor titenitnrc.'*^.4/A^utAA'«r. 

*Capieln Trotter in not the lint wriK'f who has riiKUcttcd hi* 
rptlhiaieS] menory; bet he hs» done U fearleosly eed wclk — 


WARREN HASTINGS j A BIOGRAPHY. 

‘ As I. piece of literary work this book has high reertta. , , , It is 
a VAlubU eontrihutioQ to history, and Aoojd he reiui by every one 
as a coneedre to Mocaolay.*— 
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